THE

CAMBRIDGE SPINNING HOUSE.

(From the Special Commzsszoner qf the Morning Chromcle)

In my last Letter 1 cndcavoured to give some account of a .
celebrated lodging-house in the town of Cambridge, well knovgn.‘. ¢LegEd
among the members of the begging profession. I propoese 1, % :
present to treat of another institution in the same ftown, ﬂ;
iniquitous proceedings connected with which were so strongly repre-
sented to me by several highly respectable and influential reﬂdeqlts
that I feel I should not be fairly discharging my duty were I to. om
giving the result of my inquiries with respect to it. The establish.
ment has more than once been brought prOmmently~ befqg,e&'
notice of the public, in connection with the mode of trea,tmengd n
adopted towards a very numerous class of persons resnimgem W
town—I mean . prostitutes.  The institution in question is @
“«“Hobson’s: 'Workhouse,” - but is more’ generally kx;ounl, the”
“ Spinning House.” . T endeavoured to obtain information. from- th
University. authontxes as to its management, but my 'l:eq
furnished with copies of the rules and regulations was per
refused. I was, hoquer, enabled, notwithstanding ﬂm&;

obtain some mformat;on whxch I will now pxoqegd to lay
reader. S ik ol A G ,,z. o lNOENR ik
e G g ...;;,'3;5“ _'
It appears that by an, mdemtune of &o&}gﬂtﬁ ate
1628 ma,de between Thomas Hobson, on. gh&’ :
members‘ of the Univiversity of Cambridge, & nd si;
‘% cribed s of the town of Cambridge, of the ¢
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- "“t}'iev mlght thereafter be em])]o\rcd ,md set to \\ozk m\d brought
‘ --,w 4 Ju\pﬂ'gnd mstracted in some trade or occupation, and thereby not only
k»;, p‘k'l'éd to live of themselves, but by their labours become profitable
: m ‘_mbe:‘s of the commonwealth, and hclp{ul to others among whom
| hey should Tive—and in consideration that there were then, at the
;i_fgrcare) cost, and Charges of the chancellor, masters, and scholars of

niversity, and the mayor, bailiff, and burgesses, in a great part
éf;bbbed and builded upon the property included in the said indenture,
A ,@gembmldmgs and houses, intended only for the benefit and employ-
343‘:‘ ofithe poorer sort of people of the said University and town—
| *&@J (:l'homas Hol)son conveyed unto. the partners of the second

'y ?

_é‘:foi‘:semhg of the sa:d poor pcople to work and should
gﬁo%meﬁt'hereafter well and sufficiently maintain and repau‘
1 uéesvtolbexby them erected; and all‘ other the: premlses ;
‘same and every part thereof, and all rénts and- proﬁts
‘the .eégnp, foraatnd towards the uses: aforesai‘ .”  Since
J&fﬁnﬁ‘eﬁt&hre a' considerable amonnt of ‘other property
squeathed rmgthe support of Hobson s Workhouse and""

.qu’),('ﬁ x

tqte& commxtted by ﬂic‘* idé-@héﬁcellor, ,
5 & ‘iveﬂ to remain there not’oplj’r in a state of
eness fﬁ‘ﬁi‘“’“ dition as' dmored:ﬁqb}e to fhe authorities
i ﬁyﬁqﬂl >and morallyan;u rious 'to‘t)ag vzretched

4‘)’ ,,, '; --v | 8 ,r)) "’AE “b: ,‘,J{( a) "P",‘j "’ ‘/ l '
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73 s . P(y)]t},\e .ﬁ/?pg‘rﬂl ]R’ the CQDTRQ‘
s ‘ ' . Corpor 9}1‘ ’g}’;d others, y/i(th the viey
b’ i ';gpgnnjng ﬂp‘pﬁgh‘ Dhe oause was heard
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- being all dead, the University have now more power than ever, tho
be recollected that when Mr. Ebenezer Foster was Mayor, hqe’n eavo
regain that controul‘and influence which the Mayor wvenhtke&: s

W by which that body would have given its exp.&sg&ﬂ@%g& thg'
| the Spmmng House as a Umversxty Bashlle\ A?\Qt\heg yroposal for

