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Reference Details Page

Accident Mr Shead’s colt kicks man 223/59

Accident Mr Shead overturns trap – very bruised 53/60

Accident Horse overthrows van – Louisa and father 87/60

Accident Gunpowder accident at Edmund Whichello’s shop 43-44/59

Accident Bruce (?) breaks collar bone falling off stack of 
corn

160/59

Accident Louisa, Lydia and Miss Haly have accident in 
pony and cart on Hinchingbrook Hill. Louisa 
badly hurt

21-22/61

Accident Child sets fire to clothes – badly burned, treated by 
Mr Patterson

83/61

Animals Revd P C M Hoskins’ dog 162/59

Animals The dog ‘Tiny’ 57/60

Animals William Morton buys dog 127/60

Animals Bill the cat, drowned by WF and Harriet 69/60

Animals Epsom Salts  to treat cattle 124/59

Animals Dose for horse 227/59

Animals Sick cow belonging to WF’s father – worth £18 177/59

Animals St Neots Fair – 9th May 1861 – WF buys a pony 
from Lant Elderton

9/61

Animals Mr Hammond of Brampton to break in WF’s pony 9/61

Animals WF’s father buys a sow and 9 little pigs at St 
Neots Fair

9/61

Animals WF’s first pony vicious 11/61

Animals WF’s first pony attempts to kick – could go ‘12 
miles an hour’

13/61

Animals Father exchanges ‘Pony 1’ for WF 18/61
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Animals Jonas Webb sale of fancy stock – sheep 260 
guineas. Special train put on from London to 
Whittlesford. Total realised £11,000

27/61

Animals ‘Pony 2’ very lame 27/61

Animals ‘Pony 2’ to farrier – Elliot Sheldrick offers 
exchange

30/61

Animals ‘Pony 2’ exchanged with Elliot Sheldrick (‘have 
lost £10 by my first 2) ‘Am deceived in the third 
deal’

35/61

Animals George buys pony from Mr Brimley for £18 63/61

Animals Longs sheep wash 157/59

Animals Runaway horses, Mr Gimson’s 97/59

Animals Mr Waldock’s runaway pony 156/59

Books Bickersteth’s Family Prayers Large print for WF’s 
mother

67/59

Books ‘How I Tam’d Mrs Cruiser’ 25/59

Books Family Bible – 60 parts at 1/- each 172/59

Books/Newspapers Cassells Paper 45/59

Books/Newspapers Edwin has given up the newspapers 120/59

Books/Newspapers People’s Journal 113/59

Books/Newspapers Annie M to circulate periodicals 189/59

Building work Robert Maynard makes brick kiln on farm he has 
bought ‘occupied by the late Thomas Barnes’

21/61

Building work Mr M asks Mr Hoskin for some ground (details of 
rent)

89/59

Building work ‘Premises next door’ 215/59

Building work Piece of ground next door 225/59

Building work Mr Nash wants £100 for ground next door 20/60

Building work Piece of ground – Mr Tickle involved 23/60

Building work Mrs M and SA look at a piece of ground ‘against 
Mackeys’

23/60
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Building work Rebuilding old loft over cellar (Mr Pamphilon) 32/60

Building work Austin whitewashes new loft 43/60

Building work Mr M sees Mr Thurnall the solicitor about piece of 
land

44/60

Building work Piece of ground, Miss Hollick 49/60

Building work Piece of ground – Mr Tickle, details of ground rent 50, 
51/60

Building work Piece of ground – Mr Pilgrim 55/60

Building work Clay bats 57/60

Building work Henry M and father measure ground of Pilgrim’s 58/60

Building work Cost will be £300 59/60

Building work New house not yet begun – but they have found 
the well (3rd May 1860)

72/60

Building work Clay bat wall begun 13th May 1860 77/60

Building work Mr Gimson asked to build Mr M’s house 88/60

Building work Work on house will take 3 months 96/60

Building work Cellar in gateway begun by bricklayers, Mrs M 
lays first brick

49, 
51/59

Building work New rooms for George, where old loft stands 79/59

Building work Mr M receives estimate for addition to house 59: 24

Building work Mr and Mrs M sleep at new house for first time, 
May 1861. 

10/61

Building work George talks about the building concern 87/59

Building Society – 
Borough of Portsmouth

70/58

Charity Mr Hoskins buys calico for poor 194/59

Charity Tea, sugar, given out by Revd Hoskin 132/58

Church/chapel Ceraphim to be inaugurated at Duxford? 59/58

Church/chapel Missionary meeting - £4.10 collected – Mr Mason, 
missionary N W America the speaker

13-14/61

Church/chapel WF visits Balsham Church 41/59
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Church/chapel Black man preaches at Wesleyan Chapel, Buckden 12/59

Church/chapel Chapel in Norwich – instigated by Mr Hall’s father 102/59

Church/chapel Chapel at Duxford enlarged 135/59

Church/chapel Whittlesford Church locked 11/59

Church/chapel Bells at (Whittlesford?) Church Old and cracked 90/58

Church/chapel Buckden Church Re-opened 1 April 1860 
WF visits 93/60

52/60 

Church/chapel Harmonium for Duxford Church 68/58

Church/chapel Missionary Box 5/59

Church/chapel Missionary meeting at Barnwell

Church/chapel Missionary Meetings 69/59

Church/chapel St John’s Church 119/60

Church/chapel Sunday School pupils impudent 190/59

Church/chapel Sunday School – disobedient boy 207/59

Church/chapel Sunday School treat 34/59

Church/chapel Primitive Methodist Chapel 78/60

Church/chapel Church Missionary Meeting 78/60

Church/chapel Dorcas Meetings 33, 
92/58

Church/chapel Dorcas meeting 194/59

Clothing Edwin Smith ‘quite a swell’, ring, violet kids 193/59

Clothing Crinoline (large lady wearing) 29/60

Clothing Annie Maynard has a pair of coloured stockings 
and ‘showed her legs awfully’

2/58

Clothing WF measured for new suit of clothes 50/60

Clothing Emma’s new ‘fast hat’ 94/60

Clothing White kid gloves to WF from Cousin Edmund 8/60

Clothing Accident on line, London train delayed before 
Lydia Farrinton’s wedding, bridesmaid does not 
get her bonnet in time for wedding!

