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Harston louse and Garden
e = - --._-

our garden is not a memory - it exists - and yet I eam
going to end this book of memories by telling ite etory. It
jc the same garden and yet it is not the same as the one we
walked through on that late Autumn morning when we first knew
+hat it was likely to become ours. It is larger now than it
was then, far more beautiful in its developed design and far
more gay in colour, It is much beloved and valued in this year
of grace 1941. Our social life has shrunk and so has our food,
our garden feeds and exercises our bodies, our minds are exer-
cised by the skill it requires to work it and as to our souls,
they are fed by its beauty. Therefore I will describe it and
slso tell about ite despotic ruler , Ernest Norihrop.

From the very first it showed signs of becoming an Alice=

benind=the-looking-glass garden and it has become one. It is

all in squares - or perhaps I should say in squares and oblongs,
another, from the field and the

by palings, hedges and streams, I
s like a chess poard

Inese sre separated from one

rosd, by high and low walls,

used to fancy that seen from above il wa

and that if I went through it working in each square I might
count myself at the end &8 Queen, But 0o 1 A certain little

s undoubted King.

Pan caught me up and ie nNow it
few days after we had

Ernest, at eight years old, (only &



Settled ‘n our hOuse ) [)et;a“ to WoPk 3310
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Family, My mother
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gnd for meeting me, I'm nearoy

or any m
J member of the family, in winter at

tion with a lanter Th
the sta i ern, € train from Cambridge atrived
: Z€ & v

* »
gt 6.20. ~he station road was , and is, an aven It had only
ue., 0

one house (and that was well behind trees ) that could give a
glimmer of light to the shadowed road and the psth has a dange=

rous five-foot-deep ditch rumning by it. At the age of nine

years old Ernest became boot boy end at the age of eleven he
1eft school and was our garde, bool and pump boy. When he was
sixteen Grzham sent him to be trained at a horticultural school.
After some years he returned 10 us as gardener, He is now over
fifty years old.

During the l-st war he was called up, Graham got him
into the Marines and he was sentoff the Ascension Island = the

land of turtles - and there he was made cook. He tock his task

seriously but his knowledge of cooking has not made imp him
chen. Luckily for

popular with some of the queens of the kit
genius for growing vegetables. He has

ue in these days he has &
which flourish under his

also a talent for growing gersniume
care from eight inchee to five feel eight inches high. He can=
nt to deprive him of the

ny war has the rig
e to keep those g€

or teaching and young helpers not
er their deficien-

not pelieve that & _
reniums alive duting

coke for his greenhous

winter, He has N0 talent £
1y resentful oV

only worry him but
cies, Hg has hie eld

orother as his nelper who Dears his dic-
er 0
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tat }ie m‘{ec\ - 3

¢ 3 B . . eel verv vourc %
orks with me in the garden ang ¥ young. She

when Ernest : §

gingeT rebukingly to a weedy nit j points with his
il her bed and sa; :

n ghe feels 1i says "Look at

that 1S like g fourteen-

.. no use for her to i Jear-old gardening girl, It
i S8y "I have been busy typing for Miss M
& 188 apyn

(she has had 10 putl many new frocks on this child of mine which
s e whic

is her nursling). No excuse is allowed for xeimi neglecting &

garden. Ernest is however very popular with the whole family
. nephews and nieces ana little great nephews znd nieces. We

s11 depend on him and trust him,

The gardenx was not so large in early days as it is now
syt it had much the same style. More squares and oblongs have
peen added to it. When a piece of pasture was taken up to ex=
tend and make & finish to the woodland walk there grew in the
cleared soil a fine CIop of henbane., -arston in the ola days
was a village wnere medicine plants were grown but it was not

in the memory of the oldest inhabitant when grass did not cover

pur field. The seeds 01 the henoane must have lain dormant

there for many long years. IREXrEXATE

ral small pkeces of
e latmn, & round pool in the dell and

ing up their families. They
walking them through

There are seve yater in our gardel.

