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The Schallings or salts

=28 ( J_r.' Clle

gigne (promnounced aq Singne)

=/ Haven came from Sweden to
©O0 nurse me throuo -
garston U‘IO‘-~‘—.*,1‘ a1 dllnegg, «

he came for a period

of two montns bdutl she remsineq for

. Lhirty JE&rs and says now
thet she will stop in Englung all her life, prt had
2 . €r she ha

cured me she stayed to help Helen in her work at her Gymnasium

in Cembricge and, eventually when Helen left to wotk in Norwich,

she became its head. She had g younger sister, Gerd, (pronoun-
ced as Yaird) who had just finished a brilliant College course
in Upsala and had started to study law, She badly nesded a
ﬁMhs quiet time of study and we asked her to come to

";ﬂj?‘_’\"m:lved at Harston station one evening in early
it was dark, cold and very damp. We went to

a lantern., There were no electric torches then,

l was a fine old fashioned one with many ornamental
| ® in the metal which made interesting patierns of light
ground, A very pale, tired looking Gerd stepped from

She was & beautiful girl appearing to be much youn-

'f-nineteen years old, She was quiet as we walked through

lary hvehue but when we left the rosd:n and entered our wood-

B the wicket gate she cried out with joy and surprise for
’the wvhite, wet petals of snowdrops shining among the
| ivy. The northern girl had not thought it possible

Ve flowe:t's in early Februallye cerd lost at once her tired
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- £ ~ ~
with flushed cheeks she Dbe; g
ke and - Pent down to pick the SNOoW=

100
F ¥ go ldel.l 1"".3\/’.\,’ } r’:’ ] T 3 [ =Ry 3 »
P Her g ) o 1alr escaped from her black velvet
3 t the Tlowers andg ahe ;
cap and me 10 she, they and the leaves were 1lit

gp in patterns of sparkling light from the 0ld lantern,

She proved a delightful companion when she was not buried
in her law books. She knew school English and soon could speak
conversational English very well, I felt 80rry that she was
studying such a dusty subject as law. She t0ld me that she had
already enzaged herself to be married. Tt was however to an-
other law student whose name wag Eric Schalling, " #t seemed ™
she said sadly "as if I could not escape being married", She
looked like a heroine of romance she was so beautiful but her
love story did not sound at all tomanyic., However she would
hve strongly objected to it had it been so.

~ When her six months quiet study in England was over she

%ack t0 work hard in Sweden and became its first woman

She married Eric Schalling and they lived in a tiny

Stockholm, it was not too small to hold nicely another

1ty a gentle baby girl whom they named Nea. <+t grew

“on ""f,rably smaller when another baby girl arrived who turned

:."”:‘be by no means gentle., They called her Ursula and she

8trong ahd as wild as a little bear.
so when the wished for boy arrived,

She appeared to

orn to take up space
*¥€ Seemed no room left for him.
out to be only a normal boy not gentl

They called him Sven and

e like Nea oI
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One summer when Ursula we. -
Was Two and a h ,
. - a : ?
Signe V].Slted Gerd and Eric in S 8y years Old’
J uv;e(—}en I-
. e small niece had
an

stinctive feeling that gp
e Dg that she came from some home with
S e with more

¢pace in it then in hers and vran !
pa = Promptly adopted her in conse-

quence. Signe, who was then living

she pitied the child living in such close quarters., My sister
Florence, who was then head of our house, said yes. Ursula
. su

1gft,a very loving father and mother quite cheerfully and when
shgreat:hed Harston House promptly adopted the place. There

as enougt spaf:e for her in our garden at least for the present.
jared with Signe the task of bringing her up. Gerd was,
that Ursula was with us. The other two

iren and law business filled her mind and time and her

A
v b
RS

wes unsuited for bringing up & child who was like a

.fg,;‘q;‘__:.ceptionally strong young colt. Signe was more
for the task.

dl and Gerd later DO
len but Ursula had adopted her aunt,
V home with us until she pa
to0 her parents in Saltsjébaden

ught a fair sized house in Salts-
out family, Harston
Ingland and made her ssed a Uni=
’ course when she returned

Btudied to become & 4GoCTOT.