5/61
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Clothing WF & SA go to Cambridge to buy a black bonnet 
for Mrs John Holiday

40/61

Clothing Mr Farrington buys Mrs F a dress 27/59

Clothing WF buys black straw turban hats for SA and 
Harriet at Sayles

116a/59

Clothing Club Clothing Club to be served tomorrow 27th October 
1858

102/58

Clothing Club George ‘fetches the good back they had for the 
Clothing Club’

207/59

Clothing Club Order to Ilotts for the Clothing Club 128/60

Clothing Club Mrs Markby tries to make WF buy cheap wors’d 
stockings for Clothing Club

132/60

Clothing Club ‘Done rather better than last year’ 63/61

Collecting money for 
the parish – George

45/60

Colloquial ‘Dunmow Flitch’ 1/58

Colloquial ‘Feasy’: George ‘feasy’ 194/59

Colloquial ‘Six quarter’: Arthur Prime had the six quarter 
tonight

48/59

Colloquial ‘Snuffy’: George is rather snuffy 158/59

Colloquial ‘Soft soap’ 130/59

Comet 1858: 
70, 71, 
75, 79, 
88, 90, 
91, 98

Communication Telegraph wires up, through Newton and 
Fowlmire

6/59

Cost of living Lodgings Edwin. 7/- per week 185/59

Cost of living Lodgings Edwin. 5/- per week 187/59

Craft work SA gives WF Berlin Wool worked slippers 182/59

Craft work Watch hooks started by Emily Maynard 21/59

Crime Woman murders child by drowning 111/59
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Crime Robbers at Epping 177/59

Crime Boy Ward robs Mr John Holliday 211, 
214/59

Crime Break-in attempted at Mr E F Oslar’s 225/59

Crime Break-in at Duxford shop, money stolen. The boy 
Ward questioned. Wine bottle with Mr M’s private 
mark found

26/60 
28/60  
29/60

Crime Boy Ward steals orange from Duxford shop 37/60

Crime Flogging 38/60

Crime Boy Ward’s mother offers money to Mr M not to 
prosecute – fears transportation for her son.

40/60

Crime Boy Ward sentenced to 1 week in prison and then 
flogging. Mr M wants boy flogged

43/60

Crime Attempted burglary at Mr Scruby’s, Duxford 54/60

Crime Henry Twinn of Duxford loses 3 ducks to a ‘parcel 
of boy thieves’

54/60

Crime Mr Donohoe’s horse stolen 87/58

Crime Transportation 55/59

Crime Drunken fight 75/59

Customs Maybush 8, 15/58

Customs Maydols 8, 15/58

Customs Pan cakes 34/59

Customs Plough Monday 5/59

Customs Plough Monday 9th January 1860 5/60

Customs Hot cross buns 1/59

Customs May dolls and singers (1st May 1860) 70/60

Customs Valentine: George gets a card 20/60

Customs Valentine: SA has Valentine from London 21/60

Customs Valentine: Louisa gets presents for Valentine’s Day 
(from Mrs Hall snr, Jenny)

47/60
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Customs Valentine: Jenny’s children have lots of presents 
on Valentine’s Day

48/60

Customs Valentines SA received in 1854 and 1855 122/58

Customs Shrove Tuesday 1/58

Death Suspension bridge accident, Yarmouth – many 
killed

110/59

Death Mrs Peters, the char woman, goes to lay out child 
of Thos Creek

136/59

Death Lodger dies at Hannah’s 215/59

Death Thos Barnes dies/funeral 21, 
28/60

Death Revd Graham of Hinxton dies in Italy 21/60

Death Mrs Smith Snr dies, 13 April 1860 61/60

Death Old neighbour Prime’s husband buried 73/60

Death Mr Hunt’s funeral 79/60

Death Miss Boyden dies 81/60

Death Mr John Rayner dies, inflammation of the bladder 83/60

Death Mrs Wilson commits suicide 23/58

Death Nurse Ward’s funeral 88/60

Death Man dies in wall accident 99/58

Death Two ‘bad girls’ – girl killed driving carriage 116/58

Death Elizabeth Barker dies age 21 33/59

Death Mr Smith Snr dies 112/59

Death Revd Blackwell’s little girl dies of Diorea 151/59

Death Mrs Wallis ‘the Irish Woman’ dies in childbirth 216/59

Death Sawston man dies in a fit 130/58

Death Mr Goddard’s eldest daughter Emily dies of 
consumption

7/61

Death Mourning sent to Hannah Goddard by the Wm 
Ilotts

8/61
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Death Jack Farnes dies 11 June 1861. Bad behaviour of 
his family 

15-16/61

Death Mr Russell, WF’s landlord dies. Ulcerated throat – 
tube inserted to keep him alive

20/61

Death Old Mrs Robinson dies 21/22 August 1861 40/61

Death Charlotte Jane Ilott (Jenny) dies, Friday September 
6th 1861 
Buried Norwich cemetery Sept 11th 50/61 
46/61 
Had diarrhoea for three weeks before death 51/61 

 

