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3rd. Feb. 19€6. Harare.
Zimbabwe . ]

Dear Mr. Parker,
Thank you so much for your very prompt respo

found it most interesting. 4
have taken the liberty of sending you a booklet on the life of the ©
{Ma?oi' as we know him by, William Hurrell, as I think you might be inter-

ested in reading it. Excuse me I am being presumptuocus and, unfor-
tunately, I have to ask you to return it when you have f%nished with it.
I have so few copies and no chance of having it reprinted.

I have written again to Maria Hurrell of Park House in Harston to ask
whether they have a family tree at all that I could have sight of, but am
not too optimistic as they were not very forthcoming when we visited in
1980. We stayed the weekend at Park House but did not meet any other
Hurrells (brother to Gecffrey, I think,) because of harvesting.

I just wish'I'could get my hands on that ? ton which are probably just
spoiling!

Mr. Parker, I have tried to sketch the family crest on the bacg of this
letter, but my lion is rather a sorry sight. I am most intrigued as

to the tie-up of name and crest as there are three crossbows...for sure.
The same crest is on the wall of Park House in Harston...what, if any
connection do you think there could be if Hurrell could not have been
derived from Quarrel? Wwho could I contact to find out more?

Your sugzestion of a family guarrel or seandal is pr ably correct as I

ceem to have heard that there was something about a HorSe stable court case

or sometiing of that kind. Tt seems strange also that the Major had very
little connection with his family and from a letter he wrote during the Zulu
War, his mother and a sister Mary were living in Wandsworth. It 1s
suprising how little we know of them all. The Willisam of whom you write

is obviously an earlier William...... and so not really anything to go by /
as far as a quarrel etc. is concerned. o

Could I ask you whether there are many Hurrells living in the Harston/Foxton
and Arkesden areas? Do any of them have property like Geoffrey Hurrells
and an old house like Park House? Tou must excuse my euriousity but we,
being from a new country, simply do not have the old historical homes that
are sg common in England. I never had the nerve to ask the Geofffey' -
§urr311§ ﬁqgther they owned }an? alsc nor how much, apart frem the Iéqd,téund
the Park House. T mathered that they were considered "zentry™ woulﬁifb“is

: 2 7 -

nee to my letter. We all
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cail them? "t the same time they could have done with more help than s

we noticed....Maria herself got up toc wash the kitch R -
vasn u en floer *

weekend ! Qo R

Well, I thank you very much for your helb and intefeéﬂ | i?f% 11 oy
to Somerset House and the County Record Office so hope: o §<a. be writing
piece together the puzzlingiloose ends. 32 boPefullY'w;ll'be able,gg,

~

B . ) \ 4
I met a lady, a Mrs, Peter Griffiths whos : e Y e
came from Pzzex SESia i lﬁ *tJ? wione mqiden name was Hurrell and who
from Essex. She lives here in Harare and iz keen to read your bBook.s
o ; . R TiA YL et v

I must f£ind out more abomt her side of the family.

&

o CEEES - _ S

With very meny ‘thanks, . A0 2, . qr !
Angals Hurredld (Lu.o) * 3 L |
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Topecliffe's Mill
Meldreth

Royston

Herts.

Telephone Royston 60837

31 March 1981

Dear Mr. Parker,

Some years ago I read with great enjoyment your book
The Common Stream. My admiration for the book and for

its author leads me now to seek.your advice about an

archaeological puzzle in Meldreth.

I live at Topcliffe's Mill, situated at the end of a drive
opposite the church. Next toc the house there is a moated
site, said to be the site of Topecliffe's manor, which was
burnt down in the middle ages. The site consists of a
flat-topped square mound, about 30 yards by 30 yards,
surrounded by the remains of a moat, and raised some 6

feet above the neighbouring fields. On digging into the
mound I have discovered, aboﬁt 2 foot down into the earth,
what appears to be an extensive cobbled floor. I have found

this floor, at the same depth, at two opposite corners of
the site, extending at least 10 feet in from the edge of
the rampart; in the middle of the site, however, there

is no sign of the cobbles, only whalt appears to be a hard
floor of mud. So far I have come across no significant
artefacts, though there are one or two bits of tile among
the cobbles (also some oyster shells, a few nails and
bits of broken pot in the overlying earth).

