
Shirley School - 1940s 

Details from the Log Book and the Manager’s Minutes . Also from Newspaper reports 1

Overview 
The school opened on 19 September 1932. It was inspected on March 1 1934. In 1936 the 
Educa?on CommiAee approved the construc?on of 2 addi?onal classrooms. The School was 
inspected in Oct 1948. The early years of this decade sees the impact on the school of WW2 

The Log Book was found during the reloca?on of Shirley Infants School from its original site 
in Green End Road to the site it now occupies in Nuffield Road when, on the closure of St 
Andrew’s Junior School 31/08/2006, it became Shirley Primary School.  

The Log Book provides school ac?vi?es as follow 
Detail for Saint Andrews Church of England School Jan 9 1911- Sept 16 1932 
Detail for Shirley School Sept 19 1932- Nov 9 1960 

Shirley Infants School was opened in on Sept 19 1932 taking children from the Infant sec?on 
of St Andrew which then became a Junior School. 
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ENTRIES OF INTEREST FROM THE LOG BOOK FOR SHIRLEY SCHOOL DURING THE 1940S  
Note: The Log Book is lodged with Cambridgeshire Archives 

1940 
May 28 1940 The parents were invited to the school this aXernoon in order to see the 
children go to the shelters, & aXerwards inspect them. 
Aug 30 1940 Kate(?) Townsend resigned as Headmistress 
Sep 2 1940 Alice Mary Hehir commenced du?es as Headmistress 
Nov 27 1940 Manager’s mee?ng record in the Log Book of gra?tude to Miss Townsend: 

Miss K Townsend has served as headmistress of this school since it was opened eight 
years ago, and now she is re9ring the managers wish to express their gra9tude for 
the faithful services which Miss Townsend has rendered. 
They hope she may enjoy many years of health and happiness in her well earned rest, 
and feel sure that the influence for good which she has exerted on the children will 
long endure. 

1941 
Jan 21 1941 In shelters  
1) 10.20 to 11.10 am  
2) 11.40 to 12.15pm  
3) 2.20 – 2.50p,  
4) 3.40 to 4.15 pm.  
Wet snowy day. 
Jan 23 1941 In shelters 10.35 to 11.00 am 
31 Jan 1941 In shelters 12-12.30, 3.45 to 4 noted that ‘children claimed by parents, all clear 
went aXer 6pm’ 
Entries recorded regarding the use of the shelters in Feb, March, April and May 1941.  
Last entry re alerts June 16 1941 

Dec 17 1941 Two HMIs visit in connec?on with the building of a FT Nursery Centre 
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1941 Extracts from the School Log Book referring to children’s use of the air-raid shelters. 
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1942 
Summer 1942 School remained open aXer the end of term, July 24t,h with reduced staffing 
for recrea?onal ac?vi?es. Closed Aug 26-Sept 7 

Note: Miss Hehir’s (Head) records fewer entries giving informa?on on school ac?vi?es in the 
Log Book but mainly regarding staff absences and class numbers at start of academic year. 

1944 
Sept 13 1944 The children had a Harvest Fes?val and aXerwards the fruit and vegetables 
were sold to the mothers. The sale resulted in £8-1s-91/2 p being raised for the wireless set. 
AXer everything paid 11s/51/2 p will be leX for charging accumulators. 

1945 
Feb 2 1945 AAendance this week was very low owing to heavy snow. The mothers find it 
difficult to obtain Wellington boots for chn (children). 

Note: Teachers were given leave ‘on account of leave of husband’ over the war period. 

1946 
Sept 9 1946 School re-opened. Former government nursery taken over by the Ministry of 
Educa?on. Nursery class– children of two years at present in the nursery to be retained but 
in future only three year olds will be admiAed. 

Oct 12 1948 Received report by HMIs on the school Inspected on 11 & 12 May 1948.  
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ENTRIES FROM THE MINUTE BOOK OF THE MANAGERS OF THE SHIRLEY COUNCIL SCHOOL 
Commenced Oct 7 1932 
Last minutes 17 January 1945 
Note: The Minute Book is lodged with Cambridgeshire Archives. The Managers were similar 
to school governors though they focused on the physical aspects of a school rather than the 
educa?onal.  The early years of the 1940s detail issues regarding the use of the school by 
A.R.P. and the First Aid post for the War effort. Note: items of interest only record here 

1940 
Jan 17 1940 
'The correspondent described the steps he had taken to try to put a stop to the serious 
damage that was being done to the grass plot by motor vans and private cars, mainly in 
connec?on with the First Aid Post. He read the leAer he had sent to Ald Briggs as Chairman 
of the A.R.P CommiAee' 