Death Mr Jay dies in Cambridge Hospital 53/61

Death Miss Sophia Markby Dies 2/58 Buried 
4/58

Death Sarah Markby dies, 27 years – consumption 73/61

Death Mr Monks dies (entry Sunday December 8th 1861) 77/61

Death Prince Albert dies of typhoid fever 78/61

Death Miss Cooper dies seven weeks after her sister 79/61

Death Old maid lodger found dead in Hannah’s house 48/59

Domestic WF’s clock gives wrong time 75/58

Domestic Washing machine – Mr M buys 157/59

Domestic Washing: ‘Jane quite knocked up’ 169/59

Domestic SA ironing nearly all day 171/59

Domestic Water comes in at sink hole and WF repairs it 237/59

Domestic Washing machine 42/60

Domestic Mr Kettle cannot find lodgings – shares WF’s bed 92/60

Domestic Sale at John Livermore’s – WF buys bed, ale and 
sundries 126/60

126/60

Domestic SA cuts WF’s hair 87/59  
100/59

Domestic Poison put down for rats 118/59
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Domestic Mr Mole sleeps with George 7/59

Domestic Spring cleaning: ‘turning the house out of 
windows’

65/59

Domestic Spring cleaning? Burning brimstone 66/59

Domestic Swiss fork and spoon for chopped salad 13/59

Domestic New carpet down in WF’s Duxford house 12/61

East Norfolk Election 35/58

Engineering Henry Maynard sells an anchor to Mr Jones of 
Newport, Mon.

37/59

Engineering Bridges – order for 1000 tons at Crumlin 92/59

Engineering Shannon Bridge dispute (Henry Maynard) 154/59

Fair Langley Fair, 25th May 20/58

Fair Midsummer Fair 32/58

Fair Elmdon Fair, 24th June 33/58

Fair Linton Fair: William buys SA a wedding ring 47/58

Fair Godmanchester Fair 64/59

Fair Godmanchester 75/59

Fair St Neots 75/59

Fair Sturbridge Fair, 25 Sept 1860 – WF goes, feet 
blistered

112, 
113/60

Fair Harlow ‘Bush Fair’ 68/58

Fair St Neots – 9th May 1861 – WF buys a pony, WF’s 
father buys a sow and 9 little pigs 

9/61

Fair Sturbridge 52/61

Family Edwin loses watch 42/61

Family Mother’s father (Grandfather Starr) leaves each 
member of the family 36/- WF buys spoons at Mr 
Reed’s

79/61

Family Edwin loses carpet bag 191/59

Family Tremendous quarrel (George and Mrs M) 231/59
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Family Row over cabbage 92/59

Family Mrs M’s temper 93/59

Family Maynard family row 145/59

Family Row over pie crust 149/59

Family Quarrel, Mrs M & George. Topsy gets hysterical 19/60

Family George misses Bessie at Cambridge 46/60

Family Mr M makes a will 230/59

Feast Bourn

Feast Whittlesford Tradesmen Club Feast 86/59

Feast Whittlesford 91/59

Feast Duxford 90, 
93/59

Feast Buckden 106/59

Feast Sawston, 9th April 1860 ‘commencement of feasts 
in the neighbourhood’

62/60

Feast Bourn June 1860 82/60

Feast Bourn 20th May 1861 9/61

Feast Duxford (?) Tuesday 21 May 1861 12/61

Fire In Mr Pollard’s shop 28/59

Fire John Shead’s cart shed. Quickly put out 83/59

Fire Mr Oslar’s farm yard, Duxford. Ogal the groom 
breaks horse’s knees

95/59

Fire At Geo Barker’s farm – 6 horses burnt. Mrs Shead, 
ill in bed, gives orders. James Jackson keeps poor 
men’s club book 

6, 7 & 
8/60

Fire Mr Headly’s hay stack on fire 102/60

Food & Drink Father (Mr Farrington) ‘baking 
dinners’ (presumably for other people?)

161/59

Food & Drink Chinese sugar canes growing in Middlemore 125/59

Food & Drink Coffee for supper 200/159
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Food & Drink Herrings for Billingsgate 8/8 per 100 104, 
105/59

Food & Drink Green peas and new potatoes 96/59

Food & Drink Doe nuts 98/59

Food & Drink Rhubarb tart 104/59

Food & Drink Beef patties and lemonade 105/59

Food & Drink Gooseberry tarts 108/59

Food & Drink Ham sandwiches 109/59

Food & Drink Ham sandwiches 115a/59

Food & Drink Duck for dinner at Buckden 135/58

Food & Drink WF picks cherries at Duxford 43/58

Food & Drink Champaign and Pine Apple at Mr E F Oslar’s 125/59

Food & Drink Supper of chicken and pigs chap 132/59

Food & Drink Watercresses 150/59

Food & Drink WF skins a hare 163/59

Food & Drink Roast onions for supper 187/59

Food & Drink Ham goes off and is buried 195/59

Food & Drink Brandy and water with butter 210/59

Food & Drink Supper – hot coffee and bread and butter 210/59

Food & Drink Turkeys 229/59

Food & Drink Beef stake and roll’d pudding 24/60

Food & Drink WF buys a rabbit 47/60

Food & Drink Bread 6 ½ d per 4lb loaf 87/60

Food & Drink WF salts pork 90

Food & Drink Louisa makes elder wine 123/60

Food & Drink Pheba bottling elder wine 130/60

Food & Drink Watercress Middlemore and the Crote 56/60

Food & Drink Watercressing 69/59
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Food & Drink Grapes 83/58