_ matter; Will be roused to indignant action, and se Lord I*a‘irfgd&l”
© that the' purposes for whwh the Spmmng H‘ouse is used ougbt uo] 0
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The Spinning Hotise, or prison 28 it now is, iz one lof the
most wretched and miserable places of the kind that I have ever
seen. The direction of the founder, ‘“that they should well and
sufficiently repair the prermises,”’ is as unheeded as is the other part
of his wishes with reapect to the purpose and aim of the establish-

- ment.‘The building i in a most dilapidated condition ; the walls:
- are cracked, the arches over many of the windows are fractured; and

some of them have already fallen in. The interior as well as the
exterior presents altogether a wretched and desolate appearance. It
consists of four wards, which contain altogether about sixty cells; with

a day-room 'in each ward for the prisoners. To each of the wards
there is a small triangular-shaped piece of ground, inclosed with-high
walls' and iron gates. The length of these inclosures; or yards; is’
about thirty feet, their. ‘breadth at the lower end about twenty.feet;
an'd at the upper portion, or entrance, about six feet. The building—
consisting of two stories; each containing a row of cells—is situated
at the rear of other premises which face the road, and is enclosed
upon each side by portions of adjoining tenements, thereby effectually.
excluding:the admission of any fresh currents of air. = The cellstare’ .
six feet in width by about eight in length, and are each furnished
with an'iron bedstead, a straw mat, a flock bed, two blankets, and a
counterpane. There are no glazed windows to the ecells, the. wonly
light that is.admitted being through an aperture of about threer
inches square in the iron shutters which are placed on the.outsxde*oﬁ

by Lord Langdale, Master of the Rolls, 27th June, 1337, when his lordship.

expressed himself in strong terms, and decreed that the purpeses for which the
Spinning. House ‘was used ought not to be continued. It was reférred}t(q‘{;@i‘
Master to quc enquities, and take certain accounts; bat dpnng,,tk
thlrteen years nothmg worthy of mention has been done. Thep puTpe N0S
which the Spinning House was used kave been contumed and ﬂl

In September; 1850, the Town Couneil rejected a most insid

me'nt of the suit is now under the consxdemtmn ot‘ the Uh '3
probability:is that it will be rejected by that body, md or "6‘1"0 C
desirable that it should be, as the almost certain effect will be tha
Couneil, afzer years of very culpable qmesce_nce, with respeot to ‘h' '

may'he at last’ eﬂeotm\lh oarried out, to the great Joy. of Q)&‘ :
humnuit\' e ,
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.. WbﬁhOt ait or. b}’bﬁres, as in other prisons, for there are no fires
ggegﬂn'~the .« “When the beds have not been slept in for some
Bt he dbputy-governor to me, “they are aired with the
—_ wyw.ﬂg’lmm «Such, is: the. precaution, and, such. are the means
33 ted, for airing the beds, j injcells where  during: the day:the iron
u t.grs,-g);e thrown open; and where there is no glass to prevent the
'mmon of damp and wet, In winter the floors of the cells are
en coyered with: the ‘snow which drifts in through the casements.
it rr A R o
e With respect ‘to the: management of the pnson—-—there are no
,V:'Ensaibf, classification or separation’ of: the prisoners.  In the day
. theys "’monguegated 1dly together, and ‘left without any control or
3 “QW& nt: «check upon: their conduct; and’ they ' passitheir time in
s &@ﬁﬁﬁﬁbnswhmh;:t@ ‘hear them relate, as several of them did to me,
i -'“n ‘d~make the most depraved of beings blush: - “It is;” said ‘one
! __._.%nnfortunate creatures, who had upon several occasions endured
_ rrors of  the ‘place; *“ a dark, damp; filthy, dlrty, wxetohed
y-managed place. There is no order kept and no‘one man can
‘ém in order. I was in twenty years ago; and I was putin
n'my- last' little boy was: three ‘monthst cld-=he is nearly three
_?(Tﬂtl maﬁ*—andflt was as bad the hst ‘ame as it was at the first.

