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~_ 11 France,
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Lift hep Gymnasium in Cam
bridge in the

of 18 a :
chalg® Signe Laven and another Eymnast, M
y Mary Willis, and

- II") alll')l' - .

went 10 do svecial work in Norwich

consente i
:::d E . Zc::sz:i m;zrm;r hc.)use a8 girl of seventeen,
. wedish parents wished her to live
with us for six months and attend the Studio.

It was towards the end of the Easter term, our work was
nearly over and holiday trips were being thought of. An idea
was started by Mary and Signe that our holiday shoulcd De spent
in Paris. I had been there over and over again but only as a
student working all day in studios but I was quite ready to go

there for a pleasure trip. Of course Margit said she must go
e had settled on the plan other friends,

John Alford the poet wanted

with us. As soon as W

bearing of it, wanted to go 100.

t0 go, John Bell, the nephew of Gertrude Be
4th her daughtlers,
fay Hamblin-Smith wanted tO

11, the traveller,

vented to go, Mrs Thornely ¥ Molly and Greta,

%anted to g0, my friend and helper, I
I was afraid 1t might prove & cumbIous

89 and others as well.
P8ty ang T was glad thal VW° wel

e not all to g9 O France at
1d reaci it in driblets but Vel
( ealCl

in the old

B8 seme time, We shou .
3 G student's hokel,
B R0 u1a 211 be cathered togethes
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the @Grand d€ la Haute .04,
iy e .IA.(_. [ 1} (1] 5 7 - .
o Hald 1o Jairf e
 hy had no restaurant, ng 0 Lilt, was very
’. lé e i';' . i-- J 1 i d MY .
. L OUINE . e
e IO -‘L-L/ed Das.
SRes Wa e s ins, but wase

s vee NO dOoubt we o ?

ineM)en51 Qoubt we S0uld ‘0

I \“'_is 0116 d— & i_'Uu“C‘ 1."7;._:'.:'-/' tov‘«';al'.ds fillo i’b.
LA - Lﬁl.‘C' i;"i‘ih‘_:'t/ 4 4

St Lo arrive in Frs

= 'rance and I had only

Companion,

_ gamblin-Smith as uy

oiie vas at that time my
ce friend and she still is.

ger forte 1n art 1is colour Printing and one of her prints
» U -

called "Pan' was chosen by the collectors for the British Museum
g5 & good specimen of modern colour printing. 1In appearance

she is dark with sea-green eyes shaded by lids that give them

s hewklike expression. She is tall, handsome and dresses well.
she was a most noticeable person in the Paris streets and in

the evening when excited she could be startling. She wes ad-

venturous and often led me into sirange, sometimes dangerous

situstions ( I think she enjoys it %) Yet when she said to me

one evening about ten o'clock "We cant go to bed. Let us wander",

I consented.
In a street, certvainly

1k behind t_.he

Where we went I do not knowe
somewhere in the Latin Quarter, Ve happened to wa

dimly seen figure of a young man with papers in his hand who
mn & stalrcase which was close

\

Diered g doorway and slipped GOV
We were walking slow
taircace.

ly and another young man

%0 the entrance. .
g had a case

Passed us and uis.::;ppeared down the S | :
| = gomething is going on down
19 his hang, May clutched my arm & e
wllé i iS. B QUE
bhere,n gne gaid, "Let us £° and see vhalt 1t
: o Aoing 80 W€ went down the
haye Objected - but I dont remembel doing
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tme and found a door - :