Food & Drink Mr  M brewing 28/58 
34/59

Food & Drink Walnuts 124/58

Food and drink Mr Maynard brews 86/59

Food and drink Currant crop 146/59

Food and drink Grapes – Mr M gathers and begins to make wine 186/59

Gardening WF plants lettuce and mustard seed 70/60

Gardening WF ties up raspberry canes 70/60 

Gardening Raising potatoes 120/60

Gardening WF moulded the cilery (sic) up 181/59

Gardening WF up at 5 o’clock to garden 71,74 /
60

Gardening WF sows Windsor beans 76/60

Gardening Mr M spudding up thistles 163/59

Gardening Mr M bring SA some flowers and takes a pot of 
Musk

12/61

Gardening WF mows 12/61

Gardening Wm Knott mows WF’s barley. SA & WF turn it. 36/61

Gardening SA catches snails 88/59

Harvest Gleaning 51/58

Harvest Gleaning 134/59

Harvest Mr Oslar away at harvest time 147/59

Harvest Harvest supper 158/59

Harvest ‘Hawky’ supper for Mr Headly’s harvest men 166/59

Harvest Plum puddings for ‘horkey’ 36/61

Harvest Favourable harvest 1861 38/61

Health Mr Maynard, in Wales, is ill 4/60
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Health WF has headache – sleeps on sofa nearly all 
afternoon

35/60

Health SA, pain in side 39/60

Health Old Mrs Smith dropsical 41/60

Health WF not well, SA gives him chicken broth 42/60

Health George has a ‘push’ on his nose 53/60

Health Old Mrs Smith dropsical 54/60

Health Bessie dangerously ill – has typhus fever 80,82/60

Health George poorly – pushes on back of neck 100/60

Health Uncle (Whichello?) low spirited 102/60

Health George, carbuncle on neck – cut by Mr Prince 110/60 
111/60

Health Mr Barker of Highfield House dangerously ill. Dr 
Paget from Cambridge comes

112, 
121/60

Health Turpentine for chilled feet 4/58

Health Rheumatism – SA 10/58

Health Annie M bruises forehead – leaches used 11/58

Health SA hurt back ‘cleaning up’ 17/58

Health Mrs Wilson – typhus fever 25/58

Health Ginger plaister on SA’s side 112/58

Health Too much blood flows to head 121/58

Health SA, pain in side 122/58

Health Game leg – WF 123/58

Health WF rheumatism in left leg 123/58

Health  Mr M’s liver 125/58

Health Pea soup – belly ache 125/58

Health Dr Prince prescribes out doors exercise for Topsy 129/58

Health Helena Goddard ill with fever – a great many 
children die from it

132/58

14 March 2000



 14
GENERAL REFERENCES          WILLIAM FARRINGTON’S DIARY  

Health SA pain in side 132/58

Health Mrs Maynard has ginger plaister on face 135/58

Health Mr smith snr – a shivering fit 136/58

Health ‘Little Festus’ - SA 5/59

Health Turkey Rubard (sic) – prescribed for SA 5/59

Health Mrs Smith, of Burwell – brother-in-law dying (age 
24)

5/59

Health SA high fever – Quinseys 8/59

Health Mr M – a blister behind each of his ears 8/59

Health WF not well – takes gin and water 13/59

Health Mr Headly violent pain, stomach cramp – peas 
soup

21/59

Health Hangover – WF and George 22/59

Health WF ill at Epping (Mr Pollard’s) Mustard plaster 
for throat, Dr Prince says it was not 
‘Diptheory’ (Mrs M also ill)

26, 27, 
30/59

Health Mrs M headache 32/59

Health Hannah’s baby not well 33/59

Health SA very poorly 39/59

Health Mr M very ill 46/59

Health Mr Smith Snr, shivering fit 54, 
79/59

Health Joseph Gentle – sore throat 81/59

Health SA headache 84/59

Health Indigestion, George 93/59

Health WF hearing – visits Dr Prince 94/59

Health WF mustard plaister behind ear 95, 
97/59

Health Mr Smith snr v. ill, Dr Prince 95/59

Health Mr M – headache 101/59

Health Mr Smith snr dying 107/59

Health Mr Ilott – ‘Diorea’ 108/59
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Health Aunt Whichello ill, rheumatism etc 115/59

Health SA ‘nervous’, quite ill 143/59

Health WF pain in hip 148/59

Health WF pain in forehead and eyes 153/59

Health George, diorhea 162, 
185/59

Health Miss Tickle has small-pox 167/59

Health WF rheumatism in arm 175/59

Health Father very poorly 189/59

Health Father, Lydia and Mr Hall all poorly after Kate’s 
wedding

193/59

Health Edward Smith ill with violent pain in his body 203/59

Health Father’s illness after wedding 208/59

Health George Priestley in hospital 208/59

Health Mr M very ill – brain – leaches used behind ear 219, 
222/59

Health Headaches: 1859 = 38 references (majority SA)

Health Mr Goddard ill – unable to go to business 8/61

Health Uncle Whichello poorly – sight gone 11/61

Health Mrs M ‘old complaint’ 14/61

Health Jack Farnes dangerously ill – inflammation of the 
bowels

14/61

Health SA unwell – WF gets her a cask of stout 15/61

Health Father has liver complaint 18/61

Health George’s wife ill 21/61

Health Mr Jay in hospital at Cambridge has a toe cut off 
‘afraid it would mortify and cause his death’

28/61

Health Jenny Ilott seriously ill (29th August) 43/61

Health WF diarrhoea for a week after returning from 
Jenny’s funeral Oct 6th 1861

51-52/61
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Health Baby Ernest Ilott very ill 54/61

Health Miss Gellatley stays with WF & SA: ‘has face 
ache’