The cobbled floor is surprisingly deep under the eafﬁﬁm_
for a mediaeval structure. And I can't think what fune
it would have had in a mediEval nanor. .

Sefore I dig further, I would greatly value your advieel
If you have time to visit the site, I could come and ]
you in a car, AR

Yours sincerely
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32 MELROSE CRESCENT,
HALE, ALTRINCHAM, Bz,
CHESHIRE, WA15 8NL.

6th. Octoberl9s6.

D.G. & S.M.J. BAKER
061 - 980 6423

Mr Rowland Parker,
4y The Green,
Foxton,
Cambridgeshire.

Dear Mr Parker,

Having traced my family back over twelve
generations from my grandfather Thomas Baker of Babraham
to Thomas Baker of Balsham (d.1556), I felt I wanted to
know what village life was like in those days. As my son
is a student at Downing College, I often come down to
visit him and on the last occasion went to haveéélook at
Balsham. Metioning my interest to a friend, they said
'Have you read Rowland Parker's book, The Common Stream'?
I bought a copy and found it fascinating reading, giving
me a real picture of what life was like in bygone days.

The name Bakenﬁppears in Cambridgeshire from about
1298 and I often wonder whether it was a surname taken
by someone who happened to follow that occupation and
therefor could crop up in various parts of the county
without being any relationship between one and another.
You mentjh baking taking place in individual homes, but
perhaps at one time a single person would do the baking
for the whole community.

I was also interested to note that surnames of
Foxton people do not coincide with surnames at the
villages that my family came from. i.e. Bales, Rookes,
Chapman, Simpson, Wilson, Brand, Pearson & Dyson.

For your intefest I enclose a copy of the will
of Thomas Baker(1556) togther with some of the comments
of the researcher.

Thank you once again for a most interesting book.

Yours sincerely,

L. </

Denis G. Baker,




f-

C12 £237 4 Sept 1556 Will of Thomas Baker of Balsham husbandman.

7o wife Anne Baker and to Thoma8 Baker my son jointly my houses

and lands in town and fields of Balsham, of which I have already
made a surrender into the hands Of John la Wrenzn, the lord's tenant
there, to the use of my wife for life, then to my son Thomas Baker
and his heirs. To dau. Jane onée [rod of saffron ground of my own lang

lying at Pearetre next to Williadm Spycer. To son John Baker £5 at
18 years. To dau. Isabell one rdd of saffron ground of Cranefeilds
land lying next to John Dys. To‘dau. Leztype one rod of saf?ron
ground of Craafeilds land lying next to John ﬁu1wardc. In llBe'
manner, %o son Richard Baker £4 @t 18 years. The payment of £13 <o
said three brethren shall be discharged out of the lands and goods

of my said son Thomas Baker. Resilduary legatee of household goods:
wife Anne. Joint executors: wife Anre and son Thomas.

Supervisors: John Lawrence and Roberte Dys. ;

Witnesses: n n f ., John Yeoman

rrobate:28 Sept 1586 | E

It is clear that a section was omitted from this will when it was
copied in the Bishop's office. £13 and 3 brothers are mentioned,
whereas we have 2 brothers receiving £9. The missing legacy was, I
would assume, before the legacy to Richard, which begins'in like
manner. '