There is the fountain on th
a pond where moorhe
sometimes help towards U
the vegetable plov® end telll

is our best gtuff 100
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lCch

ral
3 LOITMs 1 0
peyond the orchard a water gy & oIms in a cormer
- A n .‘qit,[.

a tim '
Liny rouna island in

it' {l‘hat iS Helen‘s care an

E}]“ _]_(Jokc
‘ 8 after a 1itt]
. garden near it also, litile square

We each h ve our

sgpecin \ >
Al 8quare of the chess board - mine

is the dell with its woouland, Rya'
G Dits are the flower beds

- ’

pe found in any square of the flower garden. He is too unim-
ien, o

port,ant to be noticed by the King who has the vegetable and orch-
grd squares and also the front and sides of the house which he
makes glorious with geraniums. Sir Graham Greene K.C.B. the
knight, goes zigzagging through all the squares,

I once, among other guests, stayed at a country house in
surrey. One day our host, - Lord Farrar - took us all to his
big lawn, He gave us each a stick of a certain shape that he
nad cut from his hazel trees. He knew where an underground

stream ran under his lawn. After we had Deen given & lesson
r sent us across the wide space.

in holding the stick Lord Farra
when the stick in my hand

I shall never forget my astonishment

oym" when I crossed the hidden stream, I
1 was actually & dowser Lord
rested in the subject of dowsing

a rule to test his guests

began to move "on ils

started and uttered & cry.
nat he was inté

He made it
p‘ople who had the

prOportion of
in his testing ne thought it was

Farrar told us t
being himself a dowseTre

gift, &s far as he had g0R€
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I find that mb' Y O?; . R
¥ er is a 'lsefJL l__,J.lT,.

t to find the metal corneps
)

| In the Spring I
use i of i
L our vennis court for my

spick is even more sensitive t. nce, Hele
LO metal tnan to water. O i a
. )

, elen i > ¢
and I ( H $ also a dowser) were asked to try and find the

1on8 forgotten position of a hidden well that tradition said had

peen in use in a certain field. We succeeded, 1 have found
+o0ls losi in the grass. I have found the exact place in a
sield where a ferret and a rabbit were lockedtugether ceep under
the soils The disiressed owner was digging wildly and uncer-

tainly. I found the spot by means of the metal collar of the

ferreto
We have four wrought iron gates tnat have been designed

py me and one designed by our archtect and all made at the village

smithy. Some of these gates connect the squares anc some sSepa=-
rate them from the field, I made a drawing for a sixth but the

war began and put a stop to such a luxury. It saved me from

nard work for I find that desgning in iron is a stenuous joD.
gates we are 1eft with another eight, large

ed renewing and making ornamen=
in wooden entrance

Even with these five

and small, Some of the eignt ne
r wood anc the old closed-
o open ones 89 that pass

tal either in iron ©
ers by could

gates ought to be changed int
ng banks of geraniums.

see Ernest's glowi
on the other gide ©

The village Smitny 18
the little gate at th

£ the road from
The blacksmiths
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The Smitny is an old
Lack shed. In front of it is a Yard tnrough wnich runs

hers, Harry and Victor Law

aré bro® rance,

D

a casual
o5t of pathway leading through iron rods, old
5

wheels ami pieces
oxﬂwtal' Beyond these smaller obetructions lie huge pieces of

nﬁcnineny needing repair. When the yard is croesed it is pless-
gnt 0 lean over the half door anc watch the sparks fly from
the red hot iton bealen on the anvil end, during a pause, have
o talk with Harry - a fellow artist., Nowauays there seems no
jeisure for art telk except the very neceseary ert of cooking.
ggrry is not above receiving a present of some eating or cooking
gix apples and having a talk over the best sorts for he is a
copnoigseur in apples.

There are many apple and plum trees in the orchard of
garston HEouse garden but no apples or plums appeat to come 1o
+zble. Tnis is our ordinary conversation at meals :=

nyill you have some tart, Graham ?"
Graham nyhat is it mede of 2"

iary npower of Glamis'".

Eva o Mary, I forgot what you asked me to bring

in, It's Lowzd Derby".

or at tea time 3~
Eva wghall I get out .
ndgye' nt you got any gweeter jam

pismond or Winesour jam, Mary?"

