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The firm was estahlished by H.J. Gray at 5t. Johns Lollege Facquel
et racouets. At first it was mainly concerned
acn 5 ]
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Courts in
in eatisfyine lecnl reguirements, but
the world became their marroet.

family attaining

i8 no in
that of the

in the records of srort there stance of one
particular brarch of snort than
From 186%-1878 there were four

three of this family held the

greater pre-eminence in ary

Gray family of Cambridpe in

professicnal champions, and of the four,
championship for &2 years, while the other two brothers were amongst the

racquets,

leading playere in Great Britain.
There were five brothers of the Gray family:-
Henry John Gray - born in 1837, eldect of the remarkabtle quintette
of brothers and the first, on the 15th of March 1863, to win the Enslish
Racquets Championehip. iH.J. Gray was first {ntroduced to racquets in 1847,
This was in the days of the open courts and he was enrared at the old
court at the University Arms. Sixteen years passed before he was at the top
of the tree, although longs before 1853 his prowess hud been shown in
exhibition matches, and he was krnown ‘ar beyond the confines of Cambridre.
Eeanwhile the ercction of the famous courts at Prince's had done much to
popularise the game and it was here that one of the matches which Francis

Erwood and Sir William Hart-Dyke played took nlace, FKart Dyke was successful
in winning, By this time the skill of the Cambridpe player was such that in

his name a challenge was issued to the winner of the Erwood and Eart contest,
but it was never taken up. The challenpe rerained open to all comers and
was backed by a stake of £200. No one could be found to face Henry John
Gray, who, as recorded in "Badminton" was consequently the first to take the
championship out of London. With one brief interval of two years, the name
of Gray, was pre-eminent in the world of racquets for close upen a quarter

of a century. For three years H.J. Gray enjoyed the undisputed title of
ly climbing the ladder

chaqgteuyﬁﬁﬂilnnhilo his younger brothers were steadi
and | T no one ready to take up his challenge he yielded the title to his

iam,

.w A
: fw ¥ was for many years master and instructor of racquets at

llege, Cambridge. He instructed his four brothers in the game

- many of their matches. He was also interested in local affairs
sounciller and a J,P, for rany years. Henry John Gray died 8t»
aged 7€ ycars,

“
ray. William was born in April 1846 and became the finest
d at that time ever seen, 'When he was 16 years of age he
beating Dalton, the marker at the Vice-Repal Lodge
' champion of Ireland at the time his elder brother
His brother Honry yielded the championship title
2hth 1866 and this he held for nine years. In

h Foy at Aldershot and soon afterwards at the age
‘@ ever deposited for a racquets match,

s

-

_keen interest racquets excited in those days,
may be _nntgqnogl' that the stake of the
Gray of Cambridge and Frederick Foulkes of
champions ayen edther side of the Atlantic, was no
dollars) and wagering being very much in fashion
Ort, heavy sums were laid upon the result. The watch
title of champion of the world and was partly played at
*ub Kacquet Court, 53 & 55 West Thirteenth St, New York on
8y the 22nd and 23rd of april 1867 and partly at the Ulster




Club Racquet Court, Belfast, Ireland on the 1st of July 1867,

Incidentally, it should be mentioned that the former champion H.J. Gray
had devised a scheme of scoring which, to all intents and purposes, did away
with the possibility of a draw. Two matches, one in America and one in Belfast
were to be played and it was conceivable that each man mirht win one match and
also win an equal number of games in each match. Consequently Henry Gray, who
made the arrargements for the rreat match decided that the "aces" - a term well
known to racquet players - should be scored and as it was scarcely possible for
the competitors to score the same number of aces a definite conclusion as to
whether Great Britain or America should be supreme at the game was arrived at.

Both in America and in the more familiur court at Belfast William Gray
was successful, not however, without a terrific struprle, which tried the stamina
of both men to the utmost. In the New York match Gray was one game and 25 aces
ghead and he finished up at Belfast the winner by three pames and 44 aces. While
in America the champion had a "Uenefit" at which he and his sixtcen year old
brother Joseph were matched arainst Foulkes and William Devoe,

The Hon. Alfred Lyllelton and others writing of William, the most
trilliant of the talented brothers, stated '"lLe played racquets just as George
Lambert plays ternis - like a pgentleman and a sportsman. iHis object was, no
doubt as that of all great players must be, to win, but he was not satisfied
with victory unlesc it was achieved in faultless style. When the greatest
masters of various games are passed in review none seem to have quite equalled
Gray in combination of absolute success with absclute gracefulness.

wWilliom was a quiet and rather reserved youns man except when in the
company of his friends. He was instructor for scmetime at olé Princes' and then
at Eton College. He died with rggﬁd e?nannption in December 1875 at the early
age of 29 and for a short poriq§¥ championship pasted out of the Gray familys'
keeping. 7

Joszeph Gray - Born
in his first attempt in 1875
who was known to the sporting
was rlayed at Rugby in Januar,
the title for less than thr,:?*“"'
champion.