ths) 1is & residential igland and

‘Saltsjébaden (Saltseabs

ite pleasure resort apbout halil
‘ Tt 18

ZRi an hour'!s Iun by

on one of the thousand

train from Stockholm-
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holm ang +
Im ang tpe °Pen Baltic, Those
¢ted by pp

islands that lie between Stock

o8 gtockholm are conne i

. very lo ago
tney were covered with forggt through "
irough v

o 'hich wandered elks, A
ExE before He ;
few years re Helen ang I went to stay with the Schallings

g little DOy who lived on gy o Neighbouring islang was late

gor school Decause an elk Took it into its head to lie downm

and sleep in front of, ang against the only door of his mother's

cottage and they had to wait until the glant beast had had ite

sleep out. Though so near the Cily the scenery on these islands
is still very wild.

One day when I was staying with Gerd and Eric the young
sehallmgs and I went for an expedition into the woods of one
bfﬁten to hunt for cantarels, a little yellow agaric good to

they could not reflect the pine irees and under-
We gat ered ca;ntarels from among the lichen and the

S K,

ts of cranberries. Ocaasionaliy we would find the ground

am r and the hot misty air fresh and we would come out

0 a sunny bit of the shore along an arm of the seas
f-:'.""“*ﬁ"&ayed at Salsjébaden three time
e a more fashionable ple
e hotel. Once

s fn different years

asure resort
Bach time it had becom

people, Facing e

v he a
t 1 stayed with the Schallings ® to it
e t AT nTJ O *
BN the restaurdht and we all Ve

nnual fish party was
I had heard



aboutcray fish parties but all t; cly,
: 1€ same I waa
g, +he big restaurant hag ... °F Surprised by this
on “Nite walig angd
Pee L

pated with scarlet. fthe lone they were deco-

The shells of the ezten cray fish

formed high mounts on the Plates. T coulg not compete with the

Swedish people. A few shells only lay on my plate, T felt”

quite ashamed of myself for Mmanaging 10 eat so few and having

g0 little wish to ear more,

- The city of Stockholm and the country round is very

eautiful. I found a good subject to paint at Saltsjébaden.
ine trees on a slope overlooking a blue sea dotted
white sails of pleasure boats. It was the most uncome

: ching ground that I had ever had, so steep was
| if I tried to sit on a chair or campstool I
led backwards and if T had neither of these I must lie

"}..":upwards or else I must kneel.
| ther day for then

o - ¥y . er 0
L had a rest from such hard work every

 intc Stoekholm to sketch. I vas entranced with a view
hill of
‘@ity from the res.aurant at the TOP of the

atockholm. I

S et 5 museurﬂ Of
* Which formed the open sir ately mass

' T1ands and the st
OVer the Naval and Military Iglands
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ofthe royal palace, the fop Qietant toran
WL 0L town hall and the

s rms Of the sea with iie aiu
yinding & €a with itsg Shlpping. I sat in the reat
A _é-;‘ -

" ible comfort occasionali
JL Ee.

The house of Dr. SChalling wag built of wood and stood
on 8 hillside. The garden went so steeply down to the narrow
soad that separated it from the Sea, that it was some time be-
fore 1 could venture to walk to the gate at lhe bottom, At my
rirst trial I failed anc had to slip down to it in 2 sitting
posture. ‘he boy Sven of course could even run tonthezgate but
one day he ran too quickly. The gate was open { He could not
stop running even when he reached the road and he plunged
down over the rocky edge into the sea. He was nearly drowned
but was rescued just in time,

I learned to love the Schallings wooden house among the

pine trees and enjoy the Swedish food. We had our meals on

the verandah which formed én additional room, One day however

W had a2 memorable meal in the dining room.
from the drawing room only by curtains, It was too formal a

Toom for family meals in summer. The Schallings, doth Eric |
l!jlf-<hie wife, were high up in their profession, LEric was King8s
Comeilior and Gerd a Judge. An internacional lawyers conference
yh‘m that year in gtockholm and they felt that it was right

| party at their house in

g & very \' alL&lJuS

It was separated

Salts=

they gshould give a lunch

den t’° certain important delegales.
ttle the menu welle

It wa
tt was decided

or bOth of them to &€



g Gerd should order a sumptoge s T
na SEPdS lce pudding that was ®o

jve from Stockholm by tpss n half 4 2
orT | 7 Hall an hour before tie guesis
ﬂ‘ived bb.' Car. 1 7."'0';_11.\_1 {)Q :u&f-t‘ ..4?1. + %o ? RIELE
8 “v Whe Station., The children

were excited and only hoped a4gainet hope that some of the ice
p!ﬁdin@' would De left for them, Ursula and Sven declared
tpat they would peep through the curtains to see how it was
going O