62/61

Health Little Willie Ilott very poorly 64/61

Health Mr Monk unwell 66/61

Health Sarah Pollard has ghastic fever while at Mrs 
Catherwoods (visiting mother in Guy’s)

70/61

Health Miss Sarah Markby ill in Cambridge at her brother 
Thomas’s

71/61

Health Edward Brand has two fits 55/60

Health Mr M falls over and can’t get up 82/61

Health Mr Ilott has pains in side and headache – unable to 
attend business

2/62

Health/Colds Cold prevention – feet in water and a mess for 
supper

124/58

Health/Colds Cold cure – grog 127/58

Health/Colds Cold prevention 2/59

Health/Diphtheria William Hall seriously ill with Diptheorie 38/60

Health/Diphtheria Kate has had Diptheorie throat 48/60

Health/Diphtheria Mrs Robert M ‘Diptheory’ 174/59

Health/Ears WF ear ache 31/59

Health/Ears WF deaf 36/59

Health/Ears WF hearing no better 38, 
46/59

Health/Ears WF hearing – SA syringes ear with hot water 53, 
54/59

Health/Ears WF hearing 58/59

Health/Ears WF ear – gets lotion from Dr prince, SA syringes 100, 
101/59

Health/Ears WF’s ear – consults Dr Prince 178/59

Health/Eyes Mother cannot see 6/61

Health/Eyes Mother to Guy’s Hospital for operation on one eye 
Sarah Pollard visits her 70/61

65/61 
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Health/Eyes Mother back from Guy’s after eye operation – Mrs 
Catherwood with her.  
Thinks there is frost etc 77/61

76/61 

Health/Eyes Mother’s eyes worse – needs operation 74/60

Health/Eyes Mother’s sight worse, father wants one of his 
children at home

107/60

Health/Eyes Mother’s sight so poor, not fit to be left alone 133/60

Health/Eyes Cataracts – Mother 3/58

Health/Eyes Mother’s sight worse 27/59

Health/Eyes Mrs M’s eye inflamed and rheumatism in hip 30/59

Health/Eyes Walter M ‘sand blight’ in eyes caused by bright 
sun in Australia

79/59

Health/Eyes Mother’s sight poor 162/59

Health/Eyes George’s eyes weak – poultice 220/59

Health/Fits Mrs Ann Sheldrick has a fit 137/59

Health/Fits Richard Sheldrick falls down with fit 97/59

Health/Fits Edward Brand has 2 fits 55/60

Health/Mental Mr M unwell ‘tries to write in his diary but could 
not remember – could make the letters but not 
spell the words’

39-40/61

Health/Mental Asylum, Fulbourn 120/59

Health/Mental Mr M low spirited and unwell 97/60

Health/Mental Mrs Wilson’s daughter a ‘maniac’ 26/58

Health/Mental John Arnold jnr ‘out of his mind’ 119/59

Health/Mental John Arnold ‘very little better’ (Miss May Arnold). 
14/- per week at Fulbourn

197/59

Health/Mental John Arnold taken to Fulbourn 5/59

Health/Teeth WF has tooth out at Mr Patterson’s 72/60

Health/Teeth WF has tooth out at Mr Patterson’s 90/60

Health/Teeth Tooth abscess, Mrs M 14/58
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Health/Teeth WF toothache, ear tender 146/59

Health/Teeth Toothache: 1859 = 8 references

Health/Teeth Tooth ache 129/58

Health/Teeth Mrs M has tooth drawn 2/59

Health/Teeth Mr M has false tooth put in 58/59

Health/Teeth SA toothache, headache 140/59

Health/Teeth Jane – two stumps of old teeth drawn 186/59

Health/Teeth WF has tooth drawn 186/59

Income Tax 120/58

Inns/Pubs Sports held at George Inn 42/58

Inns/Pubs Black Bear, Cambridge 116a/59

Inns/Pubs Black Bear 213/59

Inns/Pubs King’s Head – John Sheldrick takes it 126/60

Inns/Pubs Little Rose 24/60

Inns/Pubs Exhibition public house 44/60

Inns/Pubs Dinner at Langley Bull 69/58

Lady Day

Leisure Fireworks 106/58

Leisure Lecture on astronomy and desolving views in the 
Meeting House

113/58

Leisure Jane and SA visit Squire Huddlestone’s house in 
Sawston

157/59

Leisure Christmas: Miss White’s Party (4th January 1860) 2/60

Leisure Christmas: Mistletoe, kisses 2/60

Leisure Christmas: Robert Maynard’s Party 9/59

Leisure Christmas: Robert Maynard’s party ‘too grand’ for 
WF ‘about 30 there’

8/60

Leisure Christmas: Miss Sarah Holliday’s party 10/60
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Leisure Christmas: Maynard’s Party 18 January 1860. 5 to 
6 visitors arrive. Party breaks up at 3.

11, 12/60

Leisure Christmas: E F Oslar’s party – broke up at ½ past 
3.

