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The Antiquities of

Linton.

On Thursday, May 29th, 1913, the Cam-
bridge Antiquarian Society made an excur-
sion to Linton. A party of about seventy
members and their friends arrived by the
2.8 train from Cambridge. They were met
on Great Joiner’s Close by Dr. W. M.
Palmer, of Linton, who acted as cicerone
during the afternoon. The following is an
account of what was seen and an abstract of
his remarks.

The name Linton is derived, according to
the late Professor Skeat, from two Anglo-
Saxon words meaning Flax-town. But
whether it was so called because flax was
cultivated there, or from the wild flax, the
Linum perenne, which probably once grew
plentifully on the Rivey Hill, as it does now
about Babraham and on the Gogmagogs, he
does not say.

Before the Norman Conquest the valley
in_which we stand was owned for several
miles by the Saxon lady known as Edith the
Fair, and after the conquest it passed into
the hands of the Rar] of Richmond. In
1087 the parish of Linton, as we know it
now, was divided into four parts, each with
a4 separate retainer of the Earl of Richmond
as tenant. The parts or manors, were Great
and Little Linton, Great and Little Barham.
Little Linton extended from the river at
Little Lintoa Farm to the Essex boundary
over a mile away, and included Catley Park,
where Sir Thomas Sclater, a well-known
Cambr;dge man, built himself g mansion in
the reign of Charles 1II. Great Linton
extended from the county boundary neap
the village. to the Worsted Road, oy Wool
Street, and included the Rivey Hill, which
18 more than half as high again as the Gog-
Magogs.  The Rivey hag given its name to a
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species of violet, the Viola Rivimiana. An
ancient cnclosure  on the lli]]~Si(]O, called
Pavne's Pasture, from John Payne, who
lived in the house at the corner of Cole’s
Lane in 1600, was pointed out, and some rare
plants  which grew there mentioned. A
little {further alonge are the Furze Hills; or
< arrells.” a former paradise for hotanists,
but now cenclosed. \k'vstmpu Meadow was
a common pasture along the river
from the village street to the clapper
<tile.  which was the boundary of
the Manor of lattle Linton. Since
the FEnclosure Act of 1840, i1t has been
Jivided by a hedge, and part of it awarded
{o the parish as a recrcation ground. From
an entry in the Hundred Roll of 1279, it
appears that the ford where Stanton’s Lane
crosses the river was known as Chilford, and
taking into consideration the number of
yaths which converge on this meadow, 1t has
een suggested that 1t was the Moot
Meadow, the meeting place of the hundred
of Chilford. The Manors of Barham are on
the other side of the parish, what we call
Linton to-day is chiefly Great Linton, with
a small portion of Great Barham.

The boundaries of Linton market place
were pointed out, viz., the ¢ George and
Dragon” (pulled down in 1912), William
Hill’s cottage (formerly a shop or an inn),
Little Joiner’s farmhouse (dated 1651), and
the market house on the opposite side of the
village street. A great part of this oblong
1s now occupied by Messrs. Holttum’s pre-
mises.  The space so occupied was, up to
1600, covered with market stalls or shops,
1 two rows with free passage all round, and
a market cross next the strect. In 1279 the
Lord of the Manor received rents ranging
from 2d. to 4s. for these stalls, and they are
mentioned as late as the seventeenth
century. Sometime in that century a large
nn, the ““ Griffin,”’ was built on the site.
I'ne yard of this inn, running through to
Joiner’s, may still be seen. Here the
justices held their meetings.  Sir Thomas
Sclater, in one of his notebooks in the
Bodleian Library, gives a long account of
the licensing sessions held here in April, 1684.
In the following century, part of the build-
Ing was used as a woollen draper’s, and the
remaining £01'tion re-named tﬁle “Crown.”
Here the London coach, on its way from
Haverlill, stopped three days a week at
th?'m" and on its way back on the other

