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The Finders of the Syriac Codex
— =

when we were living at arantcuester, our garden adjoined

spat of Professor anc lirs. Bensly. Their only daughter Louisa

was of my own age and we became friends and played together.

I cah say that we were friends for we stuck to one another é,l-
tnough we did not think alike on any one subject and our chil-
dish arguments almost rose to quarrels. In spite of these
differences, quite openly and strongly expressed, her parents
were extremly kind to me,

Professor Bensly was one of the most learned men in
ancient Oriental languages at that time and was one of those
'hz;tmla'tgd the Bible, issﬁed as the Revised Version. One
Sumier when I was going for a visit to them from Bedford I e
Ve escorted to the station by my whole family - motner, brothers
“d sisters, To go for a visit was in those days an event

®d all of ys , of course, shared in the small excitement of

*ading off the happy traveller.

n my arrival at Cambridge station I was much surprised

mmappo inted to find no one to meet me on the platiorm,

Im' vent outside
= eXpected to see Mrs. Bensly and *

t ¥

Louisas

1%y down anc the

Pather forlorn, The rain was pourt

(1C
fagy Y antchester
“*On yarqg was one bigz puddle.

T found/old Gl
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vmany Glasscock, waiting foi pe and he trur
1y o widlldled me to the

T was told by the maia that Mpre

a concert and I was shown {rtna +3 Fiat
oné 10 Wil 10%0 the dining room, Prof-:

or Bensly was there anu he

and Miss sensly had

i welcomed me with real but absente-

e JON AL e 1 oy P g
sinded kinaness. € Was 1n the middle of g slrange, nondescript

geal which had Dbeen laid on a corner of the table on which had

peen placed a small, far from Cclean, cloth. The table wag
covered with DoOOks and sprinkled with crumbe, Books and papers
were on the chalrs and on the floor, They were zbout in that
house both in the dining room and library. <‘rofessor Bensly
cleared & chair for me and he poured me out some tea and cut

me some cake and returned with relief to his book which he read
while eating. He began to be restless when I had finished my
tea and got up and went into the library and returned with the
Revised Version of the Bible in his hand. "You may like to
Look at it," he remarked and left me alone and went pback to
‘ﬁhm library, Whetuer he thought as be sat there that
&7- ight be feeling dull and uninter esied or whether e toought

%ﬁrse, I do not know but .resently he came in again this
wyou may like

"“ with the Authorised Version in nis hand.

the translations'" he said and retreated. I Only

nat I posessed

I played up to his evident belief U

% of eriticism unusual in & youns girl. T
My letiler describling

I was very Dlad

s, Bensly and kouisa retur ned. .
‘ epyved among the family

SBRva) ot the Bensly's has been prese
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One d\.ﬁ) lll Se ~Enns -L .L’.r.i_l,.,'; me :.1:'--‘ i
wret Sle was soing to take
i=a and me with her to a recepti. e -
gouisd 8 -eption given by Mrs, Lewie and
yvho lived
Gibson Vv V. in a house called Castle Brae, The name

MrSe
att

t0ld thal ihe ladiles were Scotech ana when they built

racted me and I asked why "Cagtlen and why "Brae", I was

their house

st the foot of the mound where Cambridge Castle had once stood

they called it Castle Brae. Their garden went some way up the
pack of the hill., Mr. Widnall had to0ld me about Cambridge
casstle. I knew something of its history. I knew that it had
peen heightened and fortified by the Britons and that the
Romans, the Saxons and the Normans had valued it for the same
reason as it had been wvalued by the Britons because it zuarded

» When I shook hands with my hostesses who were receiv=-

%w guests in the lower garden, I paid very little atten-
. my head being much too full of the Hill. I was

,,,,,,

lad when, after tea, I was told I could explore tue higher,
.f -‘-mﬁno My two hostesses left little 1mpressmn on me.

them as very elderly but I am sure now that they

as elderly as I thought them. I may have been uninter-

.,:‘*-them because of their rich, stiff, enveloping dress,

* huge hats tied on with gauze scarves and by the fact
' wore white cotton stocking

Black stockings of wool or tnread.
e to be very dull &

rs when every One else was
They had plain

i ordinary
WHPes and they seemed to m
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gs well as elderly, T dige : .
5 88 I discovered arpepm

1adi€

‘ards that the
ore by 1O means ordinary, e y
r'! »

These two Scotch sistejpg were twing, Their father was

g Greek scholare and learned in Eagterm languages and he taughu

greck and Eastern languages to nig daughters, When he died he

jeft them his property which wag considerable and recorded his
yish that they should always live together,

One of them married g mr, Gibson. Before the lady con=-

sented to marry him she asked him if he would allow her gsister
‘to live with them. He consented and all went well. Mrs, Gib
son was fond of society and entertained a good deal, Her gigter
hed the same tastes but kept herself in the background, r,
7ﬁbsﬂn:d1e¢, and the sisters continued to live together. A Mr,

sed to the unmarried sister. He was accepted and

e request was made to him as to Mr. Gibson and he also
®onsemted. A1l went well They lived in Cambridge. Their
s were sometimes amused at the difficulty Mrs. Gibson

often surprised at the courage and firmness of Mrs,

; i being r
40 sweeping her sister aside and insisting on belng re=-

88 the head hostess. Mr., Lewis died and the twin sisters.

