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St. Columba’s Club

Drama Group Gives

Entertainment

A VARIED programme of comedy
and drama was presented at St.
" Columba’s Club recently by the St.
Columba’s Players under the title of
“The Drama Group Entertains.”

Those taking part in the pro-
gramme gave the audience some-
"thing to think about, in addition to
fulfilling the requirements of the
title, by giving brief excepts from
various productions over the past
few years without identifying them,
The audience had to supply all the
information asked for by the pro-
ducer., Harold Dockrill, and, on the
whole, they succeeded admirably.
A short sketfch. written by the pro-
ducer, was also staged and this
amusing episode was well received.

The casts included Grace Dockrill,
Gwen Green, Marina Hamilton,
Dorothy Graham, Geoff Gillvray,
Jean and Ian Male, Margaret and
Ken Allen, John Chatham and Hazel
Layton. Effects were by Michael
Cosgrove. All connected with the
presentation were thanked by the
Chairman (Rev. A. S. Cooper) and,
after refreshments, the audience
watched the Club’s table tennis
semi-tinals and finals. The outcome
of these was a new singles champion
in the hon. treasurer, Geoff Gillvray,
who won his set against Jean Male
21-7, 21-19.

A farewell was taken of popular
members, Joyce and Less Thurston,
and their baby daughter, Jane, prior
to their departure {o the U.S.A.
Mr., Cooper, in giving them the
Club’s sincere wishes for a safe

journey, commented on their long |

and valued association with the
Club and thanked them for gll they
had done in the past. Les Thurston,
in reply, said that the Club meant
a great deal to them and they had
made many good friends through it.
They looked forward to seeing
everyone again on their return.

TALK ON TEACHING THE
BLIND

“The Work of a Home-Teacher for
the Blind” was described in a- talk
at the Club recently by Miss Dora
Williams. Miss Williams, who is

fully-trained, said that work with.

blind people started as long ago ‘as
1834, at the instigation of Lord
Shaftesbury, when it was mainly tg
enable the blind to read their Bibles.
Since those days, the work had ex-
panded tremendously and, with
trained workers, better organisation
and the benefits of modern medical
science, great progress had been
made, ¢

Miss Williams stressed that the
rst and perhaps greatest obstacle

which had to be overcome was the:

lack of self-confidence which came
with blindness. The home-teacher
had to gain the person’s confidence
too and, if possible, come to be treat-
ed as one of the family. The less
formality there was about the teach-
ing the better. '

She went on to speak of the work
done for younger blind people in
Rehabilitation Centres where they
were taught trades. Once fitted for
work in the outside world there was
sometimes a frustrating and often
depressing wait for a vacancy to

turn up. It was at this stage that,
a friend visitor could be of infinite

value as a source of encouragement.
Miss Williams spoke of many
other aspeets of her work and con-
cluded by telling some amusing
stories illustrating the cheerfulness
of the blind members of the com-
munity. The Rev. A. 8. Cooper
(Chairman) thanked Miss Williams;
a member of the Club, for her ex-
cellent talk. :

e

“Puppet Playtime”
at St. Columba’s Club

“Puppet Playtime” was presented
at St. Columba’s Club by Mr. Spald-
ing of “Model Theatrecraft,” Strictly
speaking it was mnot a_ marionette
show but something which was guite
new to the club members. The “pup-
pets” were flat figures which moved
on and off the miniature stage hut did
not possess the moveable limbs of
marionettes. The novelly was con-
tinued in the “playtime™ or, to be
more precise, “panto-time,” Six club

‘members assisted back-stage by read-
«ing the parts of .the characters who
-were appearing on-stage. The panto-

mime “Cinderella” was in three acts
and the “back-stage cast” consisted of

‘Pam Arnott as “Cinders”, Geoff. Gill-
yray and Tan Male as the Ugly Sis

ters,” Tes Thurston as the Prince,
Dulcie Iinton as Fairy Godmother

;and Jean Male as the Prince’s mesg- |

enger, ¢

After the performance Mr. Spalding
gave a brief talk dbout this “new”
manner of stage presentation which,
he said, bad been started by his fathep

prior to the first World War. He em-

phasised the important parf lighting
played in creating the right atmoss
phere in his productions .and gave
demonstrations to prove his point. In
addition to pantomimes Mr, Spalding
had adapted plays and scenes from
operas which were bhest presented om
the larger stages which he had built,

"~ After answering several questions,

Mr. Spalding was thanked by ths

Chairman (Rev. A. 8, Cooper) for his
production and for his offer, which
was accepted later, to explain the
workings back-stage to clul) members,

The final of the club’s table tennis
tournament was played off, after re-
freshments, between Rev, A. S. Coop-
er and Jan Male. The club secretary
emerged as winner with the scores

121-16, 15-21, 21-10.

s e |
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At

PROGRAMME AT
ST. COLUMBA’S CLUB

“Members’

vision as_their theme for satire, pro-
ducers Jean Parkinson and Leg
Thurston ensured the success of this
21st edition, : g :
With
Thurston) as Chairman,
saw “What's My Line?”
the panel consisting of

o

“viewers”
in which
Grace Dock-

-ton and Yan Male failed to guess the
dccupation of “Mr, Ivor Brush”-—
s chimney sweep—played by Harold
Dockrill and succeeded with “Miss
Potts””—a  sagger-maker’s  bottoms-
knocker!—played by Jean Male.