14/60

Leisure Christmas Day 1861 at George’s 80/61

Leisure Gipsy Party 44/58

Leisure Brass rubbing 41/59

Leisure Band, Sawston Playing 68/59

Leisure Bat and Trap: 35/58  
59:123, 137, 149, 150, 158, 165, 168, 170

 

Leisure Bathing machines 35/59

Leisure George plays concertina 45/59

Leisure Cricket Duxford v. Balsham 85/59

Leisure Cricket Duxford v. Royston 98/59

Leisure Cricket 11 of All England cricketers play on 
Parker’s Piece

135/59

Leisure Cricket at Elmdon 32/58

Leisure Crystal Palace 37/58

Leisure Fox hounds at Whittlesford 221, 
223/59

Leisure Fox hounds meet in the park, 20th Jan 1860 12/60

Leisure Fox hunting - Mr Pollard goes 27/59

Leisure Man playing harmonium in street 114/59

Leisure Charades 6,7/59 
2/60

Leisure Piano, singing 96/59

Leisure Bird imitations by Joseph Gentle 99/59

Leisure WF’s holiday to Norwich/Yarmouth 102/59

Leisure Norwich Castle 102/59

Leisure Telescope 103, 
104, 
110/59
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Leisure Sea bathing, Lowestoft 104/59

Leisure WF goes for a sail – sees fishing boat wrecked 105/59

Leisure WF sails up the river, fishing 106/59

Leisure Gipsey party 107/59

Leisure New Pier, Yarmouth 109/59

Leisure Sea bathing 109/59

Leisure Brittanica Pier, Yarmouth 1d entrance 109/59

Leisure Militia band 110/59

Leisure Bathing machines 114a/59

Leisure Eating house 115a/59

Leisure Race Course Midsummer Common – man 
knocked down by horses

116a/59

Leisure Piano 133/59

Leisure Mr Hatton goes fishing 133/59

Leisure Music and singing, violin 133/59

Leisure New silk for front of piano 144/59

Leisure Visit to Buckden 217/59

Leisure Visit to Buckden Palace 218/59

Leisure Chess – George plays at Mr Oslar’s 224/59

Leisure Mr Hatton hires a piano 234/59

Leisure Advocate (a game) 236/59

Leisure Charade 236/59

Leisure Charade 13/60

Leisure An electrobiologist mesmerises four boys at Town 
Hall, Cambridge

18/60

Leisure Skating – Robert Maynards family on Mr 
Towgood’s meadow

20/60

Leisure WF and SA have a day in Cambridge. Go to 
King’s College Chapel with Mr Moule

24/60
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Leisure SA invited by Edwin to Cambridge to see 
American views shown by an American – ‘such 
frolicking’ WF

43/60

Leisure Sarah Pollard gives ‘full dress dinner party to 26’ 
very grand

48/60

Leisure Emma Maynard gives music lesson to Miss 
Waldock

79/60

Leisure Crystal Palace 94/60

Leisure SA in Wales. Returns 131/60 (14th October 1860) 98/60 

Leisure Magic Lantern 34/59

Leisure Christmas party, kissing 7/59

Leisure Ventriloquist Mr Newman 65/59

Leisure Electric shock at Collyceum (sic) 1a/61

Leisure WF & SA gather shells on Brighton beach 1b/61

Leisure Soldiers play football on Portsea Common 2/61

Leisure WF & SA have their portraits taken in Portsmouth 3/61

Leisure Singing class for SA 12/61

Leisure Wm Morton plays cricket 12/61

Leisure Cambridge Flower Show 14/61

Leisure Hounds meet at Little Shelford – Prince of Wales 
with them

72/61

Leisure WF & SA go to Miss Robinson’s for tea 83/61

Leisure New Year’s Day invitation to Robert Maynard’s 
2 Mr Scrubys and 3 Miss Scrubys

85/61 
1/62

Leisure Christmas – mistletoe kiss 2/59

Marriage Breach of promise of marriage by Henry Headly 47/59

Marriage Wedding: Alfred Allen Cards 
82/59 
Tour 
85/59
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Marriage Wedding: Henry Maynard Canons greet Henry and 
wife in Crumlin 

87/59

Marriage Wedding: Henry Maynard 80, 
81/59

Marriage Mr E F Oslar’s marriage history 126/59

Marriage Kate Farrington travels to Portsea for her wedding 155/59

Marriage Bells rung for Miss Headly’s wedding 167/59

Marriage Kate’s wedding 192 and 
232/59

Marriage Mr Moule to marry again – his forewoman Miss 
Mary Ann Brooks

24/60

Marriage Lydia and Edmund ‘on the point of marriage’ 71/60

Marriage Elizabeth Jay marries Mr Churcher from London 94/60

Marriage Sarah Usher, of Buckden, Marries Alfred Jacob, a 
butcher, of Huntingdon (a school fellow of WF) 
11th Sept 1860

106/60

Marriage Miss Rebecca Flitton marries a gardener from 
Hayden, Essex

127/60

Marriage ‘Suppose SA and I will get married’ 133/60

Marriage Wedding: Henry Maynard Miss Allen’s dress – 
green and pink shot silk

60/59

Marriage WF marries SA, 8th January 1861. Description of 
wedding and wedding tour

1 to 4/61

Marriage WF’s wedding present list: 
Family bible, walnut tea caddy, writing case & 
small book, envelope case to match writing case, 
plated tea and coffee service; stone butter cooler; 
two earthenware candlesticks; set of tea trays; 
silver spoons; plated toast rack; ink stand; pair of 
Liquors; plated stand and cruets; silver sugar 
tongs; pair of salt spoons; silver Muster (sic) 
spoon; gold watch guard; ‘pieces of needlework’

4/61

Marriage Lydia Farrington marries Edmund Whichello at 
Buckden, New Year’s day 1861

5/61
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Marriage George marries Bessie Hopkins at Hertford 6th 
May 1861, Portsmouth and Isle of Wight for 
honeymoon

9/61

Military Mr Pollard gone to drill 135/60

Military Edwin joins Volunteer Rifle Corpse (sic) 92/60

Military Rifle men at Cambridge – (19th May 1861?) 11/61

Military Soldiers daughters home at Hamstead (sic) 67/59

Discipline Mr Wallis thrashes his boy Charley for not 
cleaning horse – mother threatens a summons

111/60

National Events Indian War ends 59: 68

National Events Shipwreck - The Royal Charter 204/59

Photography ‘George’s photographic concern’ (business or 
leisure?)