lf:oungcat of the five brothers,
+!g‘”g$§oqtcd by Harry Faires,
S « The return match

Joseph became char
the championship for ten year
man, Peter Latham, Cueens 05'1

pames to three with eight ace
the four pames strairht off,

Joseph, ss well a8
racquets, havinc crossed the |
lad but alrcady such a fine pi
men of mature years were arp
of his form the first champi
a player to America to match
a prize of £100. Joseph mad

Joseph Gray wa !
of age. He was a very b
A man of rreat intelligenc
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wae trained for all his mat



and like his brothers was taught racquets
He was stated to be a fine player and

n Joseph for his matches and in 1888 he
hut was unsuccessful, Walter was

walter Gray - Born in 1851
at St. Johns College by H.J. Gray.
excellent trainer. He helped to trai
tried to avenpge Joseph's defeat by Latham,
the same heirht and weight as his brother Joseph, and for 5 years was an
insiructor at Harrow and then Charterhouse 3cheols.

- Born in 1852 and like his brothers William, Walter and

Georre Gra
- CEe uray Collere, Cambridge .

Josenh was taurht the pare of racquets by Henry at St. Johns
He was stated to be one of the best playerse in Enrland, althourh he never
played in Public matches. He also was an instructor at sast India College,

raileybury.

1882 Grays Lawn Tennis Racquets used by H.R.H Irince Rdward of Walcs.,
(Edward VII)

Horace Georre Gray =- boern in 1866 was the son of H.J. Gray and joined the
Firm in 1863, He started at the bench and went rirht throurh the workshops and

thus had a real practical experience in every section of the racquet making
business. He later became Manapring Director of the Company.

.G, Gray had a quiet but forceful persocnality. He was an excellent
racquets and lawn tennis player whilst he alsc played golf, cricket and was a
very rood oarsman. He always tock a great interest in public affairs and for
over twenty years cid good service as a County, Town and Urban District
Councillor, an Income Tax Commissioner and a J.P. He was a Past Master of his
¥asonic Lodrpe, on the Lxcutive of the Manufacturers Federation when it first
started ard also a keen member of the Sports Trade Golfing Society.

made pgreat progress, growing from a

Durirg H.G. Gray's time the firm ma
company. H.G. Gray died on the 12th of

small business to a large limited compan

1885 Gold Medals awarded at L Cork.
1898 Racquet balls were used by Pete Latt f7i'ﬂﬁis championship match at

Manchester, 8 T

1890 Playfair Factory in Searle &
Retail Shop and Racquets Cg
London Cffice at &, Goswel
% hole Golf Course at Grar - ~
The Cambridpe Lawn Tennis irst i BRENY Beas. vt s g

1891 Manufacturing Golf Clubs
The Dunelin Lawn Tennis pe
Fives Balls arnd Hockey st

1893 Cricket Bats and Kacquets

1908 The Masterpiece Lawn Tenn
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1913 First Staff Dinner = 10 employees.

1914 ¥r. Leslie Gray (younrest son of E.G Gray) killed in a motor cycle

accident lay 7th aged £2 years.
o

1915 Eth March, death of Nr. H.J. Gray at the are of 70 years.

Posts, Tent Pegs,

ticketinge
Tables

1914/18 Factory on war work producine Tent roles,
“tretcher recles, Telerraph [osts, Line Labels, Latrine FPosts,

20-0 Employeesn,

1917 Cotober 18th the firm was reqictered as a Private Limited Liability
Company with hir. ii.G. Gray as Chairean and Mr. H.D. Gray and Mrs E.M.
Gray as ".:e other Lirectors.

Ferms and Fallets,

1018 February 26th - fire in the old building causing considerable damage.

- elds-t son of H.G. Gray born in 190% and educated at
«fter leavine colleme about 1911 he entered the firm and
he went rip at throuch the workshops as his father had

jeint manaring llirector with his father,

.nro‘ﬁ Dourlas _Gray
Framlinrham Collepe
started at the benc
done before him, iie later became j¢

During the 1914218 wae H.D. Gray served in France and was awarded the
Croix de Guerre. He war s keen sportsman and was a member of the Council of
the Federation of Sports (cods Manufacturers.

e was marriecd to Aliscn Rhone Cecil-lWrirht on Cctober 2nd 1931 and
died on the 16th of Farch 1938 at the age of /5 years.

19159 furchace of the Tennis Courts at Milton Road, Cambridge.

16232 The Compnany purchased i@gg%%ﬁ?@.m°t°” car.

19e% furcrase of Playfair Ui from H.G. Gray,
Additional workshops Pl Sair Works (finishing shop and
Stores,)

1525 Labour strike at Playf
Sguash racquets used by Charpion of
Enpland. - i

Fr. A. Coppen appointe

1926 The Self Help Club

1927 The fcllowi"r lines \ troduced:- Ligl >, Double Blue
and Varsity Blue Tenn Arht & sh Ha on
racquets,

- ”m 2 9

1928 "o Badminton and Rag
vy Eir Georre Thomas

293 The Super Blue and 8
Blue Yockey stick fif

1932 rurchase of J, lHash

“ports eéquipment.
Hockey sticks,

19%5_  Furchase of cottags
derclition and the
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ton Coa ant winn of muny ‘rofasslional Championehipe,
rch -  death of 1L, U, Gray joint sanaging director.