5t3115 I 4 . o' LIvEd . open e
; MR Showing a 14 ohtars

-uSh;d 141G Openl and Toim i llli“‘uei T

we p J &4 & ullg" w\)"“v S¢€ ]-_r o ml-
e —oER Al a ravher ze under-

. d 1’00 Lilel'e were shea ~ i 1ar°e ; '
gr0 o B OUITER

un * Men in it, most of them

young. All were I‘Oi-l,_,li.l__‘;,' Ui'essed and IR
il none looked well to do but

a1l had & certain artistic and litera;
erary look which gave me

confiG€NCe. 1 am sure we must have Prepaered to retire with
aPOlogies but if we did I have forgotten that also, I know
that they offered us chairs and we sat dow e I heard them
speak of us as "Les Innocentes" but the work of tne evening
apparently went on as if "Les Innocentes" were not there. I
discovered with rapt interest that this was a literary club and
these men, having written an article or poem, before sending it

off to some paper, were reading it aloud to far more severe

¢ritics than they would be likely to have elsewhere. I was
sorry when May got up to go but I knew that we had trespassed

too long and I was grateful to them for not turning us out long

before.
" We often tried to find that street again but we never

t over to Paris with Helen I made the

'~ When I first wen |
ipr1 student at Ccolarossi's gtudios. I noticed

She 1eft the
he coast and was S0

itance of a g

hﬂ’ work which was original.
ng poatls ﬁ on t

t, she

gtudios for Brittany

18 order 1o paint fishi
&ttracteq by the coast gcenery tha

» & 0 0 PaI’iS
mttany. However she C&llc Ll

decided 10 live 1n
yeals afttervards
pa



1ing hersell Madame Hunpt and. de | 265,
- Udec lar

-2l o
. ~e lerself an Anarchist.

ol 7 r( .."' lleud FOI\.‘L:‘ Y1 T S
Itnlrﬁ\ IL?J = e LQ[IU.C(, LilOn "'-'it'l —ile"‘ 2 ) .
Ty 8t all events when I

pet per again a sort of Triendshi

aSked her to take us 1o those 1
L -

ey Slrange night cafes at liont-

L'Enfer and lL.e Cie
re’ - Al l.JC C.LC.].. Jadame it e -
el Maceme Hunt gaig that she would --

LR &
sake us to L'Bnfer but refused to take us 1o Le Ciel, We accepted

whet she would give us and we Started out very late for Mont- -
partre. When we got 10 the cafe we entered a gloomy room., Four
closed coffins stood upright in the four corners, We sat down

on oak coffin stools and had our coffee on black raised coffins;
The room was lit Dy lamps made from human skulls. On the walls~
were pictures representing scenes pleasant enough but at variance
with the dismal atmosphere of the place. However that was soon
put righte The light from the skulls turned blue, our lips and
cheeks turned blue and all the pictures changed their character
end turned horrible. After we had recovered from the effect -

of the blue light and ghastly scenes we went, with other people- -

through a passage that seemed as if it were built of huge, rough,

%0zing stones and found ourselves in & long rooms There we

Yemained, At the further end of the room on wh at might be

talled the stage an emply coffin st |
e of our numper would
e would and walked to the

ood uprighte
come and stand
We were asked if on

‘Qv‘ﬁhe coffin, A youth said thea
I C
m and stood in it. Before oul eyes b

kele-
rhen slowly the 8
'8 white gkeleton stood in his P 1

- -

x i
gradually disappeared

lacee
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was not seen and ilhe boy -
a8 Deflore, When he

ton was -L.Ll ere

ed to us he declared that 1
QL e

return

115.;()_ not d
. etected a .
gkeleton had appeared to him Ry GRERESE

hen another man went on the

; and sat On an armchair, A n
sage un seemed to come to him in

jstress. She kneilt doy

i

30 pray him to help her but he was apparently hard hearted

M with clasped hands and seemed

men & different sort of lady came in and with blandishments
gried 1O attract him. He gave her no encouragement, Tnen she
wm to undress. To my great relief before she had discarded
W of the many garments ladies wore then she disappeared.
The man saic he had seen no one; I think the show was over but

st all events we left. We made no attempl, althougn it was

next door, 1O go to Le Ciel. We parted from our friend,
t back to our hotel and slept peacefully.

