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The Lady oi Valparaiso.
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Long J*e “oMy ~4+€ Llhey were llving 1n Camoridge, I

new Lady Frazer and, very slightly, her husband, Sir James
Fpager, the autior 01 the "Golden Bough"., One afternoon I, and
g few others of her friends, were her guests at tea. Lady
Frager was €veln then very deaf and she confessed how great a
ipial it was 10 her and she promised to tell us after tea the -
possible cause of her deafmess. I cannot remember who were her
other guests. Lady Frazer would always be likely to hold theé
sttention of those with her and she certainly then held mine.-
I can see her still as she told her tale. ©She was?small woman
with dark eyes. She had finely cut features and thick frizzy -
grey hair which stood out well from her head. After tea we sad
round the fire for it was cold. She sat in a big chair and the
firelight shone on her face. The fading light from the window
behind her made her hair shine like a grey halo. 2
The event she dexcribed took place before she had married
Bir James, who was her second husband. She was born of French
Prents bhut mappied an Englishman, Her nane Wwas Mrs. Lilly

Groye, When she was left a widow she found herself the owner

of country. -
M6 lang in cpili, It ley behind Valparalso, up SORRERY

She dicided that she must go there herself to make arrangements
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=Y ©wie ~ T —I;-' { "wis 4 : % 2 ’
sne founc however ithat while she had been on Shi") board a war

pad brokén out between Chili and Peru., The co Mmiry was overrun
py soldiers and it was impossible for her to reach her property
50 she was obliged 1o remain for a time in an hotel in the city
poping that it would not be long before things quietened down.

I gathered from what she said th:=t a large hospital must
nave been situated very closely to the hotel for she heard of
its overcrovded condition and perhaps saw the constani arrival
t0 it of wounded soldiers. The fact that a European lady was -
staying at the hotel was soon known in the hospital and she was-
sppealed to when a difficulty arose. The settlers in Chili were
mn of all nationalities and the matron and attendants could not

Wmderstand the speech of many of the wounded men. A poor man - -

Y88 brought in who was not expected 1o recover. He was of French

%irth and wished so ardently to send back -a message to his people
1 the language of his country that the matron felt she must, if
”“ﬁilo, find someone who could help her to do it. *aving heard

Hat the vigitor at the hotel was French she begged her to come

to
the dying man, Lady Frazer went and
Waiye

did all she could for him,

attemmg on him she saw enough to pe absolutely horrified

§
e State of things in the hospital. F6 Wha aveRareie s,
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oy, With an insufficiency of beds, mat
girtys “ERy Matlresses and bedclothing,
gen were lying on the floorg of +1., ..
Thé - Uie ward and { naeed anywhere
ere was roomy, in the clothea = :
L re th - - OUAF;:J N whirh +3 F -
whe o i1Ch they had fought.,

rae scarce and badly cooked. +he
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n would be brought in and there wae ‘
16 1€ viier'e was no time and no means

of making provision for them. She could gee that the work to

pe done was beyond the powers of the matron and gtaff to cope

yith, She returned 1o her hotel much troudbled at such conditions,
put what could she do ? Very soon she was sent for again, It was
mown that she knew many languages besides french and when any
poor soldier could not be understood Lady Frazer was called in

to help, She became a constant visitor but it was not merely

her knowledge of languages that made her welcome., Her advice

was needed, Her very presence would give confidence for she had
push, go and a talent for organisation, In that hospital it

&g plain that doctors, matron and attendants recognised her
leadership, As time went on more and more wounded were brought

in to be treated, The matron fell ill, resigned or died, I can't

emember which, Lady Frazer must have had some experience in
Wrsing for apparently the headship of the hospitad slipped into
% hands, Her horror at its state had been growing the more

She kney of it and the feeling that now she was in a way respon=-

e ight.
s must have weighed on her mind with a deadening weig

She did not tell us when she first thought of how she could
et help but 1 ine that it came to her when she was looking
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~he decided that she would wr ite 4 PRI
sh ‘aptain and tell him

e Conditi\)ns of t]’?il):‘f«' L1 tLhe hoornt+ . A"
of 0 Hospital, She wrote, She

. : ould poasi vV 8spar
gked him if he could possibly gpare sSome men to do some clean-

ing for her. The captain did not fail her. There marched t8
tne hospital about twelve Jack Tars who washed, scrubbed and
polished floors, walls and furniture. They moved the wounded
yhen it was possible to move them while they were doing this
gnd did not leave until every ward was clean,

The new head of the hospital organised the work on better
lines, She was trusted. The ladies of Valparaiso were roused
and interested. @Gifts of linen and other necessaries poured in,

No longer was there so much despair and misery.

One difficulty was that the sick and wounded lay close 1o

‘e another and although all weapons were supposed to be taken
from them at their entrance, the men, with the help of their

tomrades proved themselves extraordinarily clever in conceiling
~ them, 71 the night Lady Frazer had to keep herself ready to go

lnto the ward as soon as she could hear sounds. She knew that

"¢ poor night attendant would not be able to cope alone with

D go wild so she would hurry to the ward and

.0 patient in delirium flourishing some weapon,
endant. Lady Frazer's

1istening for

often she would
a danger

Mna g never free from anxiety, she Was sivays
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_ﬁdually less acute. The war ended,

from that time became

her work ceaged and she
returned to Englana,

That was the story that she told us that winter afternoon

1ong ag0e.

Not more than a few weeks back I heard that Sir James and

lady Frazer had been driven from London by the raids and were
living once more in Cambridge., I thought I could venture to
re-introduce myself to Lady Frazer and I hoped that T might
hear again a bout her time in Valparaiso. I was told that

she was very deaf indeed but T knew how often deaf people were
glad to be able to speak about x:: past event when they are
¢ériain of the interest of the listener. I wrote to her and
She t0ld me to come and call on her at her flat overlooking

Ye Pen, I found her very frail, her hair still frizzy and
franing per face, but it was now quite white. Her features were
*U411 fine but had become somewhat like those of the fairy god-
Wther op nursery tales, I doubt if she remembered me. Our

e‘m""‘sat.ion was carried on by means of writing on a note book

1 h
b‘tg Y my great disappointment, she could not tell me her story

“atn, The memory of her own adventure in Chili had faded from

b»umo or was too dim to enable her to help me in any detail,

She tolg m
told

13 remember what she had
could rememt

e ‘hat perhaps Sir James
4o write to me but I

him abou‘t it an ghe wo:_;ld ask nim
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a6 0 more from her or from him, Then, not long afterwards,
 yead the mews in the paper that Sir James had died and the
qext 48y came the news that Lady Frazer had died a few hours
ofter the death of her husband,

I have tried to verify this memory of what she related to
s but T have failed. Yet by speaking to those who have known
per I can feel confident that the tale she t0ld as T remember

it, is true to her character,