Mary ? Monarch
HEelen

finished
All the mMonarchs and Czars were 3 &
11 No

of f weeks ago"e



old walnut and an immence, byt

uge lears

AR

i ak\\'Brd places in the garden ;
e VIen we f"“.,,.r

: . 4 _ . came %o “ars
;{ouse' My mother had them cut dowr . won
A0OW l.

A craftsman in

2] n cabinet
" turned the woo & A

maklng d of the walnut into an armchai

armchair and the
the pear iree i
,,ood Of P tree into a wardrobe, I kKnow of ing dual
- know of no individua
gorker in wood now-a-daye.,

Three tall trees in out garden have peen struck by lightin=
ing. A Wellingtonis, an Ash and e Birch. The first tow have
pecovered. The birch is a great lose,

we have several trees and plants witn intersting names.
ye bave & Maidenhair tree, a Judas tree, a Caesalpinia which 18
+ne reddye wood tree tnat gives its name 10 Brezil, a Liquid
smber and & hornbeam. Among the fruitl trees &are muloerries and
sigs. A quince and a medlar make an arcoway OVer a path.

We have old roses some of which are selcom sSeell. Gloire
de Rosamenes, darkr red and sweelj &an old fringed rose like a

not described in any catalogue; Bardou Job
Hebe's Lipy

pale pink carnation

vitn straggly brenches and floppy crimson petals;
edged with a rare tint of

York roses and Lancester

a pusn with little whittish blossome

pink and two bushes of the real ol 0OSS.
roges go rampant in the gshrubbery, an out-classed wSouvenir

d'un Ami" climbs Up to my window and an
A gcientist, Dr.

ing the origin of moderh roses went to Paris in order to see in
the vepy full French collection 80me old roses smong them the
' s failure and let him

Musk, He failed to find 1%s

ancient Musk sweetens

who w28 study-
the door to the kitchen. Hurst,
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kno came aryg

+ LOOk 1te Dwic
‘e

1 like Lo have flower: Xtk
- arne

i Bnrubs wit
) Witlh Co .rl“.x";,’ names.

» Qe -
e wj tel oweet, Scar Llet Light ni e
n LT N sNOW ¢
] av ey HOW On Lne Mo'mtain,

5no in Summer, “achelor's Puttons, 1
ALL Herys a4
w ’ eryamot,, Mind-your-own-

Jacob's L ) o
Dusineest s addcr’ volomon' g Seal K ¥ :
*8ly 1he Burning Bush and

[ have just been given a plant of uc '
. 01 Moses in the Bullrushes., It

wyas given me by & country man who said "plars 14 1
4 "Plant it in the shade,

pig & trenc}t‘ round it for water., Dont tell it that it has Deen
sransplented and it will never know it", I have kept tue secret.
T have Love in the Mist, of course, which iz sometimes called
spout here "Welcome-Husband-no-metier-how-drunk®. I nave Colum-
pine which is called here "Grandmother's Zonnet®. I have unfor-
tuately lost'"Lady Coventry's Meedlework" which is difficult to
get an: I must buy, beg or steal "Queen Anne's Pincushiocm". ¥or

the sake of the chimes that sound in the name I mention Canter-

pury Bells.

puring the last few years 1 have taken to growing lilies

from seed. The bulbs when they develop are stronger than the

1 do not mean that I grow Madonna
Major will condescend o

grains of gold.

bulbs I can buye. e

seed, When my Scarlel Chalcedonicum
t mobe than if it were
| om the flaming yellow and red
ve me bublels. The

out the beauti-

give me seed I treasure 1
yor some fr
1y will only gi
1y fail 1o seed
pout 23 different sorts

In & wet season I hOpe
Panther 1ily, The Tiger 1i
Regal end the purple Martagon TErS

e a
ful white Maragon i yery shye 1 AN



338,

J1iese some do well in one season and some in another,
ol +

5 +akes four od five years before a seedling gives a flower
AS

it ¥
all W =
garden gloutasn

yires faith to grow them in this way. I snall not see
e

edlings in bloom but other people will., May my dear
in the future under those other folk's care S



