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Ihree Times in IL&.L\[_.

It was not long after I haa star ed classes in Cambridge

that I begail 10 have more work to do than T could well get
ghroughs  he Government Education Department at that time
started evening classes in villages. As I had been a Royal
scedemy student I was recognised as a suitable teacher, I
accepted the appointment and I did evening work as well as day
work, By the end of the winter I was exceedingly tired and
needed a complete change. Louisa Bensly had been 10 Italy

twice but was more than willing to go for a holiday there for -
toe Mtlme so we arranged to visit Pisa, Florence and Venice
together, The very idea od sceing Ttaly seemed to sweep away
my tiredness. I nad forgotten it by the time Louisa and I had
boarded the train for King's Cross. The riadn it rlad- kNS
in the morning.
Mw mother had made up

vised me to get something to eat at
ry after such an €

for me a packel of sandwiches but

victoria. When we got

arly breakfast

liere T certainly felt bhung

'mm for the restauranbe
et other preakiaste

isa demurred and said 1t was

T said I wanted it

Lou

% nec ave an 3
2 .BB&I’y to hav G coffee and a oun,

o O 3 ¢ bea t‘
- 8he followea protestlle :n the highest

I
: puionIleltl
& Our train rolled out ©oi i{ne & &l



srits put Loulsa had become poy o
~ HOT'¢ and mo;
< MoTe Lnoughtf i
g ul and sene-

sP
hafdly BEeRes & Opened my bag ang purse t
5s safes "I know foreign money better thU see that everything
Louisas "I had Detter do all the payi an you do,"' said
purse for you". NoOt knowing what wag :i’ I_:O.I'll ke,ep ol
. k. uisa's mind I gave
what was in Louisa's mind was this s~ Mrs. Bensly had
cpid to her -"I feel sure that Mary might be inclined to be
mravagant. You must look after her'., At once a mAgnifive‘nt
plﬂn dayned on the mind of my guide, philosopher and friend.
This trip of ours should be done more economically than it had

A__on..:done- before. It should form a record 1o pe proud ofs

dently repented having given way over the bun and coffee

d not be so weak again. The wish to beal all tra-

cords had become a burning resolve,

, was lunch to be had on ‘the train but she had care=

d giving the necessary oraer

e had not brought any)
when we reached Paris.

out as most people do -
uld have dipped into
a restaurant: -

ed that

g for ite I snared
and was quite

ches with her (sh
Alas !

that all would be well W

-

e aﬁid pesch it ehe would not gev

cre. The fare wo

g8 the city in @ fie
Nor would sh

comfoz'bably fed.

ge and 89 rig
it was Liring gnd drearye

e hove supper in

e too muci.
No. ©She insist

oin the train wien
t round Lhe city

n




229

v did we get No food 3+ b
A OD-L.)' d.x- o L VUVUU 11 Faria B[ s 1 e %
Not 1S Dutl it mesnt that we

ke the whole journey +tg I : it
gst mé J isa - g Journey without a pause

".- . 3 YY1 .:: ,. - e
ERlno rerresument,  She allowed no more than one longish

il each ald a Vvery sumall bottle of Vin Ordinaire which we
qust shalte

At the Italian frontier g German-Swiss lady got into our-
carriage with her fav, professor-like husband. She settled him
gown as if he had been a child., She Changed his hat to a cap
gnd tucked a rug round his knees and than looked round as if
for another child %o take care of, I was hardly capable of
realising how it was done but in a moment she had swept the
passengers, including Louisa, to the opposite side of the carr—

iage and placed myg lengthways on the seat, DBless her ! I

occasionally opened my eyes to see Louisa's strong gaunt face

which wore a raiher puzzled expression. We got to our hotel

at.?i.s'a about eleven o'clock at night. The lanilord expected

3.!&-':&.0_ have been fed., However he had plenty of good butter =

(‘”had had none with our rolls ). There was bread, not too

%9 and tea which tasted like nectar.
u
* Such was my excitement at peing in Italy that I gor up

| or \; on
U‘ next morning and was SO0 out and sitting sketching
B [ y ha
| gseat under the leaning TOweI. T was especially nhappy

green spac

e over which peasants

*C8Use in front of me was & B lod
v {for snow bu
wearing tueir national costune - not t
‘ ~
| .. . ~hoice 0L Iy SCcabe
Natural T T was not wise 11l the Cnoice
a weals
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aly tie Deginning of ...

