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er her completion the "Viscountess

vas on charter to the then Prince of

stationed at Windsor, and Was

time her appearanc

afterwards King Hdward V During this
shorter, with a lantern roof,
was from the
The cabin was decorated in white and
red velvet'.

yalty had finished with

launch. | sengers,

was lengthened, and in place of the lantern roof a strong deck,

er seats, was constructed. Sta at either end gave access
The steering was now moved from the bow to the forward
end of this upper deck, as we see it today. But the original electric drive
remained until well into the present century.

Exactly when this electric drive was removed and

Ltuted I have been unable to discover. Nor do I know how
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Immisch Zlectric Launch Co., faded out. But by the year

v ~

late Mr H.C. Banham of Cambridge, acquired the boat, the original twin

screws nad given place to one, and the petrol engine, of 20 h.p. had taken

overe.

The "Viscountess" was brought from the Thames by sea to King's Lynn
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The journey was done in stages, each stage with a local pilot in charge.

me

Tney did not travel after dark more than they could help but put in to
various ports, and kept within sight of land on the way. The voyage was
not without hazards, but the weather was kind, at any rate until they left
Yarmouth, and were on the longest leg of their journey. Then the old
"Viscountess" showed that she was no sea-boat. She rolled horribly, being
"all top and no bottom'. As the weather worsened, she began to ship water

over the bow, and they were thankful to reach the harbour of Wells, on the
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north Norfolk coast, She remained there for quite a while, waiting Ior




sven then,

there are many across the tidal part of

Sluice, to say nothing of mud-banks.
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"Viscountess'! is about 12 feet above the water.
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tide was running up to Denver

‘therwise, they would have been
e bridges, st ing on the mud. However, thanks
good engine they made it. I am glad they did. The
not be the same without her. Besi 5 child,
made the trip to Clayhithe aboard her. t st o lxXpence.
all bright varnish, and polished brass-work. No white paint, as now.
It is of interest to know how she came to have the name "Viscountess
together with the carved figure-head, complete in Victorian
corcnet, which, presumably represents Her Ladyship. The story
Canada during
Edisony, The two men became Ifriends, and
ibility of electric wvehicles driven by the
{dison had devised. On his return
Westminster Electric Traction Co. to build such
and took into association a Mr Moritz Immisch, who was similarly interested
The Westminster Electric Traction Co. was not a success, being before
time, and the company went into voluntary liguidation. A few years later
1880, Immisch formed his Electric Launch Company, and his old friend,

Viscount Bury was associated with the new company. This venture was a

as we have seen, and when they produced their largest and finest

success,

boat, they named it after the Viscountess.

eyw Ffamni 7 his
Viscount Bury was & close friend of the Royal family, and this,

> W,
probably, accounts for the use of the boat by the Prince of Wales.




Jury", in spite of her considerable age, evidently

before her. Iler owners, Banham Marina, last year

and very fine she looks. During her sixty-two

; ]
has "ot through" number of enginecs, and her latest
has ''got through'' a number of engines, and n s

It seems likely that she will reach her century -

go - a great tribute to her Victorian

the many men, who, through the years,
d of Trade standards.

I must acknowledge the great help I have received from many

people in compiling the above. I should particularly mention the late

Mr H.C. Banham, Mr George Watkins, of Bath University, Mr Brian Hillsdon,

of the Steam Boat Association, and the Earl of Albemarle.
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