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Two Visits to

Hollandg,

I have visited Holland twice, 4 long time ago I stayed
taere dAuring the summer in a 1it.1e country town and in the

gutumn Of the following year I spent g day and a half in Amster-

dam and a day and a half at the Hague,

My old frien Miss Vernon - the lady who .ave a pemny to

‘_,._{ little girl in Harston who wore a bright coloured frock -

‘.

ne t.o Join her and her adopted daughter, Olive Courtney,

0

ni: ’e_‘be_en, on a sketching holiday to Veere. Veere is

L

I aecepted gladly for I was due to go to friends
3

erland Bt last part of my vacation and by going from

' et

ould get there by, to me, an unknown route. :
% ‘J J.' 'i .
and perhaps still is, an enchanting old town,.

'f' OWT. ‘:Ln Holland on the island of Walcherin close to

R atohable by its tall slender bell tower and by tue
s ho ‘quay which is in the heart of the town. I was
, .,__’,f t.o° by the landscape round it which some might :

40
P

e't.ty for it consists only of smooth slopes of

The costume of the countrry

o,
S v,

' '7'_;. ¢clothe angular dyke works.

e interesting as esch village has 1ts traditioni

Their black
’ net necklaces.

They all wore coral or gal

SY'esses had ver



[r— T
\ ‘ Al -
Fwith a plain veis
squarel) F S l, 11l V._,.'_v‘;'t bl.ki... Ihvel.y Woman da d h
L & R - Vi il redaene L P o
aIms gEvLiicially which at first gave me the uncomfortapl
| S& i 1€ uncomfortaple -
ing thal their slecvees .
f : V€ painfully tight. However .
ed to it and w .
T gov us d when I gay e woman with unreddaened arms
7 had an uncomfortable feeling that She must be anaemic
L]
3 =~ \) o \ : A A
I did not succeed in Y pPainting of the acknowledged

pest view of the town which was the view from the other side

of the quay. From there could De seen the bell tower rising

above the brown and grey houses and, 1o the artisist's eyes,

the buildings were Pleasantly broken Up by the lines of masts
ﬁ'ihe r:.gglng of the ships in the foreground, The hulls of .

U

the ¢ ,cs “and barges and their black reflections in the greenish

ter of ?s Quay bhelped to make the charm of the suoject. T '

' t it but left off for I could not succeed in gett-

| ' :, grey atmosphere of Holland, Ever since my fail-

| looked with yet more admiration at the landscape

; r u @ﬁ masters. I succeeded much better when I

._ : ome of the old red brick buildings that stretched
lgx almost as far as the great lock gates of
Lg. river out and keep back the sea. I have
; or since bricks of such fine colour, OQur 4‘

ced the quay, only a wide road separating it from the ™
Y :

: ni and
: "’éll three worked at our subjects both morning
' s ird 1 me comi
One morning Olive joined M1Ss Vernon and ng
*p)l«‘,; é ne
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om the hotel., She ca4a
1ate fr DAL te ”T“CJJ’

$ our place. Somebody is ecomimen .o
up @ -Oming whom they eall Mynherr

, Dy the excitement s
Br°'n y I should £uess that he must be a very
ﬂportant person". When T

seem rather stirred

went back to the hotel for lunch I

gound Madame sitting on the bench Just outside it. She was

chelling peas. They looked such lovely young pess that I sxsme
stopped to admire them. Madame spoke French for she was a
pelgian :- "Les petits pois sont pour le diner. Monsieur Brown
viens cet apres midi ", She had finished her peas and hurried
am:{ could ask no questions. We heard floating whispers

ery now and then from members of the staff that they were

extra work, but willingly for it was for Mynherr Brown.
ed if he were a high-up official, a millionaire, or

e might be a popular preacher. We felt quite curious

. We went out for our usual aftermoon work and returned

\gaw that in front of the hotel was a semicircular
3 “#he bench from our eyes. As I mounted the steps

‘ting on it, smoking a pipe, a suall stout man
"!’iﬂuyearl old, He said no word to the people who
benignantly at his adorers. I felt

prown, He looked thoroughly:

‘but looked

....