ree days at 9 p.m. It was running as late
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as 1830.  Linton market was first held in
1246, when a charter for that purpose was
granted to William de Say, Lord of the
Manor, but was not held on this site until
about 1230. - Tuesday was the market day,
and there was a fair of three days, August
9th-—11th (St. Laurence’s Day). Hilder-
sham and Barham also had market rights
granted at the same time, but Linton being
the largest village soon eclipsed the others.
In the seventeenth century the market was
so populous that the Puritan party procured
a lecturer from Cambridge to preach a
special sermon every Tuesday, and it was dput
forward as a grievance against the Laudian
Vicar in 1643 that he had stopped this
sermon.  Farmers must have been keener
on sermons than they are now. During the
‘Commonwealth, banns of marriace were
published in the market, as recorded in the
parish register. In the next century the
market began to decline, but it died hard.
The day was changed to Wednesday, and
then to Thursday, but all in vain. Increased
means of communication drew commerce
into larger centres. In 1847, the market
was little attended, and by 1864 it had
ceased. It was about this time that the
railway came to Linton. Several old men
can remember the market in full swing,
when a bell was rung at each inn to
announce the market ordinary, when the
arches of the market house were open, and
1t was used as such, and when the lock-up or
cage under the staircase on the right some-
times had decupants, as well as the stocks
on the left. An entry in the constable’s
accounts reads: ‘1674, April 19th, for
w‘a._t_chjglg a Quaker in the stocks, 8d.”’
1

The —

stocks have disappeared, but the lock-up
was shown.  An antique fire engine, bought
second-hand more than a century ago, and
in use until a few years since, now stands
under the market house. It was kept in
the church wuntil a few years ago. A
directory of 1804 ealls the market house a
building of mean appearance, as of course
it is, when compared with King’s College
Chapel.

Here we 'come into contact with the Paris
family, who owned the Linton estates for
about three centuries. Phillip Paris, the
last of the race who enjoyed to the full the
position and estates which he had inherited,
ived near the market place. The site of the
Manor of Linton is marked on an old map
in Pembrolke Treasury as being at the hadl
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of the market place, and Pl}illlp Paris, in his
will dated 1557, directed Yh!s corn to be sold
in the open market, near his dwelling house.

1d building in the corner

1 think that that old ' .
mav be a remnant of some ot the Qfﬁces of
his manor house. Notice the old chimney.

Phillip Paris when a young man had
attended King Henry VIII. to the Field of
the Cloth of Gold, where consequently much
Linton money must have been wasted. But
after his time the money was wasted in a
different wav.  Phillip at once declared for
Marv. when Lady Jane Grey was proclaimed
Queen, for which he was knighted, and he
henceforth remained a staunch Romanist,
and his descendants followed him. For 150
vears the Parises of Linton were regularly
fined and sometimes imprisoned for sticking
to the religion of their fathers. Twenty
pounds a month they paid for all those
vears for not going to the parish church, and
1t eventually ruined them.

At the corner of Market Lane, where
Turvey House now stands, there was for-
merly a small house with two gables, which
was known as the Manor House. Three
photographs of this were shown, all taken at
different times before 1880.  Perhaps the
Manor Courts were held in this house. Two
photographs were also shown of a half
timbered building which stood between the
market house and Horne Lane. This was
’igloign d»czvn algd th? new house erected in

JUY. ortion of t 11di
still be seenpin Horne L'c}tlr?e.o 4 building may

The Black Bull.

fag‘lzlls 1s the substantial red brick building
\Viﬁi WltI}; stucco now occupied by Mrs.
hias a,am i‘ly- Viewed from the bavk, it
from tggl(} ! more ancient appearance than
early ag 1"58“' This was in existence as
Saube M'[ ). For on June 9th in that year
fni de lillicent of Barham, writing to his
B ?{1 Oliver le Neve, says: ¢ We met at the

Ul and drank the health of the honest

gentle T .
illgredzye\,?zs?,f, Norfolk in two bowls of the old

Lai}elfnggu() yard went through to Horne
ing stood j u_::- Lady’s Bridge ; a large malt-
Trust met nd] - At the Bull the Turnpike
and in  gh u‘l‘uég the eighteenth century
215t March . 17g0 20bridge” Chronicle ”  for

1, 1767, is an advertisement of the

Bale of the furniiuy '
owner, Thomz;;“(i‘f-gilz of the lately deceased



Linton Coffee House.
The existence of this shows that the town
was quite up-to-date 1n the eighteenth
century. Squire Millicent dates some of
his letters from Linton Coffee House. — Per-
haps it was the building now ~occupied by
the Literary Institute. Notice the face
over the door. The Thomas Crane men-
tioned above, bequeathed a messuage adjoin-
ing the Bull yard, called the Coffee House,
to his daughter Catharine.
The Unicorn or Red Lion.