To the horror of the host and hostess vhe precious parcel
did not arrive by that train, Telephone messages flew between
the Schallings and the shop. A promise was given that it
should be sent by car. An extra entree was at once ordered
from the kitchen to lengthen the first part of the meal. We
were begged to be as slow over eating as we possibly could De
*iewere also asked to talk a great deal. It was a terrible

.f_'_yﬁto Gerd and Eric. There would be about eight or nine

ts - all foreigners - and each one would have a different

ty. I could talk French very badly. Helen could

mh and a little German. cerd and Eric knew English
rer and German well and we all trusted that the guests would

W a little English.

Qhe party arrived.

remember T had a Frenchman for my P2
nxious sparkling eyes,

”J.eStS but Certainly with

ently on heTr o
honed 10O her perpetually a

t down toO lunch. As far as I

rtner and Helen a Pole.
kept her

We sa

--"’iiith flushed cheeks and a

¢ and attention appar




@ with half her eye, e additj 221
s dditional

nNo

» . 3 [l{, I':_: e '."r' \3 " o 5
deepem.ng flush on Gerg: 5 i was brought in,

A‘d(‘.‘k.’" aD.Gs o -
> SPpreared. Then Eric rose

] R |
grﬂndly to the occasion, i¢ announced in
. now time for healthe ara
ji was lths ang Proceeded to make a very good

speech in English of which alj understood a little, Ot
o P ner

gpeeches were made by tLhe delegates

& Cheery voice that

On the surface all was

gaye Then the mald came in and quick indeed was the glance

petween mistress and maid. The speeches ended with a short extra

one spoken with a flourish by Eric and the ice-pudding was
prought in with a flourish by the maid, The three children did
look from between the folds of the curtains. Gerd kept her i
W through coffee and as long as the guests remained but
for two days afterwards. "But I dont believe" she

- single one of those delegates knew enough about
m sure that we dont as a rule have speeches and health

, of a meal".
ed me one day, whether I would like to stay at

He would take me to the hotel and intro-

me well. I should

I m landlady who would 1look after
| quiet sketching time if I did not mind being alone. I
"7~¢he idea, I prepared my Paper
g 1ittle light 8suCeT for my

and watercolours care-

it found that I needed

) T asked Gerd if she would 1
h of roses round 1

end me an old one. She
t and said that
'f?ias with & tiny wreab

it was of no yvalue whatevers
n

) wag broke
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Eric snd I started, The v

"ceat] 2T rn &
cdalner was lovely. As we

lstane

10PpP
nis porse, attended by some of his

- -1.* SMIa
€ The square tower of stone

filles's noble eroys ~e
ed by Mille Vle group of the Knight,

Sten Sture, on

peasant fighters, They are

represented as on their way to the fierce battle that was to

save their country from the Danes, The struggle had evidently

pegun. Sture and his men proceed Sto.idly towards the battle-

¢ield., No expression is given Oy Milles to them. The interest
lies in the horse who has scented the Pattle and is zathering
coursge and fierceness., It is a fine monument,

Eric took me to the hotel and then we walked to the Uni-

versity.Library. It was vacation time, There was only one

ofessor left in charge. I was introduced to him but unfore
 tuna heﬁid not know English but he knew French and told
Eric - gat if I found myself in any difficulty I could telephone
min P '‘ench, I did not think hat would happen. I was

M many interesting things, amongst them the celebrated

dex beautiful in its purple midx and silver colouring.

time looking over the airy, light, finely arranged
Tt stands on a hill looking over a long straight

t . nd road. Opposite to the long road high up in the

Wi0e & req 1ight is always burning, If enywhere in the

f"-af.ff:l.re should start that light would go out. The people

PEale waten that light. -
When we went back to the botel the address a
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nenwnoer oI tfle Pl\Of*—;\'RGUT Were

- glven to me and also to
t, me,

pho

sne jandlady and then Eprie le

No one

knew English at
the hotel but the landlgrly

wa o

as ove I‘f’lo*'.'ing

"1 h kindness, The
yaiting maid apportioned to pe

was

® Charming, helpful girl,

she was young and looked Pretty in her national

long stairs seemed at once ready ang glad to be at my service.

