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The Mill Road History Project was officially launched 

in 2013 under the umbrella of Mill Road Bridges1 to 

study the heritage of Mill Road, Cambridge, its build-

ings (residential, commercial and industrial), institu-

tions and community.  It was supported by a two-year 

grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
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1
 'Mill Road Bridges seeks to grow and maintain the community spirit, heritage and rich cultural diversity of the Mill Road 

area by improving the flow of information between and about individuals, businesses, voluntary organisations and local 
stakeholders.' 
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NOTE 

This report investigates the building now popularly known as The Bath House, which stands 
on the corner of Mill Road and Gwydir Street.  Belonging to both streets, the site up to 1913  
bore the postal addrŜǎǎ фф aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘΩ;  ƛƴ мфмп ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ [unnumbered] 
Gwydir StreetΩ.  The site has been occupied successively by two buildings:  Gwydir House to 
c.1913, and the present building since c.1927. 

The present building, formerly providing public baths to the local population, has since 1976 
been a community centre. Although not a listed buiƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ building 
ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΩ ό.[Lύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻŎŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Area.2 

This report has been compiled by Julia Ewans with the assistance of Robert Turner, Suzanne 
Longhi, Malcolm Mitchell, Caro Wilson, Ian Bent and Lucy Walker, and photography by Peter 
Bridge. 

 

Current postal address: 

[194] Gwydir Street 

Cambridge CB1 2LW 

Location 

corner of Mill Road and Gwydir Street 

 

National Grid reference: 

Map ref:  TL 46254 57879 

Latitude:  52 199743 N   Longitude:  0 13859242 E 

 

__________________ 

                                                           
 

2
 Mill Road Area: Conservation Area Appraisal (Cambridge City Council, June 2011), p. 28. 
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Figure 1  Ordnance Survey map 1989 (detail) 
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1.  THE SITE BEFORE 1913 
The Bath House stands on the site of Gwydir House, which was one of the first houses to be 
built on Mill Road.  Gwydir House was also known as 99 Mill Road and as ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
IƻǳǎŜΩ. 

 

 

Figure 2   Ordnance Survey map 1886 (detail) 
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Owners and Occupiers of Gwydir House3 

1850 James Naden, linen and woolen draper, is reported as building the house in May 
1850, and is recorded as its occupant in the census report of 1851 with his wife, two 
children, mother and a servant.4 

1858 Joseph Wentworth [PO] Note: in 1847 and 1850 Joseph Wentworth of 24 Trumping-
ton St. is described as Estate Agent, Undertaker, Upholsterer and Auctioneer ς per-
haps estate agents saw the value of Mill Road from an early time. 

1861 [Captain] Rolfe Leeson and his wife Flora are recorded as occupants of Gwydir House 
with two ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΩ on the day the 1861 census was taken. 

1863 Captain Leeson5 is described as tenant in an advertisement for an auction of Gwydir 
House to take place on 30 January 1863 (Figure 3). The auction arranged by Went-
worth and Son. The sale is described as being by direction of the Mortgagee under a 
power of sale. Perhaps someone was in financial trouble? 

1864 John Dunn MA [PO and S] 

1869 John Dunn now described as Rev John DUNN 

мутп78  William Stodhart (Schoolmaster) [S 1874] 

1892 no entry [K] 

1896 Edwin Stanley Wood LRCP & LM Ire. & MRCS Eng. Physician and Surgeon [K] 

1898 Stanley E. Wood (physician/surgeon)  [S] 

1904 David Livingstone Hamilton FRCS Edin. Surgeon [K] 

1907 Mrs Waters- Gwydir House Surgery Stables [S] 

1908 John Charles William Graham MRCS Eng. LRCP Lond. Surgeon, also Recruiting Office 
for Royal Navy and Marines (Wm Waldron recruiting officer) [K] 

1910 J C W Graham , MA, MD, BC (Cantab.) Hon Clinical Assistant Eye Dept. Ad-
ŘŜƴōǊƻƻƪŜΩǎ IƻǎǇΦ ώ{] 

1911 The Census records (Figure 5) show John Graham living at Gwydir House with his 
wife, three children, his mother and three servants. The house is described as having 
twelve rooms. 

1912 As above, but Recruiting Office now recorded at 101 Mill Road. 

by 1913 The Borough of Cambridge had bought the property. The directories for 1916, 1922 
and 1925 contain no mention of 99 Mill Road and nothing in Gwydir Street either. 

                                                           
 

3
  {ƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ YŜƭƭȅΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ όYύΣ {ǇŀƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ό{ύΣ tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ όthύΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛn 
ǘƘŜ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ ǎƘŜƭŦƳŀǊƪǎ /птΦн пΦ 
4
 See .ǊƛƎƘŀƳΥ aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΥ муно мурмΩΣ aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ troject Building Report, p. 32.  Mr. Naden is 

recorded as the occupant in the Census report for 1851. See report in CIP 11 May 1850. An advertisement in CIP 18 May 
1850 offers an adjacent piece of land for sale, in so doing corroborating the person building the house as Naden.  CIP 20 
Wǳƭȅ мурл ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŦǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊŀǎǎ ǘŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ǇƛǇƛƴƎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
aǊ bŀŘŜƴΣ ŘǊŀǇŜǊΩ όǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ !ƭƭŀƴ .ǊƛƎƘŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴύΦ 
5
   .ȅ муср66 Captain Rolfe Leeson lived at 23 Fitzwilliam Street [S]. 
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__________________ 

 

 

Figure 3  Auction of Gwydir House (CC; History of Gwydir Street website) 

How manȅ aƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ picturesque view of the Gog Magog HillsΩ today? 
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Figure 4  Believed to be the ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΩ ƛƴ мфлу ό//ύ 

. 

 

Figure 5  Gwydir House : 1911 Census report 

 

  