169/59

Poems 48/61 
55-56/61 Death 
56-58/61 Birth of Florence Ilott 
59-60/61 Birth of William Ilott 
Prayer, New Year’s Eve 85/61

Pregnancy/Birth Lydia expecting baby in September 1861 21/61

Pregnancy/Birth Mrs Henry Maynard gives birth prematurely – 
baby dead

21/60

Pregnancy/Birth Hannah Goddard expecting another baby ‘low 
spirited’

8/61

Pregnancy/Birth Bassinette for Lydia 24/61

Pregnancy/Birth George’s wife Bessie expecting baby 24/61

Pregnancy/Birth Bessie, George’s wife, ‘lying in bed so much’ 31/61

Pregnancy/Birth Bessie – baby expected after Christmas – ‘wanted 
to engage a nurse’

66/61

Property Mr M looks at his cottages at Duddenhoend 168/59

Quarrel Mr Prince/Mr Headly 184/59

Railway Mr Hatton’s luggage delayed thanks to ‘the 
beautiful management’ of Eastern Counties 
Railways

138/59
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Railway Edwin Maynard walks from Cambridge ‘down 
railway lines’

66/60

Railway Shelford station engine boiler bursts 62/59

Railway accident George Turner ‘met with frightful railway 
accident’ (no details)

2/61

Railway accident Accident on line, London train delayed before 
Lydia Farrinton’s wedding, bridesmaid does not 
get her bonnet!

5/61

Rate collecting George goes 230/59

Romance Elliot Sheldrick writes poem – An Address to 
Crumlin – where he first met Jane

40/60

Romance Mr Kettle seen with his head in Miss Farnes’ lap 80/60

Romance Story of Mrs Thos Evans of Sawston 
corresponding with a married man.

118,119, 
121/60

Romance Jane and Elliot Sheldrick fall out 19/61

Romance Elliot Sheldrick is unfaithful to Jane 37, also 
41-42/61

Romance Elliot Sheldrick writes vulgar and abusive letters 
to Jane 

52/61

Romance Emma Maynard’s ‘sweetheart’ is Edward Clark – 
they go to Hyde Hall for his sister’s wedding

72/61

Sale of land 10 acres of ground at St Ives belonging to Alfred 
and Sarah Allen

47/60

School Revd Hoskin sees Mr M about new schools to be 
erected

39/59

School National Schools building begun 90/59

School Workmen get dinner, tobacco, Bible and another 
book from Rev Hoskins

199/59

School Opening of New Schools 205, 
206/59

School Night school 221/59
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School Mr Hoskin abused over new schools – parents 
don’t want to pay 1d a week for children’s 
education. Will Holland threatens to break the 
windows

5/60

School New school open in evenings for boys and young 
men who cannot go during day

5/60

School Mr Canham gives lecture to children at the ragged 
school

24/60

School School committee 46/60

School New school to be built 24/59

School Tea party for opening of new schools 194/59

School School Festival, Duxford, cricket, racing, 
‘prisoners base’

30/61

School Mr Deadman ‘has notice to leave the school 
having offended Rev Margetts in some way’

71/61

Shop WF whips impudent boys outside shop 125/58

Shop (Maynards) Closed at 11pm 95/59

Shop (Maynards) Opening times: ‘Wanted ¼ to 11 when I came out’ 125/59

Shop (Maynards) Fire proof safe – Mr M buys one for his books 157/59

Shop (Maynards) Mr M brews 100 gallons of beer 189/59

Shop (Maynards) Christmas Eve takings 234/59

Shop (Maynards) Weighing sugar til 9 o’clock 3/60

Shop (Maynards) Finish at 11 4/60

Shop (Maynards) Henry M sends adverts of shops in Cardiff for WF 33/60

Shop (Maynards) Agreed to get another assistant for the shop ‘until 
the Duxford business is done’

36/60

Shop (Maynards) Bonnets received from Hall & Illott 41/60

Shop (Maynards) 3lb yard butter sent by WF to Jenny and Kate – a 
novelty in Norwich

42, 
48/60

Shop (Maynards) Wages: Mr M gives WF ‘more than he ever gave 
anyone else’

45/60

Shop (Maynards) Stocktaking at Duxford 61/60
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Shop (Maynards) 3 years since WF came back to Whittlesford after 
living in Horncastle (18th April)

63/60

Shop (Maynards) Edwin and Mr M ‘money hunting’ 108/60

Shop (Maynards) Door (Duxford) left open all night 82/59

Shop (Maynards) Short change incident 100/58

Shop (Maynards) Took £19 Christmas Eve 133/58

Shop (Maynards) George ‘printing breastplate’ for Miss E Barker 34/59

Shop (Maynards) Earthenware, Ely 96/59

Shop (Maynards) Meadows £30 a year, Morton £15-20 a year at 
Whittlesford

32/61

Shop (Maynards) 6 years ago today since I first left home to live 
with Mr Geo Maynard at Duxford 25 January 
1859 
12 months ago today I was at Duxford shop – 
George had not long left there 

12/59

Shop stock Load of pork 50/60

Shop stock Cheap Jack earthenware on sale 187/59

Shop stock Candles 3/60

Shop stock Barrel of lard 123/59

Shop stock Butter 145/59

Shop stock Earthenware 1/58

Shop stock Candles 222/59

Shop stock Stoves and fenders 12/58

Shop stock 2 hogsheads sugar 17/58

Shop stock Carpets and calico 145/59

Shop stock Carboy of vitrol 32/58

Shop stock Calicos 32/58

Shop stock Poison 110/58

Shop stock Lard 127/58

Shop stock Mince meat 128/58

14 March 2000



 27
GENERAL REFERENCES          WILLIAM FARRINGTON’S DIARY  

Shop stock Pork 130/58

Shop stock Salt 74/59

Shop stock Drapery 172/69

Shop, Duxford Mr Pollard writes to WF to press for money 6/61

Shop, Duxford SA to Norwich to buy drapery 7/61

Shop, Duxford ‘Best day in shop we have had’ May 1861 11/61

Shop, Duxford Busy selling plums and currents ready for the 
Feast

12/61

Shop, Duxford Mr & Miss Brown look over house next door ‘this 
is too good for them’