: this was the great Mr.

doub t that he was the important
0

very attentive TO him yet
who made nNo claims,

ere was indeed N
our hotel. The staff \T.'('Z‘I'(’ i
888 merely a kindly retiring ™



'V not like an officint . 249,
He Was FBT “ L y I o

vag certainly not like a
millionaire nor was he like ar

He took the atten-
gion he received with Sympathetic tolerance gg

if it were too
guch of a right to be noticed op questioned,

One day we received an invitiation to Join in an expe-

dition in a fishin smack round the coast. e accepted and the

xt morning we went to the quay and boarded his

vessel. So

were its wooden walls that when T was in it I could not

the 8ides. The boat had already been mede very
le for us. The two fishermen spresd the sails; we passed

\ck and reached the sea. I saw nothing as we sped
' blue sky behind the broad brovn sails.

r eyes be an enormous dyke., The side of the dyke

1
sea was a shining slope of sand. Such sand }'The

in colour thatI have ever seen. Not quite silver but

Llow - V Il the tV\'O but Wl y

d 1l 1lors -
. prought out Dy Mr. prown and the sal
aneh wes being T : s Llope

i the steep
85 T becane children again and climbed uP |
8hd I became
’”ﬁg»aown'With our owi wel hte amen 1O tell his stOIy.
s, T g

oW
Towards the end of lunch Mre BF
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ae the story of an
“18% he had had at this spot

L*rbluln f

it v
apout five years before,

‘-;«illcf:{ . 3 »
then he hag iried to visit it
» o1 i'tS amlive SR |
r }, ear l QL,.«.LT‘ » m - (") 23y ’ : s
everdy ve 10-day was the anniversary and

R o s
vlic Salne ag

fEeaLaCT Was S then,

YY) ' | srev - o - o A y R
Mr. Browvn's voice as he Lold his tale mingles with, but
yas not deadened by, the 1ittile waves lapping on the shore., I -

jistened with such interest that T feel that I can tell it Dbest

py remembering the words he used,

This is how Mr. Brown t0ld his story := I came 1o Veere

on & holiday about five years 8go and planned to spend a day

'“wa].k:.ng about the island anc along the dykes.

I got up very
one fine morning and started. I walked on uﬁtil I reached
the j.ﬁl};é)v_@; this spot. I loocked down and saw the slope of -
'. ‘sand. The sea was blue and the waves were mere ripples.
canr ot Euim and I am very cautious about sea bathing. How= ---
1ittle cove was so retired and lonely and the sea looked

£6 that T climbed down. I laid my clothes on the sand and
* ying the luxury of a bathe. I was splashing about
' .'""’-"'a%'ép water when I felt that the ground had
s '"‘?‘--ic:)m':iiﬁdeﬁ.nw feet, I was ignorant then of how dange-

8 Wavelescs sea could be. I was pulled away from the land

81de arms were pulling me and I sank down drowning,
_., mo my head that I must Ty gnd float. You see, I am

';ﬁ“‘the right way for it put T had never done it as far
. Tt took only & moment O realize my danger and
R § -E:,; er,
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er LO Lake ) € Chance 14 e

gnoth °L lifes I am a townsman WAt
. o . o .

few 2 sports I turned on my back

snd 8OV fBto the Position that I heg gt le

pportunities of Practisin,

28T heard about anc}

as a boy had learned. «- » |
perhaps' arned, and I found that I could float. -

1 was relieved but wondered hoy long I could do it before I was
gjghted en. rescued. Although I thought with dismay of my
plight I had no idea of vhat I was going to suffer. As time
gent on the effort to keep in the right position became an

gche and then an agony. The sun burnt hot on to me. Uy eyes
pecame inflamed. Midday passed. The afternoon wore én and
the torture began to affect my brain. I became‘slightly deli-

rious and then half conscious. I wonder how I stuck to my

“bnt I hald on. The sun was sinking towards the west -
[ woke up to find that I was really resting on solid earth
ough I was still in shallow water. It was some time before
'-’: 2d sufficient strength to roll to the dry sand and
e time before my head was clear enough even 1o wonder

i be. I sat pp at lest and crawled to some gress. -
T stood up and looked about me. & fisherman's
£ and a woman was at work outside. I
what had been the plight of Iﬂ.yagm

lized with a newemotion
“ jcaa's maiden did. She Tled.

