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The Magnus sens.

when I was lourteen years olg T staved in o
Ay e0 An Grantchester

,t the house of Dr« Lumby. He ani hie family were then much
interested in the arrival in Cambridge of a jr, Magrnussen
grom Iceland who had been appointed Under Librarian of the
gniversity Library. He was a very learned man in psrehistorie
metters, in Anglo Saxon Hiterature and in the Runic script,
Iceland in those days was not the go-ahead country it
is now and the people knew nothing of the more modern inven-
tions. Mr. Magnussen and his wife might find things puzzling
in London so rooms were got for them at the hotel and they

were met on toeir arrival by a friend of Dr. Lumby's.
At breakfast time Dr. Lumby read to us a letter from

“"m telling the tale of how he had luckily entered the
M" the Icelanders late in the evening. He went to see

w they were quite comfortable and was just in time to
 their lives for he found them trying to extinguish
(I wonder if that story had Deen

with wet towels.
2 Wu after hat Mr. Magnussed arrived Dy train at Cam-

| Nattended, He walked out ©
. In those days there were

£ the gtation and looked

only four-wheelers 1o
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ve ‘Owr o '
anc  very few of them and those

e trainS
pg th Lew soon tazken
tly did not ¢
i ge evidently L 8ee onme for he beckoned to ¢

mrt phaeton that was in

ne driver

the station yapd., He asked to
_ sgken to the University Library making

, 18 7 his request in strange,
Sther archaic English. He was told to get into the phaeton

...:"_"s driven 10 the Library. When there Mr, Magnussen

sk 8 handful of coins out of hie pocket and acked the driver
4o teke his proper fare. A penny was gravely chosen froupmong

X -

ins. The driver thanked his fare and drove off., I

TR

: that penny afterwards 1ive<i in the pocket oft *

!

s showvn to many as his most pleasantly earned 1 ’
the Lumby girls and I wanted to meet the Ice
- MR ot 50 bacs By ek Wike Mg
1y nicknamesg zau-m ‘“the bear"

A, ke L
Ml I s

B "\
) .
4 S : - %
Ur e i AT e I
k .

b S e o ATl



. l t:l(’ l’r—'?‘ = M o LOoVWNeE 1
ing ¥ in al N

nd everywhere tinrned on the 3

ofren a Llgher ed t :
T Of womer
heard that Mrs. Magnussen had aa,iia o
- T '.: ';-:‘ ‘l.'i oo - re ' ol
: ‘ SCIM Dacdly and could
:nk and talk of nothing but hoyw +-

thi = U0V AOW Lo start g High Sehool &

v L.l L) J.bOO.L 1or

girls at Reykjavik. As the time went on ner excitement over
QERieR ETeWs DO strongly did she feel sbout 1t thet she ree
turned 0 Iceland., She found that much noney would be needed
gor the scheme ana at first, at all events, only a very few
seople in Reykjavik were enthousiastic ovep it. But interest
in it must have grown because, in order to help the founding
of the school, Mrs. Magnussen was given ancient Icelandic -
silver necklces, brooches and ornaments to be sold in England

to help the expenses. She returned to Englend and held a sale

I own an old silver necklace bought from that
It was once

in Cambridge.
sale by the Lumbys and given afterwards to me.

worn by some Icelandic lady of long ago, perhaps by Vigdis

of Laxdale of the locked chest fame.
The gsale did not bring in much money byt Mrs. Magnussen

¥&s hopeful that as time went on more would be forthcoming
| uraged by the fact that her

Tom Teeland and she was &lso enco
who were in-

®nthiousiasm had enduced meny Cambridge residents,
gums of money for her pur-

QOther

" in education, to guarantee
. Lumby was & gu‘mmor for a hundred poundse.
ls of mine were also guarantoPse o el
R in went back w
16 gallant little lady agé
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-ﬁ,omj_ses and the School was gtarted, But the time was

ripe in Iceland for such a 8chool, She had not sufficient

and not enough experience for éuch a work and the

d together so, in the end, all the g,uarantora were
upon to pay up.

| Irs. Magnussen returned to England, with what hopes for
sher 8fforts I do not know, nor with what fears. She had

and angry husband who would be quite aware of how many

A;_Einbridge had lost money through her influence, ' _ “’,.-"
‘jj ' really went on in her interview with m m |

red at the time that he had called her a -

mxmﬂa not brook. No *n&ﬁ%

\ that she walked out of

,f%irﬁ knew where ﬁﬁ !  an
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The tram Journey LOOK, with e o ‘ 159.
= an open space for some . 8L Tthe cross
roadS SVl Teason called e
e TN A o ™ = 1 i
008 mi 28 from R W Fark Corner
_ g good ten minutes from Bateman a4 ’

vLul'eet Lo my ¢ 1 .
vV Studio, There

During those ten minutee ;

parted.
“‘e [-f»‘ 1. _:_1'. "’l(_, Yoy e -~ *
4 e many historical

rehistoric facts unknown +t.
Sﬂ 1% Knovwn to me t”'{."/['f‘-. i i 5
‘e He wags fond o

giving out knowledge, T liked to listari. aa + 1
-t S0 L neard about Ice=

1end and the ancient world. I wouldg 1
+ 4€ave Lhe tram with my
nead full of his descriptions of winter and summer in Iceland,
of ancient man before he had discovered "The cutting Edge" and
o S

vhat we owned 1o ancient man and his experiments in food during
those long prehistoric periods which Mr. Magnussen called “Man's
hungry Ages'.

It was many, many years since his wife had deserted him.

She was apparently regarded as dead and forgotten. 3ut one

day 2 little grey haired lady walked down Bateman Street coming
from the station, Her steps were proud and unhesitating. She
mounted the steps of a certain uncared for looking house and
ranf the bell, An unkempt maid answered it. The lady said in
W@ voice = "I am your mistress. Go and tell your master

r. Magnussen is here". The maid declared afterwards
| \ one of fhe Lumbys that it was the first time that she had

. taken
8 that there was a Mrs. Magnusse "was 80

t ehe might have been knocked down

No one knows what P““d Bt e . 1d
porn ©
"thief" had been used the fierce and stuub

n anu she
with a feather',

If
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\_,.' +hATrawn <+ .
ould have 0o withdraw it for the sumg that he

A ¢ 1€ had regarded

as only lent to her had been paid back, Hig wife had returned
. pim only when he needs must regard her as free of debt,

Mo one Knows a@lso how lirs, Magnussen had earned enough
qoney to Pay back the sums given by the guarantors, I believe
tpat she was extraordinarily clever in languages but if she
earned it by means of ihat talent, so badly paid, it is a won-
ger that she lived 1o come home even after - say - twenty
yearse

The Bateman Street house was soon to let. A move was
mede to a far newer one in Tenison Avenue. When I met Mr,
Magnussen in the tram he was now well dressed, tidy and clean.

“ps, Magnussen became a power. The Swedes, Norwegians
and Danes found that, before they could be recognised, they
must go and do homage to their acknowledged head. I went to
one of her gatherings and felt as flattered by her gracious

‘as though it had been given me by & queen. Urs. Mag-

'ore at all receptions, whether at her home or with her
The high headdress

“i€ndsp her beautiful National costume.
| e lines of the dress gave her small figure great dignity.
 After a time the Magnussens left Cambridge and I caw

0 more, T hope they lived to know that later effobds

oF the Hshor education of the girls of 1.eland aucefeded.

n had sown the seed.