, ane - IS Alison none (Gray n-~“1nt@u a Lirector o' the Ceupany.
13th ¢uly « H.G. Greay and Frs X.M. Gray resirned their Di rectersnips.,
ir. S.o. Few anmiointed u Director of the Corpany 13th July,

The Silver Gruy Steel Zhafred Badminton ruccuet was first introducad.
Foermation of Gravs of Jarmhridre Court Construction Co.Lta.
12L% November - Jeath of Mr. H.G. Gray former Manacing Director.

‘he company en-aved on war contracts making stabiliser fins for salloon
Trare; panel:s Tor aircraft; tent vegs; water trourhs; tent melletta

wnd picketing vostc also eleeirical components for aircrsft.

The Sadrinton =nd Rucouets Oou ts at lilton Road were turned inic =

fartory and proficed elects 1§rt8ffor aircraft.
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Alizon Rhone Gray = Born 1901, lirs Gray occupied a position in the sports
trade far greater, perhaps, than had ever before been attained by a woman.

Not only was she the principal of one of its most important firms, but she
personally supervised all its various departments. A#As Chairman of the
Racquets Group of the Federation of British Manufacturers cf Sports and Games
and a merber of their council ehe played a part in the governance of the trade
in which she was such a well known and respected personality.

It was on the death of her hushand, Douplas Gray in 1938 that Krs
A.R. Gray took over the manarement of the firm. At that time some thought
that she was shouldering too rreat a responsibility but little could they
have foreseen the position to which ehe wne destined to raise the old
establiched firm in the course of 12 years.

It wae during hrs Gray's repime that the firm incorporated many
important co-cerns enpaged in the manufacture of sports equipment - Hazells
Ltd, Fulerum, Austin, Bri/rs, iicolls, Shaw and Chrewsbury, #ainwrights of
Leeds and the Gray-Arnold Court Construction Co.

Tn addition to her normal business activities, ¥Mrs Lray had varicus
outeide interests such as running of a farm at her estate Coton Court and a
hotel in Buckingham,

¥rs Gray died at the are of 49 years at University Hospital, London
on the 13th of February 1950, '

19L7 EUZChasc of shares and business of Gray-Arnold Court Construction Cc.
ta, k ..
The building and extenrsi .3'3'("'3“ offices.

_ The extension of the factory by the building of two new work
(Tennis Ball Dept and Eng e shops

1948 Sale of chares and interes
1950  Sale of lilton Road Fag

1%th February death of
9th January - appointi
hiss L.}, Dixon as Dij
B.5. Few, ¥r. Coppen
Grays Scuash racquet
Charpion 1550 & 1951
and the Fakistan Squa
15t» May - death of B
September Mr. H.Y. G
an ajrrentice, having

1953 Introduction of the '
is a process which pf
21st Birthday Party e



. It was in 187 that L.Jd,
picturesgue Hobertshrig

The quickly beran to
he wae Talking them fo
of cricket bats bec
of Nicolls was founded,

Nicolls, a village carpenter, in

e beran making his own cricket bats.
attract attention and it was not long before
r his friends, His fame prew and the making
ame a whole time occupation and so the business

¥r. Nicolls duughter married Percy C. Lridger who succeeded his
father-in-law and manamed the business until 1926 when ill-health
caused him to retire. Mr. A.L. lewhery and lr, U, Nicolls Bridger
(son of P.C. Bridger) then took over the control of the bucinese.
¥r. Newbery was a rood cricketer nimself having played for Sussex,
the Stoics, Blue Mantles, Wanders, Hastings and Eastbourne and,
of ccurse, Heobertsbvridre.

From 1926 until 19%9 the firm of licolls flourished at
Hobertsbridge but the war caused a bir upheaval and under the
Concentration of Industries scheme an association was formed with
f.J. Gray & Sons Ltd., Grays had taken over the business of Shaw
& Shrewsbury Sports Co,Ltd of Nottincham and this company and l.J.

Nicolls were amalrumated thus piving the present firm of Gray-
dicolls Ltd,

L.J. Nicolls or;gi§§{~”~made-his,bats in the centre of the
villare, but the present i ,

the most beautifully situs ; this country, being in the middle
of a wood, o R S

The immortal "W.GH'W ¢ Iirst great cr _
the Zicolls bat to the notice of th ral public. 3Since those
far off days a host of distingui - av
bats. '

The "White Toe" ba
invertion of Mr. A.L. Ke
subject to a epecial tou
protection apainet da!ff

Cray-Nicolls hav
maging firms of Wainwrig
of Sutton slso the cricke
filtchcock of Hildenborou,