: , gaw me and did what Naus
L r cottage for lonf. she came out and

rments towards MSe She had ARGRE

she wag not in he

r 0ld fisherman'e E8
. in petreateds

he again Ire

Bhe ag 4 to her cottage.

pul T totrere

‘ |W appeal . I do

- Clothed and thank



v the Dutceh langusce .o -
Kno‘, th pu &2 U € Dut T o - s
g0t - Could at leagt tell her that-

ol Veere. When she 1.
1¢ © UEr head I repeated Veere,

perine She looked st Me Dt adon s
yalc Pilyingly ang S00thingly and gave

2e 8 hot drink. Her husbang Came home, He also thought me

QRS She brain, At lest I mansged bouliin] them believe
that I was 1n my richt senses ang - whetlner mistaken or not -
thet I really did wish to be taken to Veere and he on his part
meneged 0 make me understan that it Wes a long way off and

only & fishing smack would be able to take me there, I was not
on Welcherin but on another island. T think he ‘was intent on
vergfying what I said or perhaps he wanted to get rid of me
quickly for though it was beginning to get dusk he hurried off. -
and found his mates and a vessel was soon ready. When we arrived
a8t Veere it was night although the men had made as much speed

fcould to enable the boat to get through the locks in

tI could see a good deal of artificial light on the quay
e Neared it and there seemed to be a great number of people

My fisherman hullooed Adoudly as we approached the town

went up from the crowd. By the time I was landed -

By 211 Veere was on the quay side to welcome me. I received

but my troubles were far from being Over. L were

2 b 2
to be clothed 1n & suit of
my fisherman, put outside my

. my own and to
% into my room,

.:Qfﬁﬁh‘ wherewithal to reward
“ e : \" g . .
Which wag officially sealed Ub

8 nter. ITheY
hlif refused to let me faR ey

ere two gendarmes who

paid no attention



ven o my Puzzled, exciteq landledy, 1 s 203e -
5id a0t believe her when She ggig the 1‘~our‘v1 v'a; : tha: b
je to be gone 7% I enquireq, There was much talk :).d t.:mat;ch;f

S I en e
gede me understand that I myugt €9 10 the Mayor and prove my

jgentitye I was excorted to the mayort g house by most of the

jphebitants Oof the town it seemeq L0 mes, I felt ss if I must

etill be delirious. It was twelve o'clock atl night when we
&

reached the house and then the Mayor had to be roused from his
sleep and get dressed. He gquestioned me until I waé yel more
mted and I naturally failed to prove my identity there and-
| yed could however describe minutely my clothes left on th e

mgm which were now in a sealed packet in the sealed-up
M,b@d._.been found and it was judged that there could

‘how powerful he might be, would Dbe swept. 3
the open sea and drowned. When my clothes had been found
fiecting the currents but,

L4
-
»

-

‘. ; - have been a rare wind a
only the fact that I -w;i

\with the help of such a wind,=
£ the water and not swimming saved me,

was almost & miracle.

on the surface O
r life to a chance that

- . 1 1 a5 w
: 4 * lanul\gd.)"’ U.nSea.Lt:d
My p : N V\rltij OuI
- AL ;lla.yor, after Lalxs

much formallly. I vas allowpGEsy

0 my belongings with
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osession O my 1oor AP :
take P ¥ fle rou can sll

l suess at £ Jad
when I sank 1nto that haven of my feelinge

rest - bed, The result of my

gaventure is thal I am regardeq g

< Vonder here and the tale
tiles of the town,
That was the story that Mz

of Wy exploil is one of the
Brown teold us that sunny day

py iLhe SE&.

He lived in London, he sald, anc worked for the Kodak

compenys All the cameras of the Company passed through his
hands 1o De tested Defore distribution, The little :Lnexpensi\lr.e
Brownie Camera IEx®xi¥X® had been named after him. When T se;
g;géomief- Camera it calls up a picture of blue sea, shining

and, a boat in the near distance with a brown sail and I feel

gain sitting on a heap of sand facing a smzll stout man
er ing to him telling of his adventure.

- =
Many years ago an Exhibition of Rembrandt's pictures was -
T had decided in the beginning of the Autumn

B & ves on his'life to my pupila so vhen T hGary g
hibition I felt it was necessa e
Companies arranged very - ks

ry to see it. For would-

sitors the Railway and steanship |
sive week end fares via Hook of Holland. The ticketl alse

e ce to the Exhibitions ese special boats and trains

Th
It was a cheap way of

rtain amount of

jonists but a ¢€
jth the tickel.

j’.f.between the ord
W Holland for excurs
was certainly incl

o My rartner
udea W
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+he Studio, Gertrude Chataway ava <
. v sS4 1 determined to £0. We -
cpould travel DY =z night boat Peacha v W s |
ol Yislly Alsterdam very early on
jday morming. We should be ania «.
Fridey °¢ able 10 have g long day in the

r teking notes and stiiq 3 :
gallery vaxillg note % STill have time to gee a little of

ghe ¢itys We could return to Cambrigge early enough to start
out Studio work only missing Monday morning's class,