: ’ﬂ: % %‘b}nsh ‘when she' Heard: any‘bad language, but
3 v:u. on e wgs.as bad s any of us. " She u«ed oftcn to
: ‘ cg,ﬁghﬁmshed ’tl::ere. W’e call it gomg to

. P v ) 3
DYBIRE iy : \.'

iC fﬂnly dwerted Somt the ongma]*’purpose and
? and wretéhealv and: di racefu]I conducted

: -‘ -'14 . '(*'.I_:-, ‘,,,i' L34

yeafs, and
.?&ﬁigé; :‘w e s ,,m ;;@-,?‘i"??f“‘?““g"f

J"'I‘ : -vlb.u‘-ui.f i

:'f‘ 5 ,ﬁﬁ%m}),gmb WAB held before M:,
A% "?g%;}w}’, Elizabeth Hom L, Jury
iot :—* We find that Blizabeth Howe, dicd, Of,,xheumatm .,

d o ’ght at tlw Spﬁnniug House, on' the. night

l
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ment; are totally disregarded.. They are;in pomnt of fact, a‘dead
letter ; and as they are posted: up in different parts of the building,
they seem only intended to mislead the unwary, or to blind pergons
to the real character of the place. As T before said, I was not able
to obtain a copy; vor was I allowed to take one, of these regulations;
but I could not help seeing that one of them was to the effect; that
each inmate should Have the frequent use of the bath. Upon my
inquiring for the bath room, I was shown to the kitchen 'of ‘the
establishment, and was pointed to a tub which was used for that
purpose.’ ' The mode of using the tub, as stated by one who had
used it many times, was—* The girls strip naked, and one of them
gets into the tub, and then the others come and sluice yod all ovenlike
pigs; and then, when one’s sluiced, she comes out and sluices, the
others, = 1t is'such a beastly dirty place, you ére smothered up with
smoke and dust, and you are always obliged to have a good wash

that way beforc you come out,” ot
o j-
Another of the regulations requires that the deputy governor
should read prayers every evening at eight o’clock to the inmates.
This rule, like many others, is impracticable and unheeded. . The de=
puty governor hag to attend as porter to the establishment, and ashe
iz uncertain: when the prdctor or his men may bring him another
“canary”’—for such he calls the prisoners—heé is is unable to leave
his post as “porter” in order to assume the functions of *“‘chaplain.” =
The present deputy is literally a host within himself—he is the deputy
governor, the gaolcr, the cooL the attendant, the. porter, the
%T}._,
4 of the! 6th of I\ovember, she having been conveved thxther in the cnstodx
“ of William ‘Towler Kingsley, proctor of the University, ‘and con% d
¢ for that night in a cold and damp cell, from the effects of which she died: .
¢ The Jury cannot separate without expressing their abhorrence at a Sysﬁ# 455
« which sanctions the apprehensibn of females when not offending against ¢he
¢ general law of the land, and vonfining them in a gaol unfit for the wofk%’b 3
¢ folons.  The Jury also request the Coroner to forward a report. ‘of thﬁ.émh 0l i
« of the' proceedings to the Secretary of State for the Home Deg- ont.l,
Mr ngslcw, the prootor, was examined at the inquest 3 he admm he
girl Tad not been disorderly, or acting indecently, or with any sort OﬁPP opr
Tt also tappeared that the night was piercingly cold, and that the ke P,Qfﬁ Q!
a fire, although she begged for one. . She was exposed to the. draugh .Lt"
uncloged’ Wmdow, was- taken ill on the following day, and eleven d&x&
wards was'a dotpse. The case attracted much temporary a.ttentm'

made” the *ﬂubject of powerful - articles in ke szes, the. .Da'
Erammo:', and othen Joumals. | o

. ' ’ ' ‘,
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,' %éhaplmn—-—he is. the witness; as we shall presently see, against the
~ parties—and, in addition to all these multifarious duties, he carries
G _~.~; - on the business of a tailor; on his own account, on the premises, the
~ . fact being notified to the' public by a brass plate on the door.: For
: 7  the performance of his public duties; he is allowed £60 per annum,
.+ and is'consequently: obliged to have recourse to his own business in
7. L‘“ “order to Support himself.  The least that could be expected from the
g,'- 'z‘-”f’ authorities™ is, that they should provide suitable attendance and

