CAMBRIDGE VENUE GROUP MAY 1986

FEASTBILITY STUDY: LIVE ENTERTAINMENTS AND COMMUNITY CENTRE:

TWO SITES: THE CATTLE MARKET
ELIZABETH WAY ROUNDABOUT

1. INTRODUCTION

.1 GCeneral Background

There has been an almost total lack of provision for live
entertainment in Cambridge for many years. In a city which

to many people is synonymous with artistic and academic
excellence and creative endeavour, this is a very serious
situation. There is no shortage of local musical, theatrical
and artistic talent, and no shortage of appreciative audiences,
but the longterm lack of provision of a suitable venue for

live entertainment and commuhity activities to act as a focus
for music and the arts has served to fragment and demoralise
the local community of musicians, performers, creative artists,
and all those who enjoy live entertainment. Many attempts to
establish regular live entertainment venues in pubs and halls
around the city have failed due to inadequate sound insulation
or too close proximity to residential accommodation. Those

that survive seem to do so precariously, and are in any case
very small. The events of November and December 1985 served

to bring the widespread frustration felt by a large section of
the community to. the attention of the City Council. Council
Leader Chris Howard committed himself to the establishment of

a new venue for music and live entertainment in the city, and
Councillors and Council Officers were able to hear the views

of the people on this subject at a number of open meetings.

A proposal was worked up by Council Officers for the conversion
of an industrial unit on the Clifton Industrial Estate at the
Cattle Market, Cherry Hinton (JDC AAA 7.3,86). The City Council
then awarded a grant to the Cambridge Venue Group to carry out
a Feasibility Study on this site and on the Elizabeth Way
Roundabout site. The brief for the Study was as follows:

(i) To carry out a detailed appraisal of the Cattle
Market and Elizabeth Way sites, along with a clear
assessment of what objectives could be achieved on
each site, including the possibility of using the
spaces under Elizabeth Way Bridge to provide
workshop facilities, with access from the roundabout,
if possible. To include a full report on the
Architectural/Building aspects of both sites, taking
into account all environmental, planning, and
acoustic.considerations.

(ii) To report on all possible staffing and management
options for the proposed centre, for both sites,
with detailed costings, projected sources of income,
and full business plan.,









SECTION T

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This report from the Cambridge Venue Group itemises the
Group's realistic proposals for the establishment of a new
centre for live entertainment and community activities in
Cambridge. It demonstrates the need for, and the demand for
such a venue, and outlines the potential that the scheme
possesses for filling the gaps in current provision and for
combining a winning selection of,interconnected cultural,
soclial, and community activities under one roof, It shows

the émployment creation aspects of the proposal, and demonstrates
that the venue could be self-financing, as other similar venues
elsewhere in the UK are, given the support of the community

and its representatives,and a one-~off capital commitment to
establish it. It identifies the aspects of the proposal which
need further research, and invites all interested bodies and
individuals to combine to make a constructive partnership

to ensure that the venue is established 'quickly and
successfully as a longterm investment in the social and
cultural 1life of the City ofICambridge.

The main criteria for the suitability of sites as identified
in the City Council's reports of 9.9,83 and 7.3.86 on the
Venue Centre proposals were as follows:

(a) Remote from residential accommodation in order to
minimise noise nuisance.

(b) Capable of being available for use quickly and at
realistic expense.

(c) Having suitable parking facilities within easy reach.
(d) Ideally, having the right atmosphere for the proposed use.
(e) Being easily accessible by foot or by bicycle,

(f) Capable of being easily reconverted to another use.

Neither of the two sites looked at in this report can be said
to meet with all these criteria. The Off icers Reports of
9.983 and 7.3.86 cited above accepted that the Cattle Market
site complied with (a) (c¢) (e) and (f), and stated further
that"it is scarcely likely to have the ideal atmosphere and
obviously the development of a new industrial unit 1is not
going to be executed cheaply". We would agree with these
conclusions for this site, with the following comments:

Re: (b) The building costs per square metre are liable to
be 12 per cent higher than at Elizabeth Way.

Re: (c) The use of one car park for both the Venue and the
Park and Ride scheme could cause problems: on the
other hand it could bring large numbers of people
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