B

‘Madame Hunt was not remarkable to look at.
 face with hair parted in the niddle and smoothed down on

id * it, Her features were clear cut and her eyes were
Her dress was neat

She had an

sh-brown. Her expression was cali
- .»Q 1v of a brown coloul's ¥ wondered what it was e
.:,_;._1?;' ot personslity thst nade it seem not at all surprising
Tt Seemed 10 emanate mm

 ghe should be an anarchiste.

Br ways than wirouh 2P

@s interesting and B pictur
nce of awy tho

rance aid mannels Her conver-

es strange. In those HY¥s
ught about line,

I saw there was no evide Liad BY
f she nhad beel ;_;ulued by some

”lour. 11 seemed &89 i
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LO Care avout CO‘]’]pOC" i

| | oL ! itione-

;Jndere whether any I'tig: K v
I B CLAST, could Trejon -

a | | Ject all laws and no
.nevitably develop & style with g 1
B Y A aw i i 1

: d ~aw 1n it, There was a germ

style 1n hers in spite of

of 1ts determined lawlessness. I

gob afraid that after our friends had gathered at the hotel I
gight not have the opportunity of seeing Madame Hunt again but
jater on I was 10 meetl her once More, B
our friends, when they arrived, split into different groups
and went their way separately, yet we all met for tea generally
in Mirs. Thornely's room. Margit after her arrival,secmed to
pe in my charge rather than in Signe's and Graham came unex-
pectedly to Paris and wished me 1o go with him to Tours to make
expeditions from there and see as many as we clould of the -
ix of the Loire. I thought that Margit would be all right

| the others so, with complete confidence, I left her with
em, I did nbt realise that some resentment might be felt

that she - a girl of seventeen - should be in the party without

ome f.Jpoeially in charge of her.
| one of the loveliest holidays in my life at Tours
daye ppportunities Ior, sketching,

A chateau a
ught out and given

aght with difficulty but actually tho
: brother. Berfect weathel No expenses for me. Out

to-bed and early-to-rise sort of

all day., An early-
that was a rest 1O
r me v

It would be aifficult for
& Chateau. After painting gcenes will

me after my hard term's works

o tell of
my brusi I cannot

the beauties of
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erib® them easily with g
Zive the plan of

des av Ren 'Jdt,. [_ can

ourl’
o do on tne fOllU\’ lnl ul.‘..v' a{l

Hl'&

: Bvery 213
poliday. RVery evening PPOther made out wh
I = OUl whnat we were

how

1\v AP OTTY P
e were to do it and, en -

‘l Od W | 0
e following day, we did jt, When we arrived at Blois, Loches,

tpon, Langeais or Chenancess -
ChinoHs X elm. we went into the castle

and then wandered round it , viewing it from the distance., The

goment I 20t what T call a "mental ghockr which is when I see -

a scene that takes a pattern of 1ine and mass meking it suitable
for & limiting Dorder then I would call out "I want to sit heié":
yery often it would be in an akward and uncomfortzble place but
- bless him- my brother never worried by trying to make me 39;13.-
fortable, that would De westing time. Graham would pick out
the best place near me he could find for himself. OQut came
_m;ers from his pocket and he read and vrote. After a time he
d get up and stroll off and return in about an hour. "I

k I have found another view for you wvhen you have done
He had become ggtte clever in knowing the spots I might
TIf T wanted more time he would go to his papers again,

T ' |
‘lii*'twhile we would both go to find a luncheon place or

g0 to the luncheon place he had already fourds

' I would paint for a short time in the afternoon oIr pexr=
. e explored. T only made pencil
of the remnan Of the castle of Plessis les Tours but
’ om its windows is as

fields that stretched far

& clear as if I
86 memory of the view IT

8 peinted it, A1l round ity 17



: were millions of bell ;1. as i
) RS, Mot ha ™ .
"ay € Mother Earth with its-

£ you.n% VeEEhables was hidden under acres of gleaming,
sparkli“g plass.
- evéll‘f evening we walked the streets of Tours and
ad“‘ired, BReS C8Rd more. ite quaint.old nigh houses with walls as
gell &s roofs covered with slates or tiles,