B 0 LI Of API'll gp L
“Llie stone was cold
L]

g

; nad 0 sit 1n the shude for

~ould not bear the li(_}l;t oIl Iy

Lhe sSuUn we P T AP
! V&s 80 blinding that T

Paper, Yy the t1 '
raper By the time we had left.

pisa I had the woirst colg that T have everp had, T thought that
Vil

was the Italian air thut made me lightheaded, T g # nt that
% ' 3 LOuUgn vhna

jt was newness thalt made €veryihing I gaw

it
“ burn itself into Ly
prain and ye€tl Seem unreal but I know now that I must have gone
goout with & high temperature, The wnite housee, their sreen
shut.ers, the sweep of the Arno, the home of Galileo are all
like dreams. SOme scenes & - not the best - T remember &g -
I would remember dreams and others which most people wpuld hold
in their memories are blotted out of mine., It was tae szme

when we got to Florence and the weather, although fine arnd
él;udless, tried me areafully, There was a cold Dreeze blowing.

Gn one side of the street I was shlve:c':mfc-»> with cold and on the -
'uxs&«l' 3
other I felt scorched as if I were in the tropics. I was greedy

"‘Q o

;ﬁm all T could see and went to galleries and churches.

I have visited Florence again otherwise I should not

*,,: , | '.-”& {
mmber one picture in & gallery clcarly. Loulsa was

"lvaa that not only should we miss none of the sights but
that we should know all that was to be known about them,
e :
SUBDite of her head being full of know

= whether we started out 10 see a

ledge she would g0 no=-

“i “‘ithout a guide boOkK.
» to Fiesoli or St.

o see tue country

Chuma ea up
A h or a galler.y’ whether V e C.leo

ST ex Caltlun
- ,-°: whether we went for an €x¥
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genery OrJjust a Iield where ye o4 L
oML gatner a few i‘loweDS" the

yide POOK was p & Under 1,0 isa's am
I I'eady for service,

not able to take in much ingtpy
L] L

was Lon i
; tion in Florence, I suppose

'o'ac‘ ill & l"\; T 5 O ear -
pecause I Was Rl EPew:ho iy ‘V€ a distaste for suide books.

1 looked forward to going to Venice. I hadg a sort of instinect

that the air would suit me,

pecame anxious about me. Wwe 'eached Venice at midnizht and
found on leaving the station, that it was pouring with raj_n.
when we g0t into the gondola she made me sit well back under the
canopy and expressed her anxiety. I bheered her up. In that
wety soft air I knew I should recover. The blessed, falling

rain began already to wash away the work of those hot, cold, dry,
draughty Florence streets. We had rooms in an hotel in St.
liark' s Square,

In spite of feeling at once nearly cured by the air of
Venice I had a feverish desire for afterioon tea and a frantie
desire to buy things., Both these wishes had Deen denied me in
Florence and although they were stronger than ever in Venice
‘hey were still denied me. Louisa held firmly to my purse.