A large inn called the ¢ Unicorn
occupied the upper corner of Horne Lane in
1599, the name of the sign being derived
from the Paris coat of arms. The present
building probably dates from the eighteenth
century ; perhaps it was re-named after the
Act of Union with Scotland; it was called
the Red Lion in 1761. It was a noted posting
house, and here the Colchester coach
stopped every day either going to and from
Cambridge as late as 1840. The stables
extended down the lane as far as the red
cottages.  During some recent repairs a
picturesque window was uncovered on the
side of the house next the lane. The walls
are very massive, with several queer little
‘cupboards.  There are moulded oalk beams
inside, and the chimney stacks are worth
notice.  Here the petty sessions were held
i 1340.

On market morning a century ago this was
a busy spot. At half-past nine the ¢ Royal
Regulator,”” Haverhill to London, drew up
é‘i‘t the Crown, and an houy later the

Accommodatlon,” Cambridge to (Col-
<hester, drew up at the Red Lion. Linton
was then the hub of g small universe, but
the coming of the railway diminished its
1111’[301'1;;111(‘6.

I'here are many old houses to be seen on
passing up the village street, but some of
{:)l;iecTishavgol:ﬁgu fa.c-ed' with the dirty white

y .S exceptions are the house on
the left with ‘1716 on the plaster work
The chimney stack looks older. This was
tlvle Property Pof John Stacey, a surgeon
who dled' i 1596. He had a famous recipGi
for making ap incaqdegcent torch out of
glowworms™ ang quicksilver. he next
9c¢cupant was Alexander Holt, who died in
1(?12: He had a son named Ferdinando
after the Lord of the Manor, anq jp his wili
{:artnculurly mentions the wainscot

vench boards ip his house. o

The two last
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houses on the right are also worthy of notice.
A wreath, which perhaps once had within
the mitiats of the owner, is over the door of
ane. and the other has an ancient dormer

window . Both houses have three storeys
besides eellars.

The Greenhill Messuage.

This was pulled down in 1911. It stood
't the corner ot High Street and Cambridge
Hoad, and was a public house called the
White Hart. It is mentioned in the Barham
rentals as early as 1418. It was occupied
by one tcnant, but was theoretically divided
mto two parts, one being custumary to the
Manor of Barham, the other to the Manor
of Great Linton. It is the only piece of
ground belonging to Barham in this part of
the village. In 1598 it was held by Willian:
Ridgewell, a wheelwright, at a quit rent of
4s. 1t 1s called ‘“a little messuage with a
Iittle backyard, situated at the Green Hill."”
The perambulation of the Manor of Barham

on Ascension Day always included this
1solated portion.

This messuage was removed because it
stood 1n the sharp angle made by the road
liere, which, since the advent of motor cars,
became dangerous. This was not always
the main road to Cambridge; previous to
about the middle of the eighteenth century
that ran alongside the slope of the hill, below
Payjne’s pasture, and is now called the back
road.

Opposite the Green Hill is an old farm
house with the date 1693 on the chimney.
This is being allowed to fall down. It
belongs to the Linton Fstate. It ‘vontains
some ornamental plaster work over one of
the fireplaces. It was divided into two
cottages, with a peculiar arrangement of
rooms. The staircases crossed like a pair of
open scissors at the back of the house, so that
the family who lived downstairs on the right
had their bedrooms on the left, above the
living rooms of their next door neighbour,
and vice versa.

_Several old houses with cellars on the
right going down the hill to the Grip, one
with a diainond paned bedroom window and
a jutting out upper storey.

The Mansion House of the Flack Family.