3 ’* ‘*‘accémmodatlon for those whom they deprive of liberty;® andiif their
,‘.:x‘ - funds will mot permit of their so doing, the next best:thing they could

- -4 dofor the improvement of the morale of the town, ‘would:be to give
i 3‘ iﬁp‘ﬂ‘e estahlishment ‘altogether, and leave the matter, as in.other
-f"‘ ’}”ﬁlﬁ‘béﬁ m the'hands' of an'efficient police. 'The systera at present
: f‘JG o Mued is totally inefficient for the repression of the evil which it is
g; "’Nﬁn‘tﬁuﬂb& to remove. ‘The ‘terrors of the Spinning House, gréat though
$u f‘f ~¢h“ey *'may be have not unfortunatelv much practlcal moral force.

. N7
:J \‘

2 roctors and their men as persons of’ abandoned characten, ‘who
P‘ "‘afe’iiﬁvertheless allowed to continue their course with impunity; for
, T ﬂﬁy“ﬁave ‘been i in the place so often, that the proctors will not take

i‘ W’%ﬁi “any more.  Oneof'these individuals has:beeniin, at different

ﬁi‘nés« for not less than 108 weeks; and many: others have passed
eﬁ‘ly as long a penod in 1t NS ‘
o ‘*}]_}L"!" (o o3 i 3 ‘ “ { \
9 The *proctor axmyed in'his gown and band, and: accompamed by
s ﬁ?ﬂ"ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ ‘perambulates the stréets of Cambridge during: term time,
a : *10‘1_1_aﬂly out’ of term, armed with powers to arrest any female
he may suapectfof bemg an improper character; and “many
es] *b:ie)mgles have bgen grossly insulted by these functxon'mes,
| ’ »mpelled to pass: through the ordeal of an cxammatlon from
yﬁg mpdeet woman would shrink with abhorren ce.* Proctonal
47"} ~ .

." A

; 5 th;lti‘recent ‘case at the Borough Pohce Court will be
te"’&bsalutary check on proctorial nnpertmence. On: the 8rd of
3& z,.f‘;. a) :gs &he Reverend Jobn Fenw:ck one of the proctors, and two of
e,yg»e ggv)cted befo;c( Henry Staples Toeter, "Egq.; and other
o8, of an assault on E;nma Thompson, a respectable female, whom
q j&‘ ptreets on her way to her own/ home, Fines and 'Costs,

of £6 were, jmposed and levied.  The firmness of the
opomon deaerms 10 be honourably contrasted. with the
a mf o 9uthormea displayed on forfer occasions
b anfwr FACTS are now establwhud I‘xrst,
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laws, unlike other police laws, do not require that the person of
abandoned character should accost any individual, in order to consti-
tute an offence cognizable by the authorities; and in point of fact,
the accosting of an individual, which in most places is made to serve
as ‘o criterion of character, is entirely overlooked. The form of

trial<—if ‘it be not an’ abuse of words to apply such a term  to the
processwhich the prisoner undergoes previously to her final committal

—i8 as repugnant to every principle of justice as it is opposed to the -
notions of every person who boasts of Inglish customs and of

English liberties. . The Vice-Chancellor attends at a private room in
the establishment every morning during term, to sit in judgment upon
the presumed offenders. The public are not admitted ; no friends of
the prisoner are allowed to be present; all legal assistance.and advice
are denied ; and the accused can call no witnesses. The _proctor, or
one of his men who arrested her, the gaoler, or the multum;in parvo
who acts as such, and the Vice-Chancellor who sentences her, are
the only. persons privileged to attend this extraordinary court.of
justice during the trial of the unfortunate culprit The proceedmgs
are very. secret, very simple; and very summary. . The prisoner is
brought in by the gaoler; her name, age, and address are entered
"in the minute-book by the Vice-Chancellor. The proctor, or one of
his  men, states that he: saw her in such a street or place, and,

“ suspecting her of incontinence,” he arrested her. The gacler is
asked if he knows l_x'er, or if she has ever been under his charge
before ; if he replies in the affirmative, the warrant of committal,
for such period as the Vice-Chancellor may direct, is made out, and

, the pnsoner is ordered to be removed. The warrant—-thonghl WS;-_:_{-Z :
T

e

thexr authonty Secondlv, that the Borough of Cambndge has the goqdhfgn ,'
to possess Magistrates who know their duty, and will perform it wxﬂ;%f
favour; or.affections: i it & Ry
- Shortly after the above. convxchon the Watch Commxttee gave dl ﬁqx;g- g
the police to apprehend all dlsordarh prostxtutw, and a recent looal qt gx
‘the Borough Magistrates ample powors to punish all women of t‘bat ﬁgr :
mmbehave themselves in the streets,

.....