As I wanted to draw St. Mak's Cathedral and there was a

View of it from our hotel window I remained behind one aftermoon

“"W it, Louisa left me to visil soue€ famous church 4 It

S si 1t Looked
‘“Mt' 10118 bef'ore she returned. She was flus ied and

10WIl the
t’ u 8trange anc beran to walk up and a
tter, SHE plurted out =

room, On

¢ ma
vﬂmstioning her as to wat was L | | :
‘hat two men had Knocxed

‘.k.-,t:',l’urse has been stolen }' She said
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ainst her as Si€ entered tpe
88 i

~

“Aurch and she goon found that

asfed ho:
AUl 104

: ad taken her purse, -
spey ba ¥ = = ucn money was in it.
" she answered "Car
2 1ot ‘ o B (.r:ill VOl mans- } T 4+
A J anage 1o get home without
. ¢ ol 53 o i Oy PR | o P
gpgy "Not. TII it will help, 7 Can lend you some of mine
L]

1 must have a g00d dma} sum lepgn, "It is your purse that has

peen stolen i she said miseraply, "Mine } Where did you
keep it ?" "In the pocket of my coat «" U"Louisa } in that
outer pocket of that little jacket of yours | Any one could
take it from that I" "Yeg", she saig humbly. "I know., I am
afraid you must send for more money ", "Wont you hav enough
over to repay me ?" I asked., She paused. There was evidently
a struggle in her mind, She repeated - "§ou had Detter send

for more money",

I was vexed. A storm broke on her. It was not a bad

storm but another and a very heavy one poured over her wihen I
discovered - after I had written to my mother - that Mrs Bensly
aad given her an ample zupply of money. She, Physically as

& well as metaphorically, bowed before the storm. I asked

her t0 give me the amount that I had had in my purse. After-

¥ards she made me feel somewhat repentant oI my hardness by
ould, when we were walking, lag a yard

b‘h’e t0o0 humble., She w
24 11 . amp=-woman followl
or 80 behind me with her head down 1ike a tramp-V ing
hep 1 i ad ol for she was SO
| lan, 3 i pridiculous 1or' sl
It made me feel sad and

1y stamped at her but that would

by -
W T wes 5o smell. I near

leading her
hDVQ Deen no good, At last DY dint o1

carefully
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out ner store of kno i ,
DALV ¢

4o DTiTs Uge she was 3
: HE wes induced to walk:
. with me for I told her {haq TG
8 | et could take in any infore
3 far better when ghe
aation ©0ld it than when st
sne read from the

b—-ﬁide booke

The only time that the Baedecker was forgotten was the
¢ ime= WO wasted, precious mornings - that we spent at the Po=
jice Station 1n a vain attempt to trace the thieves., Louisa
could rememder their appearance and incautiously descrived it
to the police. How dull and tiring thoss mornings were. The
gecond day the police ranged a line of men in front of Louisa
for her to pick out the culpriis., I dont suppose any of those --
men were the guilty ones but Louisa felt it necessary to question
very carefully her memory, as well as the men, before she let
them all go., The only relief to the dullness weas when some
men in the station begzn to quarrel and then to fight. Whether

u‘?I were witnesses or prisoners I do not know. I zrew fright-

ened for I thought it would come to knives. The police were

hingly patient with them - and with Louisa = but at last

5

w d”med, though with regret, to give up i€ nunt for the

Wkets. T was glad and I am sure the police offiger was.

- I now had the control of my own purse. I had afternoon
%-'hen T liked it - and that was €Vely day - and I bought

W‘her a present costing twelve 1ira, whic

.@I’r ible extravagance.
e and return

' seemed TO Louisa

Y When the time




insisted that we - 23%. -~

~ \l'\)Li_&.\-L ld

pome I

‘:"L-‘ ond uile 11 nt in t e t .
5 . 3 - & 'L~—/ ra'm
ond ghe insisted that if we e, " :

\l‘t.' t;’u an ¢ . .
Il hotel in Paris it snould

marked with three sot. .
pe OR€ H MIIee stars in Baedecker, dls BiTTSEEE
- B

tpink thaﬁ hOtflS 1 raris were not likely to be respectable.

o those Gays LACLC Were generally rooms to be had in any hotel-
githout booking them beforehand so we did not finally fix on 0;19
antil we were in the train. We looked over the list of Paris
potels with three sitars andu chose "Hotel Suissge!,

When we reached Paris Louisz spoxe to the fiacre driver
with great confidence but apperently she did not make him un-
dgerstand the address of the hotel. He first looked tucugntful,
then pleased. We got in and he then drove of at a great pace -
g,.g?-f.gfggn,),ve~ seemed to be in a very poor quarter. We arrived at

Inn, Our driver was evidently friends with the inne

per and his wife. Our luggage was taken with speed upstairs

l""}bedrqoms one opening into the otner. It was now late.