12/61

Shop, Duxford WF takes 7 year lease on premises 28/61

Shop, Duxford WF has Bill printed by Mr Bond advertising low 
price provisions

41/61

Shop, Duxford Old lady named Poulter and daughter interested in 
taking house

44/61

Shop, Duxford William Morton leaves (details of earnings) 45/61

Shop, Duxford WF and SA to Norwich to buy winter stock 53/61

Shop, Duxford Mr Pollard writes to ask for money owed 
WF writes to Sarah ‘I shall not be pressed for 
money’ 69/61

61/61

Shop, Duxford WF goes to Camb with Mr Bentham to choose 
cocoa carpet

71/61

Shop, Duxford Servants steal sugar and make sweets while WF 
away at Christmas. James steals loaf sugar and 
plums

80-81-82
/61

Shop, Duxford Mr Ilott asked to assist stock taking 2/62

Shop, Duxford Jane and Joseph Gentle to have management of 
Duxford shop

178/59

Shop, Duxford Man from Withersfield and his mother enquire 
about Duxford business

22/60

Shop, Duxford Alterations to shop at Duxford 49/60

Shop, Duxford Sale at Duxford shop – details of prices 62/60
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Shop, Duxford Young man at Fowlmire applies for details of 
Duxford business

67/60

Shop, Duxford WF to take Duxford business for 1 year (27th April 
1860)

68/60

Shop, Duxford Details of takings at Duxford 69/60

Shop, Duxford Messrs Abbott & Son of Royston to value fixtures 
for Mr Maynard at Duxford 

70/60

Shop, Duxford Alterations to Duxford shop (‘grocers shop and 
drapers’ – 84/60) 72/60 
Plate glass 75/60 Work begins 84/60 
Shop papered 85/60

Shop, Duxford Cost of starting Duxford business 73/60

Shop, Duxford WF asks for goods on credit from Mr Ilott and Mr 
Pollard

75/60

Shop, Duxford Cheese and pork at Cambridge Market 86/60

Shop, Duxford WF advertises in Independent Press for an 
assistant

93/60

Shop, Duxford Mr M wants note of hand for £200 for Duxford 
stock

60: 
98,99, 
103,104, 
105,107

Shop, Duxford Assistant Wm Goodrich stays only 2 weeks. New 
asst gets £10 per year

100/60

Shop, Duxford Mr & Mrs Ilott, Mr & Mrs Pollard, Mr & Mrs 
Chatterton all visit Duxford shop

101/60

Shop, Duxford Gleaning affects shop takings 103/60

Shop, Duxford WF arranges earthenware 108/60

Shop, Duxford Cloves 121/60

Shop, Duxford Ploughs 122/60

Shop, Duxford Plough beam for Duxford Grange Farm 128/60

Shop/Whittlesford Christmas Preparations 233/59

Shops (not Maynard) WF buys whip at Ickleton 226/59

Shops (not Maynards) Mrs Cooper and Mrs Wilson have nothing to do 110
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Shops (not Maynards) Sale of Sawston shop 56/59

Shops (not Maynards) One of the Rickards of Babraham coming to open 
a shop at Sawston

44/60

Shops (not Maynards) Ilotts closes 11/12 102/59

Shops (not Maynards) WF visits Mr Pollard 135/60

Shortest day 96/59

Social comment Wife beating ‘6 men beat their wives in 
Whittlesford’

171/59

Tea meeting at Duxford 43/58

Train accident Man has both feet cut off by train at Shelford 195, 
199/59

Train accident Old Simeon Wilson killed 30/59

Train accident Man ‘cut to pieces’ near Chesterford 101/58

Train accident Station master at Shelford run over by express 
train while crossing line and killed

114/58

Train accident Man killed at March 115/58

Transport The Great Eastern – accident on first voyage 173/59

Transport Omnibus 9/59

Transport Rumbletumble 49/58

Transport WF borrows horse to go to Cambridge 90/60

Transport Sociable 93/59

Transport Train: Norwich excursion tickets from Cambridge 
7/-

99/59

Transport Excursion train to Yarmouth 109/59

Transport Pheaton 109/59

Transport Parly train, Excursion train, express train 115/59

Transport Buss 115/59

Transport Bessie walks from Waterbeach to Cambridge – no 
train on Sunday

223/59
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Transport The Mr Robert Maynards – getting very grand – ‘a 
four wheeler’

27/61

Transport Tyre comes off wheel (of pony and trap?) 40/61

Weather Lightning sets fire to wheat stack. Strikes boy and 
sheep

85/59

Weather Boy struck by lightning 87/59

Weather Lightning kills men at Huntingdon and Cambridge 28/58

Weather Snow 229/59

Weather Snowstorm 18/60

Weather Mild 35/59

Weather Heavy gales – trees blown down 34/60

Weather Snow, hail and rain 21 April 1860 65/60

Weather Floods in Mrs Brand’s house 82/60

Weather Beautiful harvest weather 45/61

Weather Well low 76/59

Welfare Linton Union: pauper’s burial, 22/58

Welfare Linton Union: burial of woman 71/59
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