' Prootors, tho Pro-Proctom, thenr _men, and the Spmm‘ng Ho
“helieved: that the charge to the Umvemty for these useiess '
..estabhshmqms iy not less than £1,600 per annum; and thi b'.' s th
observable, as the Senato of the Umvemty has tmoe re‘lecfecg

contributing to the expense of the Borough pohce.
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b}g.mso’btmn"azroopy.ro‘fm-psm forth that the pers(sn therein
e‘d m-!ﬁ'ought before the Vice-Chancellor upon such ‘a days she
being suspected of incontinence 3 and that, as he is ‘“satisfied of
-accuracy: of such a oharg-e,”. the: governonis thereby directed to
_zthe gaid person in his safe ‘custody for! the period therem
nedt-l‘ {The ~whole, therefore,  that is necessary to obtain a
) tion in this court, is to be suspected by the proctor orhis men,
rfl'mbe known by the gaoler. " No evidence is required to prove
:qgenmacb on the part of the prisoner; itis not necessary that she

“_- ot d{gvenraowstf any man in.the streets, or be seen in his company.
ough proceeding upon the most. leg-mmate business through the
80ts) auy female whom the ‘proctor’ may chance to: suspect” of
txhenoe is hable to be dragged off to this:sink of nnquxtv |

- & .‘,

& ‘e:oerum not to. BuSpect an innocent person; Lnfortunately
défence, numerous facts prove that even proctors are liable
s like other men. - I was informed: by the editor of one of the

v »
EIVY, PIN 1"‘"

britdge’ papers that he had had; a short time since, & somewhat
e'striigele with the proctor to prevent his'wife being taken off
ﬁﬁa\%ﬂlﬂe walking through ‘the streets in the open day. - T
ot from the Cambndgc Indqoendent the follow1n0' case, which

@bﬁaeﬁi:ie sinee— 7 -
sniNgas 1,}'13; Bt wadbo cie ol
4_._mnnm31mMBN.——The followxng case; has; come
"411:13‘ lips of & _most respecmblo femnale, who is nata-
; "fﬁ’?ﬂment she fece:ved on 'luesday 'evenmg last from
g! C‘A‘?ey? ée'ka ago qhe and ber‘ husband came to
w{{‘,’f— bg&iné’ﬁ; iﬁ‘éy Imnng a dompetency. A shop not
mﬂz‘w'ho isa tallor, rather thari be idle; obtained work
Wi’f "Sﬁ?{g& “Tt ik her habit to meet her husband in
: .ﬁk“ypﬁﬁ‘rhome,.and 45 they have'an appmnted time,
against St. Mary’s Church On "I‘ueaday, thd
i one ﬂ?"k bgfope the' qua;l tire, nccompamcd ‘A friend toa
small glass ~ In the interim his vnfe came up’, and ‘hefore '
A 3 ’eﬁ) ostﬁx aﬁd hfs men came up, ‘and the latter
jer hier bonyet, Jand. afteravulgar gaze, exclaimed,
‘ _f-"*’:ﬁ'-'v 7 'Not wa:é* of ‘the existence of proctors 4
ity mf their hi'g!i’prerogative, she cholrgbt
polg them her naie, énd the gcoasion

n;jnxxgd inko,’ seid tho P"}?fo!a’and 5hc A
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wasitaken into Mr. Parfitt's, and questioned. . They detained her there about a
tor of an honr, asking her various questions. While this was going on
ingide tho house, several persons had congregated around, they having seen the
female in charge of the proctor. The husband, at hig appointed time, came up,
‘and looked for hm wife, and secing & crowd assembled, he inquired’ the ocea-
¢'Why the prootors have got a woman in that house,’ was the answer;
So, not seeing His wife at' that moment, he entered his employer’s to see what
was going onj and, to his aatonishment and dismay, he found his wife in an
excited state, with tlxc proctor and his men. On asking what it all meant, the
prootor, with much dignity, gaid, ¢ We have been doing for your wife, what you
ought to have done. We have prott.cted her.” A conversation follovv'ed durmg
which the proctor said, ¢take your hat'off, 'sir, you don’t know: our power.
Both husband and wife were then allowed to go home, and the next day abq

quar

sion.