” The remains of this are now the Grip Farm.
©Grip,” a word still in use locally, mean-
g a stream which is sometimes dry. The
grip here is usually dry, but sometimes
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.ﬂ‘mn!q‘tho whole road in fro
Fhe Flack family had been living in Linton
tor many vears, hn@ rose to prominence only
attor the Resloration. Robert Ilack was
an att ey ‘mnl steward of Linton and other
manors, This was a much more lucrative
lu'uiosamn than it 1s now. - He died in 1703,
bequeathing his new chariot and harness to
ll}\ _son-im l‘:l\\'. Christopher Green, a
pavstoran . ot Cambridge, on the condition
that  he would allow his wife (Klack’s
daughter) to ride over to Linton in it when
she wished. One of the family was a boon
companien of Squire Millicent, and like
many convivial men of that age, died young.
The attorney refused to administer his son’s
estate with 1ts burden of debt.  Millicent
has much to say about the helplessness of
Jack Flack’s young widow, and the hard-
ness of the father’s heart. There are several
monuments to the Flack family in the
church. Robert’s heir was his grandson,
Barrington Flack, for whom a plan of the
house and estate was made in 1731. It
consisted of this capital messuage, with 10
acres of garden, orchard and meadow, in-
vluding a bowhng green, and 270 acres of
land 1n the open fields. The plan exhibited
was made by A. Maling, who kept a board-
ing school, one of his pupils being William
Cole, the antiquary. It shows a row of
trees standing along the edge of the path
next the grip. The blocked-up gateway
with brick pillars surmounted by balls, led
into a courtyard. The smaller blocked-up
vateway near the corner led into a garden
house, which has evidently been allowed to
fall down in situ.  The plan shows that
the house was of considerable size, and 1n
1674 it was returned as having 10 fire-
places, so it was more than half as roomy as
Squire Millicent’s house at Barham.  In
the map of 1599 this site was occupied by
Alexander Holt and Robert Richardson. On
ooking at the house on the side next the
parden it is apparent that the eastern and
srincipal wing of the house has been reduced
Lv about two-thirds. When this was done
two roundcls with date and inmtials were
made on the new wall. The date has been
read as either 1525, 1725, or 1825, and one of
the initiuls us S. About the latter date the
mother of the landlord of the Red Lion,
named Shippey, lived here. On thQ north
side of this wing are the remains of
pargetting, and a8 piece of ornamental
Naster containing the fleur de lys and a

mt of the house.
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cothar desion which Mr. Minns suceested

‘ Al
was meant for a bunch of grapes issuing oub

of an acanthus leaf.
Inside {he house there is some oak panel-

lino, but most of this has been removed.

_ In the eher .pm't ,ul“ the garden are the
interesting remains of a domad cellar or jco
house. There were similar structures af
Bartlow and Horseheath.

The situation of the bowling green can be
{raced in the present rickyard.

Burymead and Dovehouse Hill.

This consists of the first two meadows
traversed by the footpath from the grip to
the mill.  Standing by the two trees on the
hillock next Long Lane, the noundary of
the old enclosure called Norton’s Close can
be plainly seen, and below it the mound on
which stood the manorial dovehouse. _The
hedge on the right running from Long Lane
to the river was the boundary between the
Manors of Barham and Great Linton. The
ground between this and the grip stream
from Hadstock was known as Midsummer
Meadow, and was not divided by a hedge as
at present. The two enclosures beyond the
Barham hedge were known as Brick Kiln
Close and the Hop Ground. From this
hillock a  fine view of the Rivey and
Barrington (formerly Ballingdon) I%ill is
obtained. In 1279 the Rivey Wood was a
Egsﬁplzﬁ, up to which extended the Manor
g arham. ,I’n the Hundred Roll it is called
wa;ed“ vey. From this point attention
bl rawn to Sunken Church Piece, between
the windmill and the river. This field
]S'Ifound as early as 1500. On this s n%me
1250 the Hon. R. Neville excavated a Rp0 ot
villa, which he described in the A‘Ol;nap
logical Journal for March, 1851 A'&lcl'tg?:(l)-
further away on t} si i "the
river is the sit fle' Oppasive side of the
Passins  down ebO Eﬁ: hBrfllaIry o bBarl:lam.
hedos & : ) arham boundary
Whii‘j‘l = the rustic stile, the negotiation of
part\-l ‘;“S a delicate matter for some of the

'Ly, a narro lec s
Friars’ Rood w:;(s pj:éfec{l) f n'll(:la'dow s ted g
by a uif : 1is was obtained

Y a gift of the lord of th ‘
‘“swaithes ”?  of grass 3(,3 Mimar oL i
Barham for strewing their }the‘ friars mOf
Margaret’s Day (Julb' 2391" church on St.
patron saint. F £, she bemng Yhely
Hadstock M,

oo .
ﬁrt‘:\tltl}jn?ill% 21 called Linton Mill, this was
the Bishop irouch an arrangement between

I Ot l!le, who 0“’119(1 the manor Oi-