Aug 7 1940 
Miss Townsend was re?ring 
'Miss K Townsend has served as headmistress of this School since it opened eight years ago, 
and now that she is re?ring the Managers wish to express their gra?tude for the faithful 
services which Miss Townsend has rendered. 
They hope that she may enjoy many years of health and happiness in her well earned rest, 
and feel sure that the influence for good which she has exerted on the children will long 
endure' 

Nov 27 1940 
Note of apprecia?on would be entered in the Shirley Log Book (it is in Log Book) 
Headmistress (Miss Hehir) reported that during wet weather parts of the School Shelters 
became unusable 
Temperature charts of the various classrooms were inspected to show the hea?ng was 
sa?sfactory 
More on problems with vehicles driving across the lawn to the First Aid Post 

1941 
Mar 26 1941 
'The Headmistress explained the arrangement that had been made for the use, if required, 
of the School as a Rest Centre. 
Miss Hehir also reported that the present no on the books was 332 and that in view of the 
accommoda?on being reduced by the loss of a classroom, she was not able, at present, to 
admit under fives. It was regreAable that with its splendid equipment and specifically 
trained staff for nursery work, the school should not be able to meet the demand for such 
classes.' Ald. Spalding to interview Ed Off to see what arrangements could be made. 
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LeYer in Managers Book regarding damage to the grass caused by vehicles crossing during 
night Zme “Alerts” 

Jul 9 1941 
Some discussion on proposals from Ministry of Health to erect protec?ve walls to the 
windows of a classroom used as sleeping accommoda?on for female personnel, altera?on to 
the WC.s and the tar paving of a por?on of the ground. Pleased Ed Com. Rejected  

1942 
Feb 4 1942 
Tar paving effected and serving a useful purpose 
Classroom used for sleeping in by some of the members of the Mobile Unit (i.e. First Aid) 
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needs to be vacated by 8am and be no smoking. Request to go to Ed. Officer. 
Caretaker, his son and son's friend had done voluntary fire-watching of the premises and 
was reques?ng recogni?on and small payment. Referred to Ed Officer 

Dec 9 1942 
No central Hea?ng for many weeks now remedied. 
No ac?on on fire watching 

1943 
Dec 1 1943 
'The classroom occupied by the First Aid Post was vacated by them during the summer 
holidays wand was now in use by the School, but so far an addi?onal teacher had not been 
appointed.' 

1944 
Dec 29 1944 
Request from caretaker for addi?onal help for cleaning rejected 

1945 
Jan 17 1945 
Considered plans for proposed site of dining room and kitchen. 
LAST MINUTE RECORDED IN THIS BOOK 
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Papers and LeYers inserted into the Manager’s Minute Book 

Jan 8 1941 LeAer from Managers to Educa?on Officer re Crossing of Lawn by cars and other 
vehicles  

Feb 6 1942 LeAer from Managers (Mr Wormell) to Educa?on Officer re vaca?ng classroom 
by members of the Mobile Unit (i.e. First Aid). Includes a request to prohibit smoking and 
states ' An atmosphere impregnated with stale tobacco smoke is not a suitable one for the 
children to start their day's work in.' 
Also details of the fire watching in early part of the year when the siren sounded at night by 
the caretaker 

Feb 10 1942 Reply from TF Foreman MA Ed Officer 
Request re First Aid Personnel sent to Staff Officer 
No powers to make payment to caretaker, though had tried. Will be covered by firewatchers 
under Civil Defence Du?es 

Jan 1945 LeAers re the erec?on of a canteen in response to the Ministry of Educa?on 
requirement to provide meals in all schools 

Statement of average aYendance for year ending 31 March 1937 compared with 
1935-1936 
Official Accommoda?on 364  
Es?mated Effec?ve Accommoda?on 364 
Year ended 31/3/36: Average aAendance 269 Average number on books 311 % average 
aAendance to average no on books 84 
Year ended 31/3/37 Average aAendance 242 Average number on books 312 % average 
aAendance to average no on books 78 
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Newspaper Reports referencing Shirley School 

Jan 19 1940 
Cambridge Independent Press on 19 January 1940.  

 
'A.R.P. Ambulance try out - Members of No. 1 First Aid Party carrying out at the 
Shirley School, Cambridge, an A.R.P. prac9ce with one of the ambulances which are 
specially converted saloon cars.' 

 Deposited with Cambridgeshire Archive1
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