was very- illi” SRS T
Another instance of a similar kind took place shortly afterwards,
in the. case of a respectable and modest young woman, the wife of
an exciseman in the town.  The account which she gave me_ of the :
insult thus offered to her was the follomng :— I had been out to a
shop to make some purchases, and was returning home. When I _
was near .St. Mary’s-passage, some man stepped up to me, and
taking hold of me by my arm, said, ®the proctor takes you, if yp,u s
please.” I asked him what he wanted with me. I had never heard
of the proctors or their men, and had only been & few months m the
town, The man made no answer, but dragged me to the proetor,
who asked me my name. I told him what it was, and he then asigqg
me where I lived. I told hira. T had just moved from there, and I '_
then directly said, <Oh, 1 have told you wrong, it is street;,f- |
I was:so frightened I hardly knew what I said.. The prector. said,
“ Oh, I see how it'is; you don’t know where you live, and turned '
round to the man and said ‘bring her along.” I was walking along
crying between the men when I met Mr. , who lives inthe
neighbourhood, ‘and ' who  had known me a long time before T camq, ‘; b
here ; and he said, ¢ My child, what are they going to do with you.’ “
I said T did not know, but that they had: just taken me from St
Mary’s-passage. ' He then asked the practor if he kuew wha he ha&&
got there, and he said, ¢ Oh, yes, it’s all right; she can’t glve:'a‘ﬁy 5
account of herself.’ T caught hold of Mr. ——'s arm and toldluyi ‘a? s
to takc me awav, for I was: very pooxly and frightened. Mr.,‘_Q

f b
“»!.

and lives cloqe by me.’ Thc proctor then let me go, and’ Mr* -
and I walked home together, the proctor and his men folla n

< \“f 13 “\_‘.
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e --.‘~ "'.ﬁmeﬁ-@mm'—-_@had seen mo home, and was leaving
o ._;'fhéi'%Q;;iﬁen “were standing at the door, and they asked
AR et o0 ?:f&fé’)lesaiawas trae,  He said yes, and told them they had
+ " betiter go and apologise to me for it. . They said indeed they would
';ﬁf‘l’ d“?eﬂueSted‘ -hil!} to go back.and do it for them.” A day or
te 3‘-*,' _.N.S.~the young woman pointed out the proctor to a
zent. ﬁéﬁn“ﬁh‘d accompanied her, as being the person who arrested
}-,‘aﬂndwhen spoken to on the subject; he replied, « Whatever was
mmnd all that was done, T did it, and I am the proctor; " and
sed ‘to make the slightest apology. for -the insult. Long esta-
}igsages ‘may reconcile persons to the performance of almost
».T“miliaﬁng services, and it is upon that hypothesis only that we
c‘éase ‘to wonder when we see such duties so performed by
’&ﬁ‘egof education and of high literary attainments. -

T

Jﬁ,‘eﬁac!nce,l will proceed to their treatment while undergoing
the "if;ﬁ;{gishment.m.Upoﬁ‘ this point. I am compelled ‘to give the
yénts ‘of the unfortunate creatures themselves, who “have at
e ;= ,bﬁ,,ﬁmes been incarcerated in-the Spinning House: ‘
Rsaea, By s e : PRI ) Pdan!

e &
o 3 (55 R "3 y p 3 (-~ . y .
% ‘.,;:».‘;,ﬂJu arrest of these persons on suspicion, and their committal

$:3 These statements are, of course, to be received with due allowance
and care. From the manner, however, in which they swere given,
"_&.h,é- evident desire of the narrators to state nothing but 'thetruth,
I believe that they are in the main perfectly correct, and they furnish
”g'j#_ﬁﬁ.x_:ongest possible proof of the worse than inefficiency of the