Neither of us had been firm enougu over

river had gone.
' r one chair in blank mis_ery,.

tter., Louisa sat down on he

know where we were in Paris but it was certainly out

.’?my of fiacres. Louisa suddenly grasped the dangers of
“Stlmation and said firmly that we mustv paricade our doors
F )

She dragged her ped in 1

o A 'ront of her
T we went to Ded.

or, My door would 10

BBGIof it with a piece of 1UEES

: 3 ’ a chair in
ck but insecurely. I put

e on 1T After all this we
2 2 and slept &t once and
8T8 80 tired tLul we prepared 10 ped and ;
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e refreshed after an ungiet v« . ¥

awok Sllturbed night, Vur rooms were the

jainest that I have been ip but were

5 “v Were clean, wWe descended for

. 80d Tound that the e

preskfast a A4 that the ovners of the Inn wed a kindly
’

t Swiss.couple THeV ohahaah. ot
pones . e charged so little Lhnat I laughed

at Fate having made us economica] against our will and when all

nope of Deatling economy records had been already lost. I think
that Louisa felt that that was Very hard to pear

We reached home safely,

I went to Italy later. I was asked to itake two of my
former pupils there. They were to have six weeks abroad divid-
ing he time between Venice, Florence and Rome. Their names

‘_\‘"‘?'

11y Lock and Molly Thornely. They were eighteen years

i f"‘.sh from boarding school. My expenses would be paid
1t quite sure that I was expected in return to get some
€ into their heads as well as to give them a good time and
’ " back well. Theselast two requirements, I may say,
eeded in., TIn the first I failed,
were to travel very comfortably. No night was to De

train and no economy need be practised in meals

I nded well, A lady, Miss-Kenny, asked us at the

4 : ‘she might join the party.
- well but yet I lea

T was very zlad to have her,

rnt a lesson from

All sounded very : e
sbove all, Rome =

: - and
¥ Journey, Tf Venice, FloI ence and,
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aken i1, LIl .ne 1‘1"-;1;1:@1‘, educat

o ~lonal, traditional way, it

not be in the company of two wvairer
st P T VWO young women fresh from school.

sind the idea ihat you or any ong ejae mizht have the power of

putting culture into their minds - ip the way of history, art

or such like = could be thrown away at once, The time spent in
yenice suited them very well and indeed it was a hezvenly time.
je had a gondola with its gondolier at our service all day long
snd even some.imes in the evening .when the moon was up. We
stored in it food and rugs and - we lazed. Gelleries would have
peen ¥holly neglected if it had not been for Miss Kenny but

little time was giwen to them. T am certain that the girls

everything they had seen five minutes after they were in

For the second time end for a different resson

roval at all. Tt was showery weather, They found the

ts dark, narrow and muddy. We saw the sights but T am -~
they @id not care much for them., Molly and Dolly preferred
| were bored by churches and museums, did not
' and Molly would put her

v
2 A P
L0 galleries
4

' for scenery, as scenery,
7er my mouth if my words smacked of instruction. They
it between them 22 hats in F.orence.

fect) It was wari, f ne weather.

They thousht Rome was pPer |
€xpeditions that could be mede in the country round were
’ The shops of Rome they found

We had many picnicss
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good. They spent much tipe in thes s -
very o vhaem, T felt that thHough

al Si:[l’tis OI” .I:'\/’A '\"C‘. ] ( N1 e m
cne USU £ Y WeTe denied me at least T kinew 1tE

hops well. They carried back

they liked sometlimes 1¢ wanderp

lovely silk shawls =rd scarves.
=bout the Forum but with little
interest in its history. The Palatine miil above it was not
then gardened and wild anemones of g lovely red-purple colour
grew in the grass. I wemt off to see the Ddeginning of some
excavations and returned to find the two girls perched on a
pit of ruin with MOlly's sunshiny golden hair and Dolly's dark
locks wreathed in enemones. They were holding flowers some of
which had dropped from their hands and were scattered on their
white frocks. lhey looked so like nymphs that I felt they had
given me what I wanted, the spirit of the place.