I went into the luncheon room, Do they still have such meals

in Sweden ? The gues s sat at little tables, In the centre

of the room was a large table, loaded with the whole luncheon

from which you helped yourself to as much or as littlie as you

liked. Soup, fish, meat, vegetables, fruits, pastries, cream,
: ‘,*; in ‘abundance were ready for you to choose from,

ssed the eheese stage my attendant opened a distant
n 2 most important manmer and sped through the room to-
E

h a:m,g scarlet hair braids flying out behind her
ited on my ittle table a pot of tea. To all else

‘ h an expression pfpride and triumph. It was good
made and extremly hot. As I was English it

elt that I must, of necessity, have tea, not coffee.

B tehed the old cestle of Upsala from several posis

i the South side where the
It had a deligate pink tint on
it and was gcarlet

q‘ every night when I was

Of the huge building wes 1it up:

on the North. There was &

here and the gscarlet |
It was almost t00 much |
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gre and a idale, I Jook at mv cemn o
£ a fl v My poor,sketch of it occa=-

cionally and 'woﬂdér at ito I f a1 1((]_ als 50 ln a dI‘aW].ng Of ,t’he

Cathedral‘ ITts sharp, hard pointeg Spires with no ornament to

sateh @ shadow MIght appeal to a cubist artist but 4t d4d not

re interesting but not sujects
for painting.

I had a dear little high-up roo,m in he hotel and I was
ged when the time came for me to leave it. T prepared to g0
end meet Eric at the station., There had been no drawbacks to
oy enjoyment.s NO need to rouse the learned professor from his

st.udies. I had packed a2ll nmy things, the little page boys

etched them and I went down the 1ong stairs to the hall,
had settled everything in the Offlce I happened to

: " w painting bag and realized that T had left Gerd's
e -r. o m
ittle saucer on my washandstand, so T started to walk up
g " S
“';f';_'f he 1little boys barred my way. "What did Madam want?"

aipla:ln. A1l the attendants came to listen as well
| ;9’. T tried hard to go up the stairs but that
e allowed - I suppose because it was too high a

At last I took my sketch book and drew a saucer and

s round it, It met with admitation but gave no enlj_@t‘

Ay m landledy disappesared into her office and then came

U1 e 8% with gentle persistance to the telephone. I
isteq but it was already connected on 1o the University
for my reguest. Good

l The professor vas waiting
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Heavens ! what was the Frenoar 225,

O saucer i
er 9 Wiy }(’(101_';18(186 of

the FrenCh lan@‘-laéfe flew away fro
"SJ Lrom me hesd The 1
- ¢ landlady not
only put the telephone into my hang : £
“onc but lifted my hand to hold
receiver to my ear, A 7
the Ly refined voice in French agked me

diffivulty. I remembe

and said I had left one in gy room and they would not let me

go upstairs to fetch it or let me go to the station without

it 1 Mgdam seized the telephone, listened,gave the boys the

word and like arrows they sped upstairs and brought the saucer

downe By that t:i..me visitors as well as attendants were in

‘the hell. My drawing had to be handed round and agzin admired
| T was allowed at last to go off to the station. When pic-

, the beautiful and learned city, come into my

' not only Cathedral, Castle, monument and College

d white saucer with little pirnk roses round it.

ings took me for a lovely expedition to visit

aeus, the Botanist. There was & hill behind

up which we climbed, Gerd picked for me & seed

- ]R.wild 1ily that had grown and flowered on the
dling 1lily growing in my
e garden of

; “3 this year a strange see

-: oh it is many years since T left th

%--watch that seedling with a vague ROPE that it may
Lily seeds

from a 1lily grovn by the grea
r it may flowels

t botanist.
¢ it is from

”f 0 develop, This ye#

dh lt W
' ‘ , of stolen seeds what a memory
: awedelle

4111 be of her and

BY days with her and Evic 17