”80 = system. <1 have been in the Spinning House,” said one
. of these females, “altogether T don’t know how many. times. . They
jon't take mie now ; they always passime. in;the streets as if they
didn’t know me. -When they first take you to the ‘cage, they put
youin the cell where the: bed is. | There is no light and no seat in
' the place. - The governor brings in the warming-pan, ‘and ‘warms

R

?fhéd? for you. They don’t give you any supper ‘the first xiigl;t-'.
*W\f:é&u"ekept in ‘the eell till about nine o’clock the next morning
':A;Jv"'fén»;'the-.governor. comes to us and takés ‘us into the .che-.(llhalx:-

T S R : : t i

sllor’s room—there’s. nobody. there ‘but«tlie governor an

- . YEL® - o . : » " . T ¢
%Wé’etgr  beside himself. and us. The Vice-Chancellor sy ’;,h N&W
Neday < "'.-!‘ﬁ. \'.".‘,-" bres . 4\' F LR ” g 5 3 . ’ |

s hat i proctor+has’ got-to say about ‘this.” “heH T

h a street and met

g o s O] s Jawas walking down suc
Dt el v 8 4 Did she come

Pl

e R 3 ML S i LSy { ’ ?
hie eirl and I think.&he is au improper. character
* this girl, and I think; W,;gggm, proper.
PR AR 8
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quiet'?" the Vice-Chancellor asks, ¢Very quiet indeed;’ perhaps he?d.
gy, and then'a paper is signed and given to the governot, who takes
us back to our ‘cells, - There used to be 7d. a-day allowed for:our
keep, and the keeper used to 'buy the food. 555
that they gave me last time was six ounces of bread for -breakfast, ;
two ounces of tea, about half a pound of sugar, and a ' pint and a
half of milk—that was for the week. ~ Four days in the week I had
for’dinner five ounces of cooked meat and bread or potatoes; fO?
the other three days a pint ‘and a half of soup and five ou'nces of
bread—that was, if there were more than three girls there—if there:
were less than four, it was twelve ounces of suet pudding. 'ljh'e:
supper was six ounces of ‘bread ‘and one ounce of cheese. I'thmk,
that’s about it.  [This account exactly corresponds with ‘the’ dietary
table, a copy of which I took when in the Spinning House.q Ther.e
is a blue striped cotton dress for you, if you like to wear it but if
not, you may wear yotr own. We sit all together in the day-room,l‘
and there’s some' very pretty conversation and goings on, you may
be sure.  [The young woman went on to give some account of theA
proceedings, but'they were of such a character that T forbear to give
publicity to them.] ' There' is no place for us to wash at, exceptat
the pump in the kitchen; and when I was there last they wouldn’t

giveius any soap till we kicked up a row about it, and said we'd go

to' chapel dirty if' they didn’t let'us have some.” ~ *¢ I'have been in,™
said another, 17 or 18 times ; ‘T won’t be sure which, but T always:

have a bit of a shindy with ’em.  Once T had nearly every individual®

thing torn off me by the proctor’s men. When they got me iny they

The allowance ‘of ‘food: |

locked me up in the cell, and wouldn’t give me any supper; and'in.

the morning, because the other girls all said it was a shame to serve
me so, they locked us up in the day room, and would not bring ‘us?

our breakfast till late in the day, so we sat and shied coals”at the’

windows, and broke three hundred squares of glass, and they:gaves
me and the other girls three months in the House of Correction for
thati:isimat st aeiaiaine 4t
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I have been;” said one of these women, kept in the plicé for

~

103 weeks altogether, and they won’t take me any more, I ‘think!