Qur Botel was Le Failsan, an hotel not much catering

sor foreigners. I could find no bathroom nor hear of one out
7 had & friendly talk with my msid and asked her for a bath and
a@;_g;-aciously said that she would provide one for me. At thé
Qmﬁﬁnted‘tﬁme she fetched me and conducted me with an air of
ceremony down passages and ushered me into a rather large and
mmom. Away from the wall - indeed almost in the
o of the room - stood a really big bath - bigger than I
In it, and draped over the sides of ity
The folds

23 dared to expect.
huge white sheet or perhaps seve.al sheets,
and decoratively disposed round it.

e n were evenly
d bath an interesting

shee’ ;mge the water in the fille
nairs were in the OO,

by snowy towela. They might have been marble
: ?“‘ effect of the room was severely classic. I Telt
A | T did not venture to

inadequate to D€ the centre of ite

0se that I could suit 1 oy
'  daintier gurroundingse

e formeq 1like the 8mPLe 1

peing & yenus for she would

I did feel however that I ought
laxman to be

adies of Canova or b
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far from being

nony V-"it’ll Such a A
in han m > s 'bl"*"QU'I.I all hat -

- vl was
the caseé. 1 Very much CIJOVed firo Rt s
: "0 VW Dath howevep, |
One evening we went +.. K3

77 bhe cinema, Tt 3
B3 L i ' ves the first time

that I had Seein a l\)rl;r_' j,‘l_l_lll.. 1 e wWas the StOIj of Anth
P ony and -

aéra. Cleopatra was anm ..
cleop € 21 enormoys Ly fat woman
e

- o
)

3 ) In one pic=-
gure She causes a girl slave Lo be thrown i

0to her pool of
erocodiles. When I think of it,

1t still &lves me the Creeps

far more ihal any memory of ny Enfer", There I was 100 intent
1=4 w

on observation to hav e time 10 detect any reek of the pit but

a2 scene of triumphant Cruelty, even in a film, smelt of it.

I found a jaded, dissipated ik looking crew in the
hotel when we returned to Paris. ILate nights had done their
work, Graham and I took them off next day willy nilly to spend
W“ Fontainebleau. It was very hot. They all lay about

3 3 -

i€ Torest unable to move except lirs., Thornely who had wisely

} 0 bed while the yougsters were seeing the night sights
Paris, The memory left me of Fontainebleau Forest is that
very glade among its rocks and oaks lie groups of peoples
either panting with combined heat and weariness or
g profoundly, We went next day to Chartres and then the

Py rated. | :
- to remain behind for a few days with Margits
was 1o

to being with her but I found her cross
0 ;W

d looked forward w
‘ py Left T had found QU S

lky, Before Signe and la



n gor Margit's sulkinegs. - 2
6880 “T®e AU appeared that +1
FJeared that they and the. -

ad promised her that wi.. -
ers had P HAat when T a
ot I cime back T should take her

foulin Rouge. Whe 344
£0 the 1 1€ I did come back something about me

5 made her doubtfy N
mﬂst Qe oubdtful, While I had been away the whole

sarty had left her late one nigng well tucked up in bed, and - -

nad gone 1O enjoy themselves at the Moulin., They had not told
per what they were going to do. She found i+ out and was g0

gngry that just 10 pacify her, and also perhaps with the impish
gesire of punishing me for having left them, they had promis.ed
thet I should take her there, I to0ld them and Margit that I

ned never been 10 the Moulin Rouge and did not intend to go and--
%at they had no right to make promises for other people. Having

mede my positien clear I saw them off gaily and returned to the
tel to find myself left with a spoilt, bad tempered child.
 cried a good deal and would not eat, sleep or talk sensibly.

o * sights would spoil her 1ife. I had come back from

oy IO my mind full of beautiful scenery and interesting

kon : r a bad time in
bory and T wasfoff" music halls. I gave he :

' t"-’-'for her bad temper and told her that I did'nt intend to

Fate however said otherwide.