One late,af ernoon they were lazy. Dolly wanted to rest
and Molly said she would keep her company in our boarding house.
li‘il'é-Kenmr and I were free. A wonderful thing happened to me,

I felt that I must go somewhere with a guide-book ! Nothing

‘€lse would satisfy me. I seized mine. Miss Kenny did the szme
milthough she had never quite dropped hers I knew she grasped

it with added pleasure. We hurried out full of pleasanr excite=-

Bent. We chose our chaise and ordered the driver 1o take us

W the Appisn Way. We, with our guide DOOKS, did at least

aditiona. aveller's waye.
Spend tyo hours in Rome in the traditional, traved v

-~ I ‘+tle girls of her own
g Afterwards, when Molly had two little giris O& .
he v to Ttaly with you |

% 8aid to me - "If only I could &° now to Ttaly J

t a.ain and I know that

o Vas g lovely tiwe but I want tO See <+
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Ishould uncersiand and enjoy i,

. hand Lar, far more", As for me ,
e e Bek DAL, 1 found her such g geid ntful t lling
_ A SAtTul travelling
Companlon tllat .[ Sh() \..ll{ut _L\_)"fe 'LJ O aonA Yayed o]
GV dpdlll With her = as she was
yan = and sSpend my time in nioend '
then ¥ 10 picnics and shopping,
e all reuched Cambridge 4
W i €d Cambridge in comfort spending tohree nights
in good hotelds oun the way Dback,

One of my closest friends in B@mbridge is Signe Laven.
one day a few years ago she asked me if I would go with her for
ean BEaster holiday to Italy. She wanted it to be a skeiching
noliday not only for my saké,- but for her own, She declared
that she would be quite content to sit near me and make her
stiempt while I sketched whatever I fancied. She promised that
she would not be impatient if I chose 10 work at strange amd -~
difficult subjects and vowed that she would express no disappéint-

uent if I began to move elsewnere when she was only halfway o

w & sketch., Altogether she made me feel that I could trust

h"*‘“ ‘behave like an attendant angel W
itph my Swedish friemd. I

ith artistic sympathies,.

- I was delighted tO £° abroad W

N.,' : ‘ ove an unusual
"W, without her promises that she would pTr

we planned & noliday in Venice,
IJ -

4. pooks but only look at
“oue @nd Florence. We should take guide DOOR®
.

!!ﬂint sketching companion.

Yhen 4, Liday was to be devoted %o
2 L » hollGay

.4, ings because OW .
Bie: the evenings D€ o should live in

-‘ i o Al J (,' I.l\)xlbl; '3}
‘ &ing and wandering. o neardy
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8 world 0l our’ Own.
I was Cupro\.‘u‘u. (7o) e he 1A - oy p 5
SULUe 101 'Lnls expedition and 1

that we travelled comfortsbly. aoent i
o bably, spent a night on the way

and were well fed.

The train as usual arrived at Venice station about mid- -
pight and, &s often happens, in pouring rain, ZThat was a great
disapgoin‘tment t0 Signe for she had heard a good deal of the
goon shining on the 0ld houses and being reflected in black vel-
vet waters Thaltl beauty I had seen on'my second visit to Venice
but the weather this time was in some way worse than when I .
wes forced into the back of the cabin of the gondola by Louilsa's
strong hand to shield me from the wind as well as from the rains
Now there was no excitement - no beauty. <The weather was simply
dismal, The buildings were sombre and the unreflecting water .
was evenly speckled with raindrops. No brerze ripple varied its
ony + As we neared the Rialto I was really sorry Ifor my

Phat sorrow however was soon over for in a momentyall

'ﬁ W A man appeared from soue alley not far from the
a torch in his nand. Other runners

 and ran along with

iml’ad all with torches and in a few

:%ted and tne water was no longer & dead grey but shimmn-
hted by the suddeness

minutes the Rialto was

d and glowed, Signe and I were deligt
I thday or
4 Wairylike ceremony to do nonour to Mussolini's pirthaay

sion to power.