Te again equal,

8, Lewis and Mrs Gibson had alwaye been fond of travell-

,, ev went as far as
'-‘fthey now travelled more than eveEls The)

v a long journe
8inai, In those days it was not only & long y
.
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gengeraus one. It could onlv be ms
b 8 Y Pe made then on camelback
3 o
e were I"'( ers kidltr‘ naccust *
o they omed to such uncouth mounts.
n 0 18(1 les , Llna T;T)CT](_LC(\* ‘I W oo T4 - .
cor W Yy gentlemen, such & journey across

the dgsert, even with & strong escort, was an extraordinary
peats WHET they arrived at St. Catherine's monastery they made
neir usual request to be allowed to look at any old manuseript
the convent might posess.

Permission was at once given and some of the o0ld books
and menuscripts were brought to the sisters whose tents were
sitched in the convent garden., Amongst the manuscrpts was an
encient perchment called "The Lives of the Female Saints"
written in 0ld Greek. While examining it they found that it
sest. Th.ugh very old it had yet older, faded

This they

even to photograph some of the pages.
jscovery might prove valuable.

; e chence that their d
ris and Mrs. Gibson knev enough S
ght, that the uncer

yriac to have found out,

.- b ".\-- i a
it strong outside 1i WILL

014 syrisc version of the four gospeles

with young Mr.
professor Benslys

Burkitt who

udied ancient Eastern
nolar, Profiessor

with & great 8c

ol Mrs, urkitt were friends
| he gisters were most

F@n their return 1o campridge %
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) hat Professor Beva ~
5nx1°us t n should look at their photographs
(&7
itt requeste 1
gnd MISe Burkl quested him to do go but he refused, He
.

ted much time, he gai¢ AP -
nad was ) id, over -nings that he had been

sequested to look at and which proved valueless and photographs
jaken by two ladies did not sound promising., Mrs., Burkitt was
still hopeful. She was having the great man to tea and she
ecked Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson to meet him and bring their
prints. By a ruse she managed to leave them alone with him.
gowever it was of no use. Having refused once to look at them
Professor Bevan again refused. It was a bitter disappointment
to the ladies. @hen Mr. Burkitt took the matter into his own
m In a strong light he examined the prints, spending

t _‘ .. ‘eyesight on them. At last, having made up his mind,
e 10 Professor Bensly and opened the matter by saying:
"8ir, eurely this is like the Cureton codex i" Professor Bensly

and interested, took posession for a time of the printe
 soon able to tell Mir. Burkitt that he was right.
ther learned men were consulted and it was decided that

4 ‘lﬂll‘t certainly go to ginai to copy the menuscript. It

- e of great value, Professor Bensly and Mr Burkitt

that they would go. The de
an be imegined., They &8lso WO

leed their knowledge of modern Greek a
Mrs. Burkitt and Mrs. Bensly

Rendel Harris, another

light of Mrs. Lewis and Mrs
uld go with the scholars

¢ well as of Eastern

them indispensable.
10 insisted on going and DT.
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gcholary & Iriend of Mrsg, Tewic ed.. . .
gaster Lewis also JOoilned the party.
E S Univers i—tly‘ 1J..'(J rk 1&" _] J_( [ .
A8 SOOn a - allow them to leave they

staft‘ed off.

Far too much time had to be spent in Cairo in gathering

sogether a sufficient escort., One of the many applicants to
pe their guide was a slim youth., On questioning him it was
sound that he had not been to Sinai, thet he did not understand
+pe language of the Bedouins and also that he had no experience
ia camel-riding. When they turned from him he exclaimed - "T
gm & Christian and I will tPust in the Lord and He will lead
us safely through the desert", He was assured that the members
of the party also relied on the blessing of the Lord and trusted
that it would rest also on a capable dragoman,

At last the party was travelling over the desert. It was
a ehang_e for Professor and Mrs. Bensly after their quiet academic
life | They pressed on with all haste making the journey in
mdan from Cairo to St. Catherine's monastery on Sinai. They
¥ere welcomed by the Abbot who was only too delighted to recelve
¥t 2gain as his guest the ladies who had been 80O kind to him