When T kicked up a row there once, they put me in a large celly'in
the top row, and kept me there for three "dave and thiee*a] ggli’t‘é*

without any bed to lie. upon—nothing but the bare floor. "When P
 first went we used to ‘be allowed to have anything we liked t‘é.-;séﬁa;‘:' i _.:
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out for, if we had money, or anything - anybody liked to send us,
except liguors;- but we used often to have gin and brandy sent in to
us in-bottles, marked *bottled porter.” The last time I was i, the
gaoler brought me a bit of bread in the morning, and I threw it at
‘him, and said I wouln’t eat such stuffas that. About twelve o’clock
he brought me a little sugar and a spoonful or so of tea. When the
otheérigovernor was there we had no knives or forks, and we were
‘obliged to take our victuals to our mouths with our fingers. I have
‘often seen the girls dragged by the hair of their heads from the
. sitting-room into their cells, because they did not keep quiet. I
- have been served so myself many times.  Once, when they took me
mthe | streets, they tore nearly everything off me: the proctor
‘twisted my arm almost out of its socket, and I bit a piece out of his.
‘When I was in my cell the gaoler came to take me before the Vice-
~ Chancellor, but I refused to go quietly. - He then said, < If you go
- quiet I will do all T can for you before the Vice-Chancellor.” - When
~ he got me in, he said, ‘Now, you wretch, you shall have all that I
- canever-make him give yvou.’ 1 was so enraged that I seized the
~ inkstand and threw it at him. T could not get.my shoes off quick
_enough before the proctor’s men and the gaoler got hold -of me, ‘or
else I wonld have thrown them at him, so T smashed some -of: the
windows in the Vice-Chancellor’s room with amy fist, and cut it all
e Mifenibly with the glass. At last they got me away and put me in the
*Kf . .1.919 where I lavy curled up m-a pool of blood on the floor
SE s]ept s0
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| yon wreteb you nearly killed me yesfez‘dav I won't’ fornge you,
_ mﬂ-ﬁa dragged me out of that cell, and put me in another, and said,
 “You wretch, stop there; that’s a haunted cell; there was a man
EP:'-‘avr.l*él:i!’ablst.'!armtﬂ:uare. I begged and prayed of him to let me out,

i)}wlonger although I was told to keep )ou locked up. for twelve days
. and nights” Then I was let out. When we were all together we -
g .J ~@3@ our minds that we would get out of place.” ~The first thing
" we .did was to break the pan off the fire-shovel, and. that left it like
~ achi el . We set to-work and got one brick out of ‘the: wall, and
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e ed npon the mortar, to soften it, and
. @gn e got some water and poured upon.
% f_lg);ngﬁod - remove another brick, and at last, by about two o’clock il
: j 1dd1e;of the day, wehad made a hole b;g cnough for us to g
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get through. The people who lived on the other side of the wall
saw what we were about, and they hung up gomething over the hole
to hide it, till we were ready to get out, and when we were all out
we ran as fast as we could—the whole five of us, some with shawls
and some without, but all covered with dust and mortar—up to
Barnwell. Once when the proctor came to see us, he went into one
of the cells, and we locked him in, and while he was there we called
him a * wretched prostitute,” and asked him if he was not ashamed
of himself for following such a wicked course of life. One of us
gave him a long lecture on the impropriety of his conduet, and when
we let him out, we told him that if he was ever caught agam he
should be locked up for a longer time. The longest time [ was ever
in for at one time was three months.”

“On one occasion,” said another, ““the proctor and his men
came into my room, and said I must go with them. I said T was
undressed, and could not go. They said that that should not prevent
them taking me; so they called a coach, dragged me down stairs,
threw a blanket over me, put me into a coach, and drove me of fo
the Spinning House; while the crowds of people in the streets were

pelting the coach and the driver with stones and anything they
could lay their hands on.”

Several others who had been incarcerated mn this hole gave me
accounts of the neglect which they experienced while there: and one

and all agreed in denouncing it as a wretched, dirty, and ill-managed
place. A

——n,

%" The preceding account (the notes excepted) is from “the Morning = .
Chronicle” of Thursday, the 9nd instant. The Editor of a local print
(who foolishly imagines that he is supporting the Universily by glossing over
ils most glaring abuses) has had the efirontery to insinuate that this account
is exaggerated. It may, however, be relied upon as mwy mt‘,‘ A
and it is strongly supported by various Reports of the Imspector of Prisons: §

but, unfortunately, the Inspector’s statements, by being buried in blue books,
have produced less effect on the public mind than they ought to have done.

CauMBRIDGE, 2724 Janruary, 1851,

HENRY SMITH, PRINTER, CANERIDGE.