“Television News Reel” was next
with an anti-Communist investiga-
tion in Washington, the gentleman
undergoing cress-examination trans-
| piring to the British-Ambassador.
An interview with “Mrs. Lily Light-
foot™ (Jean Male), who had just beat-
en the four-minute . mile (with the
aid of a small motor-driven propel-
lor!), preceded an extract from the
trial of “Madame Barbleu™ in Paris,
charged with the murder of eix hus-
bands. T.s Thurston, as the ladv in
question, failed to convince the Pub-
lic_Progecutor of his (her) innocence
and had to poison him too,

3 yvADVERT{S MG

Harold Dockerill and ILes Thurs-
 bon next took part in an opera, lver-
tising' a brand of shaving eream, and,
- this was followed by an interlude of
lantern slides advertising the beauty
of Cambridge. The faet that the
Gam. bore more resemblance to the
Seine and “Grassy Corner,” “Ditton
Docks,” “Clayhithe,”  ete., were
Lmore than reminiscent of famous
Countinental beauwty spots only added
to the fun..

"THINGS TO COME?” concluded
the coming-of-age of the popular ;

“Demon  Andrews” ~ (Les.

rill, Jean Parkinson, Joyce Thurs: }

|
e
1

[ “THINGS TO COME?”.

ight” variet{ Io-
rammes at St. Columba’s Club last °
ednesday., With commercial tele-

oz, T Dl

Pnder the chairmanship of Jean
-Parkinson, an “Animal, Vegetable
for Mineral” panel were soon using
‘every opportunity to advertise com-=
moditiee which, in ‘their opinion,-
were directly descended from the
‘archaeological specimens they were,
identifying. “Miss Ann Teek"” and
“Prof. Archie Logical” were among
the “‘experte” who were played |
-Joyoe Thurston,  Jean Male, Grace -
and HMarold Doekeill.” - o
1 Finally,+ there was a sketch in
qth-reef'soenea portraying the efforts of
!a drama producer, prey Prompt
d q £ ]3 Ft‘
em,” to get his cast on top_ line for
‘opening night, The tender love,
‘soene between Clarissa and Algernon
'could hardly have been “‘acted” with
_less! feeling or more prompting, and
the < result was g comedy. The
roducer was, apparently, sufferin
-irom ‘“‘shallow sleep,” but a dose of |
“Ovalicks” eoon made him aeoJ
.things in a new light and. the acting
on: thé opening nght was, in his eyes,.
superb.  The strange thing was that
«in_fact it was even worse than at the
:rehearsal! Harold Dockrill, Jean and <
iIan Male, Joyce Thurston and Grace -
i Dockrill took part in the gketch, and
- Michael Cosgrove was ‘“effects man”

“Ahroughout. ' ; e, - ;
" Rev, A, 8, Cooper glchairman)l
thanked the producers and .all who
‘had taken part in “Things to Come?””

s

{

P sty

C“MYSTERY AT

GREENFINGERS”
St. Columba’s Players’

Production

AT “Drama Night” at St. Col-

umba’s Club is a major attrac-
tion in the Club’s programme is un-
deniable. For their recent presenta-
tion the St. Columba’s Players
made doubly sure of a successful|
evening by choosing a comedy-
thriller, “Mystery at Greenfingers,”
which was a three act play from the
perr of J. B. .Priestley,  specially
written as a test-piece for amateur
dramatic societies.

The action eof the play takes place
in an hotel in the Peak District
where some members of the staft
have arrived to get things ship-shape
prior to the hotel’'s opening. Heavy
snowstorms cut the Greenfingers
Palace Hotel off from the outside|
world but not before a certain Miss
Tracey arrives with a travelling
companion, Mrs. Jerrigan, and in-
forms Keith Henley, the assistant
manager that he must give them al
night's shelter. He agrees to do so
and lafer, when everyone is either
thinking of turning in or has already
done so, three sharp reports are
heard and, on investigation, Mrs.
Jerrigan appears to have vanished.

Fortunately—or so he thinks—the
hotel’s private detective is present,
and on the following morning Mr.
Robert Crowther begins his unen-
viable task, having made little head-
way on the night of the disappear-
ance. The hotel staff, consisting of|
the staff —-manageress, Mrs. Heaton,
games hostess Helen Tennanf, Jor-
dan the chef, Fred the batman, Sally
and Clara the maids and Edna San-
dars the secretary, are hardly das co-
operative as they might be and
Crowther’s blustering manner only
makes things worse for himself.

One by one he gquestions them and|
the evidence he uncovers only seems|
to make the case more baffling still. |

EXCELLENT PERFORMANCES,

The eccentric but shrewd Miss
Tracey, however, makes more head-
way with her investigations and,
with the help of “that sharp, young
woman,” Edna Sandars, she un-
ravels the real “mystery at Green-
fingers.” The wvanished Mrs. Jerri-
gan is discovered to be Miss Tracey
herself and the questioning of the
staff is directed towards discovering
the agents of a drug traffic organisa-
tion in the hotel syndicate.

As Miss Tracey, Grace Dockrill
gave an excellent performance while
Geoff Gilloray made an admirable
foil for her as the somewhat “dim”
detective, Crowther, who finally ends
up horizontal as a result of a right
hook from Fred.

The sophisticated secretary who
had an answer for everything, was
played with confidence and humour

by Jean Male. Dorothy Graham and |

“Steve” Stacey as Helen Tennant and
Mrs, Heaton both gave realism to
their parts. The chef, Arnold Jordan,
who alternates between exasperation
and despondency, was played by

John Chatham and the smooth-talk- |

ing barman by Ian Male, Brian Ellis
was the worried young assistant
manager, 7

The play was produced by Harold
Dockrill and the backstage helpers
were Michael Cosgrave and Hazel
Layton. All who took part in the pro-

duction "were thanked on behalf of

a full house by the chairman (Rev.
A. 8. Cooper) who congratulated the
players on their presentation.
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