We had rough weather crossing. We were both 117 bat I
soon revovered Dul Gertrude did not. We had to vait some time
in the station at The Hook for our train to Amsterdam, It wa
very early in the morning and still dusk. The waiting rooms  --
were locked up and also the refreshment rooms. There were peopke
on the platform standing up or filling the few seats. Gertrude
locked as white as a sheet, "Please come with me" she sazid
imploringly, "I must lie down". She staggered to the end of t
the platform and hurried along the lines. She found a space
Where there was a little grass between the lines of rails and

‘& down on to it. I saw with aismay that the rails each side
of the grass were shining witn use. I sat near her on the

§'ound and looked well up and down for any hint of a coming

was only just in time for the

gt

At last she got up and it
was due, I smpoorbed her into th

ar 9

e train, We arrived at

%?«z Saw thB . 'I'
& ough thnel
ais cheeses for the Dutch preakfasty, We
rowll

round_gdlden-o e we had booked

1o our hotel whel

& conveyance and cIrove
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oms but only Ior one night, wWnen T w
o R b L was shown to my room T -
2aund that it looked on to g court
£9 “Wdtly pleasant enough, but I had
3 for iew of a can:
ed IOr 8 V 1 a canal [ exnras

nop o+ Baplessed my disappointment and
(e Manager with alacrity orderp

so! 8 Toom for mine, We

€d the maid to exchange so and -
had breakfast and then forgot how early
jn the day 1t was and made for the gallery whnich of course was
still closed. We wandered about and by the time we got back
o the gallery I felt that I had already spent a very long daye
I revived when I entered the first picture rooms I shall
pever forget the start it gave me. There were people in it,
and compared to the glow of the pictures, the living people
seemed dead. It was not through strong hard colour that they
séemed to overpower the living spectators but by a goldem light
thet radiated from the canvasses. Especially in the room dedi-
dated to the "Night Watch" was this noticeable. It is a mar-

vellous picture. What unbelievable fools were those old Dutch-

men of the Town Guard who rejected it and refused to pay for

it or hang it in their Hall.
Gertrude and T épent the morning and ear
taking notes of every picture. We returned for lunch and then

B it T hod made & mistake in changing WY ¥OOs It had
arm autumn and the classic smell -

ly afternoon in

b“n a8 hot summer, It was & ¥

my TOoOm and ha

After our work was over

. ve some air
b the gallery I wanted tO rest 11

out, oh, that smell i I felv ill
vas ..mly

T thought it was canal

chat I was tired outs I
Ui

Qic’mess but T am sure it



sred next morning + ;

deCl_AI e Cd i “‘llb viat OTc 13 : d57. -
~ - E -L"ll 4 '\.)“ ‘u& “a ™ .

qe would g0 1o the Hague, o o 84T was enough 80

b ue L (& _L’\‘ F YV 1+ ] :

STEPUEC for rooms in an hotel

AlllS

gnd then wandered avout G
cldam,

- s ™ 2 ‘e I U“On-tl
of the city. rallzue and ; S N

..'.'Ejillul‘f,iuu‘tl s pictu: .
slate of my brain, ures wiped it off the

We arrived at the t

The moment it
stopped the man hurried his wife our before us and iney sped

the low steps 1o the entrance. We found them in the office

trying hard to force the manager to give them rooms and I rea-

lized that it was a battle for our rooms that hey were waging.

my tired face helped,.(Gertrude never looks tired )
b t the Manager gaid firmly "These ladies have telegraphed" and

pair of would-be grabbers retreated.
We found that we had been given beds in the Ball room.,  --
andeliers were draped in linen bags. EROrmous mirrors

My bed was right up against one.
ay with my head ---

aung all round the wall.
to talk to my feflection as ) g |
A pi.llow and saw myself lying S0 nears I slept, and Gertrude

t, well and long.

Just had fini jate breakfst the mana=
JUst as we

shed our VeIry

words Gertrude knew alittle Dutch

me 1O the entrrance.
eger atter cheer

in and said a fev
icked me Uup (she is

rstood what he said,
big) and purried

lhere were

ner moment Cli



Bimded and a carriage and pgi; 258,

oLl Dagsed 11c)
20d in it was the Gueen- -

T and Wilhelims
of golland, Wilhelmina, then ve-
rel’y .j" 9, '»i“.__—. =

e _ one looker ’ .
gretty with a complexion that « €d exceedingly
1 n‘)l.'\_)i'u; Ll 4 fie : d
. “uie morning sun al ink
and‘wnlte° e
Gerirude and I passed thy
KAeN 010w ,
SUsh e market place on out way