I did'nt want to ZO.

We happened to meet Madame Hunte

T told her why my com=

ghe sald at once SR e

G AR il1ent.
=9l seemed so woeful and sile



272

zake YoU both to the Moulig
A lUUl{ Ch t(_}I Joll" The

N “OUuge an
clearing of tne heavy g o 4

sudden; eXtal"c’.".Ol‘._iill?}.l'-;; and very up
tJ WIS et Line :
©RE to my resolutions,

In the end I gave way, T Somehoy f ¢
" Lelt quite confident in the . -

.. N OI‘ m-‘r . arcni S ('3 3
gance Y anarchist lriend, 80,

v
v LicUl

S€llled over Margit was

that very nisnt i
Bt for us. ght quite late,

5 ""%m* iR 8" flacre and arvived at the office under the
pig red salls made redder still by flaring lights. We were
asked questions which were explained to me, If we were respec-
teple we paid five francs, if not only one, T paid fifteen
francs and we went in. We sat dovm for our coffec at a table
close to tl.le famous dancing floor. Many people were round us
and many also filled the galleries. I wondered how they knew

- who had paid five francs. I enjoyed seeing the dancers on the
shining boards, One dancer, a girl, I shall never forget. I

could have watched hhe wild thing all night long. She and all
ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂt dancers wore just their ordinary clothes. Our cofree

iﬁ%ed 10 us by a fat old waiter with enormous splay Tfeet.
ed to take a fatherly interest in our party especially

‘ .kfair haired Margit who certainly lotked’a ¢hily In VoS

npar fo When some profesa:ional dancers came in from the Musie

sidered not gquite decent

811 ang gave a dance +nat might be con
y in front of her.
@ put he did not move.

She called out

d8ppened to stand exactl

T cant see |

®ral times -"I cant see b .
. vom the Music !



2 snd processed round the 4. | alSe

; EReY Were dresa. s
JmEerss. AEY Were dresgeq

L1 €
kO

remarks to us coffee

2Ty o T
J Slrange Costumes, Some

-‘..:'.'-Al‘;.l_'._l'i o AA '
©5 dozens ang Gozens of rings

e threw down from Lhe

peor
of colo‘dl’ed Paper ribs A8y the A F
Mads '\L:"l,l ‘\: ale . . 4

\ I ) 'Cing grew quicker to the sound

of quicker and louder music, 1,

cipressions on some of the

“

s early 1o leave Madame 1
perhap wealle Hunt agreed and japos

nargit got up me-

chanically and said no word against it

Although it was

When we were ouilside we said good-bye to Madame Humt, T
heve never seen her again. She went in a cab and we got into

ourss Then, wnen the horse had started and we were well on our
vy to my intense surprise, Margit flung her arms round me and
burst into floods of tears. I naturally thought at first that
I‘iﬁ come away too soon, but no. That was not the reason. She
sobbed out at last some confused words I could hardly make out
q&e repeated again and again - "Oh it wes so ugly ! It was

ugly 4" Soon she was able to tell me that she had read -
and had woven a fantastic dream of beauty

e aux Camelias"

. endour sbout the Moulin Rouge. The disillusionement was

sordid - and sordid it will remain

‘She found the place | .
all the bother and the irritation

imagination. For M€ e the BT
mind beforehand were more than paid for Dy A
..‘. :‘3‘, e ore 'y

e o4 oip a working
8irl dancing - a girl i?

Mt on her and no paint

girl's dress, with no
1t have beel aFachant.e

gid not notice €1
L

Out v‘rll\) rﬂlc

(¥ woods, Margit, I LOIO