St @8Miversary of his acced e
the artistiC feeling

8 N X o D.'.
In Venice Pigne aS'Lunl.‘pued me DY
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¢ showed 11 her sketch effurtg, When we left Venice for

sh

Be felt herself half an s < as " <ol
gome S4€ - il artist. We were both happy.

e8s1onal WOork and mine cl1imrad $ow o 4
ger prof & =i ine slipped into the backgrounds of

our minds. We I'éad No newspapers, The world's troubles, the

= ~ = " O v e . .
gorld' s dictators did not exist, and politics cessed to have

any meaning. The only thing that was important was to do a
1ittle creative work,

We had rooms in Rome in an hotel above the twin churches
at the upper end of the Corso. We soon found that we should
have a very pleasant sketching gfround in the Forum and the light
sould be good in the mornings for what we wanted to draw. One
morning when we came down to breskfast we found considerable
excitement in the hotel. The hotel keeper himself came to speak
t0 us. He told us that Mussolini had been shot at and wounded
in the arm and that his would-be assasin was a woman - an Irish
lady, T did not think of it at the time but I am sure that the
hotel keeper was anxious about us, especially about me. How=

eVer neither of us thought even for a moment that there would

hﬁmy reason to prevent us from going to our work as usual,

80 We gallied out and began bur walk down the COTSO.

Sever gha11 T forget the hullaballoo in that street | Men, =

.”‘MV' black shirted, - had commandeered every cal, cart, van,-
’

4+ 1old of. The careered up and down
 lorry that they could get hold 0%

thg flarrow Corso shouting and demanding
jve it. There were many

the salute and resdy

o terrorige any one who would not .
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sestrians running along

peﬂ Lile narrow 5

Strip of pavement and- the

squares were full of People, man

Ol .hem shouting themselves
poarees We Were glad to.get to tpe peace of the Forum,
That afiernoon we cl'e due to call on & friend tha. we
ped made in Camoridge and who lived now in Rome. She had been -
the Mother Superior of St. Mary's Convent and was now the Mother

superior ol a much larger Convent in Rome, We had a warm wel-

come from her. She had hoped that we should not fail to come -
in spite of the excitement on the streets for she wisned to warn
us. She was anxious abaut us and she begged us to be very care-
ful - not to wander anywhere near where Mussolini lived, - mot -
to talk in English in any public place, - and to keep very guiet
éven in out hotel. If any complication should arise in the con-
dition of his wound no English woman would oe safe from insult
and might even be in serious danger. We promised to=t we would
8v0id Mussolini most carefully and we felt that it was an casy

M to give especially when we soon heard that he was going
0 } W suppose I 0.ght to feel

to recover. Signe said =
M‘- we are now safe going about Rome but I should like
ﬁh” seen the great man'.

gave
” When the time came for U to lea
Gecy ast night angd

Rome for Florence we

rop pennies
that we would go on ouf 1c

-~,:\"“"=’0’Vi fountain, The moon ¥

BEWould bring us again to HOME

s at ils full so the charm

'l inly \)I.b‘. AI‘ ter
) Jl L‘_LAL-LQ \- X
MOV I“‘ “w e v

= haise driver,

. - . ysual cas

" late meal snt out and chose OW
al we we



0ld man and hig a... i
He was all nda 118 LJ.;__:.'_L'Q(: was old bt 1 K
| v We liked him and
ed tO love higs Noree T
pe seem OTS€.  When e told him that ted
: o = we wan
to g0 to Trevi Fountain pe Knew g11 about it
1t and

was quite jocund,
Cups from t}

| ¢ hotel for if we drank the
water we should not be apie Lo leave

ge advised us to bring

Rome but woulg stay there
for the rest of our lives,

We did DOY go back to tne hotel to
We preferred to De able to return to England
We trundles along in the Chaise passi

of walkers,

feten cups.