898 hag talked to him in his ovn language of all that went on

outgide world,

‘ The party were allowed to have the P
‘ gcholars divided the light between

recious menuscript

eir care, The three

Yhem, : - atch, No time
9 Frofeggor Bensly always Laking the first waie

& . As long as

*98% on the work thet they nad come to do
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a8 any daylight there v

e \g" ! ,1:} ' ¢ . .
ol 1 '© pAuse. At meal times one
] ho ars was a .‘l_,'-,‘-'gu Ve miead =
of tne sC ‘o M1LS¢ ]_‘1?_' Irom L-’“Qil’ diflilx;;; ‘t,bnt for
.. food was taken, like their work, i |
the¥ -1T WOrk, in relays, The writing
tgble Was made from a washstand and stood at the tent door
- ~ L3
AS one left it another sat down to 1t.,

The ladies were able to give considersble help to the
ccholaISe Almost illegible passages occured which needed many
eyese Leaves required to be smoothed and made ready, During
their spare time a careful list was made for the Abbot of his
old menuscripts. These precious writings had been considered
gseless old papers. They were hidden in boxes and thrust into
cupboards. They were all now carried down on builders hods and
poured on the ground at the feet of the ladies. Mrs. Gibson
and Wre. Lewis, with the help of lirs. Bensly and Mrs. Burkitt,
vere zble to get these into order and the enlightened Abbot
had cases made for them and they are nov treasured posessions
of the monastery.

- After six weeks tue last WO

ﬁm@m journey was made in haste for Uni
They went pack in triumph carry-

rd of the Codex was copied,
versity work needed

. ssence of the Scholars.
them the earliest gyriac versi
Hscovereq,

They arrived in England 8ll 17

on of the gospels yet

It was un=-

good health.

quantity of ale was

n a certall
professor

'T'tely at tne time whe

- SO0y { 1ed.
€ 801d that had been jnadvertantly poisor
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1is arrival in e
Ben51y on h 2+ 4N Eng] and felt
4 1-tu hf i ead 1
i beer., was t01a 18t have g g
of Bnglish I was t0ld that he yae e
. ing. In t] "a% one of the vietims of
t;he pOlSOnln_,o n Iiree d":l\‘,-'(-: Vi o8
> dead. FEngland lost a

great Scholar. His lOSS macie s SOTTOu )

sne party. It may have been that he g .
have wished to die, after hig great v::denen.h? b

: . ‘O'K was finished and after
the most interesting and exciting time in his life,

Professor Bensly was an €xceptionally modest and retiring
pen, At the learned gatherings he had to attend both in England
and on the Continent he rfused to take the limelizht, Mrs,
Burkitt told me that she often felt inclined to stamp her foot
gt him for letting men with not half, or a quarter, of his
ettainments spegk on platforms and catch the public notice.
ﬁﬁwlﬂ.d wander in to the Assembly Hall rather late, dressed
hm comfortable old clothes with a scarf, as was his wont,
twisted carelessly about his neck and often well on one side,
| take a seat among the audience - that is if he could

escape being dragged uil the steps of the platform =
man vwho

,bere he would listen patikéently to the words of a
ht be consicaered 'a= peginner in knowledge compared ToO himself.

‘ He was very absent minded and easi

ng in the University Library.
the rules

ly became absorbed in

As he
Once he was readi

i Office of Under Librarian h
ccasion he forgot T

e naturally Knew
P the ime and found

“8€ Place but on this © l o
; 9 : o His Pl w
B Seted in and had to spend the ni-at there. P
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of pooks could not have bLeen yep
] > - In those pre=
elez-"ho"‘e v he h u no me ns o Lett 4 X
t “CLLINnE tne outside world

_ow of his plight and so reljeve yy .
mo v & I 1 S. t’r .-L. ] &
1sly's anxiety

NS, Bensly was learned although ¢ 1
«OUEn 1ar less so thnen her

She bec me bLlind :
pusband. °lind but was able to write in braille-

type her charming DOOK "Our Journey to Sinai I am glad to
- =
say thet she was my friend until she died, It was only after

1 had lost her and her husband that I began to feel with pain

tpat I had taken the friendship shown to me by them too much
for g.auved.

Mr. Burkitt on his return from Sinai left the credit of
the discovery of the importance of the manuscript to his dead
friend, but it was he who first realized it.

T add a few words by Mr. Burkitt on the Codex :- "The

of the Syriac palimpsest of the four gospels lately

by ¥rs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson consists in this := This

is probably older than the syriac Diatessaron, which

of this version only one other
namely the codex in

ii’iot ‘older than 170 A.D.
M.S, is known to survive our palimsest,
‘the British Museum used by Cureton;j from this ; hOWeveR) Hass

% half of the contents are wanti
he Greek.

urths of the
revision from Lthe later

ng and its text has certainly

In the ginai palimpsest

‘revision from U | ;
Gospels 18 legible

',‘-f u‘nbly more than three fo
nd o' T
te no clear signs
i (From 8 a paper read by
HurAltt at the Churcn

 ‘“ 5 b oS
ekl EQH&ABSS in 1895.)