athedral. d S
+o the Catl al We enjoyed tn sight of the countr le

ja their costumes. We went into the Cathedral and then decided
to ask if we might go up the tower to see the cowntry round so
we went to the Minister's house to ask for permission., His
nouse was attached to the Cathedral wzll. A maid opened the
doors At first she looked puzzled by Gertrude's Dutch and also
at her request that we should be allowed to go up the tower but
she did not trouble to ask for permission for us. OShe g=ve Uus
the key, shoed us the door in the hall that led to the tower

and left us. We went up the stone stairs whéch were easy. We

reached a story where there were no more stairs only a ladder -

the longest that I have ever . Secll.
801 in the roof. "I am not going up that

Mc" said Gertrude, ''You &9 first, I'll go behind you
ngf I gO up T shall never get

i ghe beggedo

g frightened QU

Tt stretched up and up po
ladder" I said.

e ¢atch you if you fall.
m‘ WT11] help you. DO Come
% up that awful laddele I wa
aﬁdder for I am a 1lowlander = no &

| -
> 8till more fi ke RBo terri

gering dowt

I started to

ite enough DYy

ro0d at heights = but I

ed when g I mounted T saw
the holes It was

“ and ghastly face€ P



1ashed with red which -
SP ' \Jl" 1 259.

t oo : I ] i‘;‘r‘.. I =a s
ago on 1" Sald Gertrude . HMa5L1linegg
. e giving S. I stopped,

I mg a n,
C o g > TS Pushs 8 :
ceen the face for it dies 1o She might not have

“Pbeared -~ 1ickl
ansehly and ’ :
I was in front,

t ha - Dee M e+
8§ Wus LA ‘Je&rl“15iiﬂ{cn L thou ht
- l_,‘.:. 1 ".
VY 1t was th .
e light that

mde it 100k like that ot
de llKe 'Llla't," and on T went,
W + I crawleg :
> on my ees

,
nna

of the spIre.There was no helping post t
followed me in the sam P
€ way ahd after we hsd strugeled t
feet we 1look i i
ed round us, Standing a little way off ti
s v was tne man
splashed face. Pots of red paint were near him in
corner, i i a
€ had a thin monkey- like figure. He was not very
tall and was
dressed 4n a strangely cut suit which looked as
if h i
e himself had made it after a model dating from the early

niddle ages, fle watched us, the grinned and decided apparently

that he liked us. I felt nervous of him and looked at Gertrude's

strong figure with relief,
8ppearance, We both thought it would be safer to be Iriendly
and did our best at it and succeeded beyond our expectations,

‘M:&ould be no doubt that the poor man had zone out of his

Mmind, He seemed to be the bell keepers Perhaps he lived up

had veen affected by lone
controlled the 36 bells and

after chime ring out,

She was much startled Dy the man's

liness. ile showed

YMere and his nerves

% With pride the instrument that
he made chime

*Please us, as he thought,
ntre was an

in the ce

ower and
The noise from these

- Were on the top of @ high 1

-~ 18
contained the pellSe.

A work spire which



pells made me giddy in

SPite of 4. . 260,

2 Wia = 4-1 ct ocha Ty !
oeautlflllo -.]'lr'lt the De SB1e A . v 1“1911‘ 'Cone vas

Il Dal
+ Ve low t, non

I cannot guess, When +3,. 1Zht of the chiming

msn O‘,“_ o4 ak
& e e ACled that e had heard enough

G L)e'._.-tt'l to Show of'f h
ing like a monkey down the beis is 2g11ity by e¢limb-

tering. He did not want ug ¢, leave

the darkness of a pit. Then he

Up again grinning and chat-
him ang therefor i
| € he wished
to show off all he could do, He left us at 1a t £

8 or 2 moment,

Gertrude Wwhispered "yow
Come ! was at once on her knees With her foot on the first

to climb up some girders,

o How T held on {| He dissppeared, "He will be climbing

he ropes " cried Gertrude. "Come along". We reached the
hurried zcross it and dowvn the gtone stairs to the lobby,

open that led to the Minister's rooms. No one was

e 1aid the key on the table, went tnattended through

nee and down the steps. We fell thenkful to be safely

+ mv knees for a2 time felv
88 in the street. T confess that my

callery and fell in love

.".':.went later to the Mauritius

fql watercolour of
a SUCCESSLIWVse WETE
T 448 & 8

Vermeert o picturec.

the step
o moat On
con by the

red bricj pri