0g an unusual number
We reached the Piazza Venezia andg found

' of Mussolini. Signe became excited. She had acquired

- -

hﬁn miration for the Duce for no other reason as far as

‘he had put down all beggars. She talked in a loud voice,

mmyg did when speaking in a foreign tongue ) to our
' er who really did mot like it, asking him many questions = -
80lini married ? How many children had he ? ete. I tried
fér" T saw we were noticed and said in a low voice:
é@l’omised the Mother Superior that you would not talk .-
. W T promised her that I would not speak English
Even I knew ho little like Italian

- etreetg",
' @m speaking Italian ".

' Ttalian
: was ., building; & palace;

pehind it. Very

| vas & Pig
" OPpsite to us as we sat, W&

: e | 1AOW
shted tall wilk
ghted

th g balcony and a 1li
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500D out stepped Museolini, e wes greeted with a mighty

: ' onour of higs |
ovabion in h ur oi his s.fe return from Convalescence in

. He raised his hang ¢
jjinorcas hand, the huzzahe and wild gestures

st.opped and he made a short speech,

Just &s he ended an Italian policeman caught sight of

us, He was,very angry. There was no lovement of tne people.

They seemed 10 De waiting for Mussolini Lo come out again so
those round us nad time to listen to our s8colding by the ifate
officialss I forced Signe to be quiet while the old driver was
questioned. se declared his innocence and to the man's angry
words only answered by asking woth disarming pathos :" How on

I to get out of this ?" At last a way was cleared.
: > time T had my work cut out to dominate the free spirit

ndinavian woman. She wanted to join in the alterca-
' § A
meguided to a quiet street and from There we made

A‘ evi FPountain. The water looked olacs and almost
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'C dropped our pennies in. No one but the old man
' t. Perhsps the want of the usual spectators broke

Bas not worked for me., That dark shadowy

the almost deserted street are WY last memories
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wilgne said to me - nT amn very b.l.c\d that I have see

\ 1 1 uc ¢ ) 'lﬂ lihto I
i il - even fro!n 80 far {)ff alk.s in such a al 8
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24 ha ve liked to have seel him nearer but pernap 2 a
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.

hing that we have done Wilh nim
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V1€ Next morning, We had &

48y one,

We left for FlOl'GilCt_ earl

eful time there and 5 g

peac

B 10 the evening, after our
sketehing and sight seeing,

".'Q ‘ead o "
we I'ead the fistory of the city.,

r read aloud 10 her an accoypt of Savanarols Signe was much
.

u,pset by the manner of hig daeath ang asked if I would show her

- -

The next morning, almost the last we were to spend together

in Italy, we ent to visit it, The Plazza was unusually crowded
out meither of us paid much attention to the people, I know

that my friend was very sorrowful - not merely on account of

o
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the people wondering what was going to happenms

nly police appeared and everyone round us was pressed

be course which was guarded by soldiers. We waited

r and wonderingly and then at last we xnew the reason

u ¥citement, From somewhere appeared carriages and in

y was the unmistakeable figure of Mussolini himself,

man looking military costume. His helmet

4 on a very Ro
e His face looked

n the sull.

and shone fiercely 1 |
perhaps the acclamations

he had a grim expression.

e T i « I The
s ontaneous enthusiasm N
8 £0 him weak and lacking in 8P
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emed SO to me. Florence ig NOV Rome, Hig open carriage

passed esy and quickly. He Vas driven to the building
qere he was Lo De given an officia] lunch, |
When it was safe to speak again Signe remarked - "I am
gla'd to have Deen s0 close 1o Mussolini, He seems to follow
as so perhaps it is a good thing that we are leaving Italy."

- A few days after this we reached England safely,
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