This will makes it clear that Thomas and John were brothers, which '

makes it more difficult _to the extent that tThe family names used bhv %
poth would be similar. I thought that the manorial court reoils co&}q
be useful, as Thomas the husbandman held lands of the manor as we as

free land. However, a check rewealed that the lords of the manor of
Balsham were the Governors of the Charterhouse, who presumacly s&ill}
have the tulk of their muniments in London. There are a few admissions
to land in the manor at the County Record Office 1611-63. I have looked
at these, and there are no Bakers admitted, B
The difficulty with the court rolls in any event is that one sSon=
youngest or eldest according to the custom of the manor would Teec
the estate, so if for instance %he Edmund of 1570 were not the e
son of Thomas the land would not pass to him. I thought that i
could trace the family in the court rolls for a couple of =ene
it would make it clear to which btranch your family belonzed.
I am afraid that London is outside my province, tut if you Ws
the Charterhouse direct, they may be helpful. It really de
they have an arcnivist looking after their records. The on
possibility that occurs to me is that the Balsham record
1558 and the earliest Baker is 1567/8., It is possible th
married in another parish, and POssitltihad a child there
probably be worth while checking the Boyd marriage in
Also, do you wish to widen the Search for the mar-ia
his other possible children? The Commonwealth peri
parish registers, some of which @re very badly kept
although Balsham is quite good. There is a larg
transcripts of registers for the south of the
fairly rapid search to make a blanket search of |




Po Box |33,
LAGOS
MIGERIR

or SEFTEMRER /7.

\_Deax Q\Q\W\Le‘, |
‘(“Q-L\S \SQ:) \(\0.»3 W\Cz\'\ \\Q”\A"‘Qid

\jM& Q/(D%(ZL/W\W\Q ‘\x\ks ‘QQQ/V\WQ’, QQ/T\‘A‘-\*‘?(\

albask Taockon:
o \Q/m«xos\xk Vack Yrea gured Weamares

90(\ W, A e GO QeiusS -?m*k X
S 4G sj:aﬁzd ok Bao, amd WK
ok chel ok Yhe kao/&d%{'(écm\im S Ty
wocdted Mo Wawett o Usdl i 19 AR
G ?&M awmad | Daloil g& LW%MG—Q, |
e had o Pl | o Soﬁh& oo, s
Q/(W\QA\“‘C;\ AR Gl a0 e
o etk | ) Vach wode & Nampe Aoy $
Vol W eombines Cama oY Scome
e\ avely :




)
| W

A Villager Meets
A Village Biographer
[ravel with me back through time to visit a
man who wrote a love story about an English vil-
fage. We will have tea with the author and his
wife while thatchers work on the roof of their 16th
Century cottage in Foxton, fourteen miles from
Cambridge. England

[t began in August, 1976, Because of a family
feeling for Great Britain, 1 bought a book, *“The
Common Stream.. Portrait of an English Village
Through 2000 Years.” The author. Rowland Par-
ker, is a retired teacher who lives with his wife
and daughter in a thatch roof cottage in the tiny
village he wrote about. The publisher’s advance
notice told that the author, through archacolog:
cal excavation, early histories, oral tradition,
manor court rolls, wills and bishops' registers,
had constructed “‘what may well be the most
complete picture of any village and its inhabi-
tants in the world. **

Let Mr. Parker tell you:

"It tells firstly of a brook or stream, ‘common’
in the sense that it is but one of a thousand such
streams which spring from the folds of the hills
everywhere, but especially in the chalklands of
Anglia...It became common in that it belongs to
1o one i particular, but to everyone in general,
everyone. that is, in one particular community. It
was, in fact, the only thing, other than the air,

sunshine and rain. which was reaily and truly
common."’

HERITAGE VILLAGER

Thatch roofs lend characier
and charm to English vil-
lage described in visit to
“The

Britisk  auwthor of

Common Stream ™

Invitation Recelved

I enjoyed the portrait of an English village so
much | wrote to thank the suthor. 1 told him we
were planning a visit to Great Britain in the fall
and strongly hinted that we would like to meet
him. Soon we recetved a gracious invitation Lo
come to the Cottage on the Green. " You will find
the setting here a marked contrast to that of Lon.
don or. 1 dare say, with your home town." (I
learned that Mr. Parker had never been in New
England.)

We took the train to Cambridge, just over an
hour from London. After a superb lunch at the
Garden House in its lovely setting along the River
Cam, we found 2 taxi driver happy to take us to
Foxton, wait an hour or so, and return us to the
inn for a reasonable charge,

Highway 10-A is like our Route 84, vibrating
with an unending stream of cars. motorbikes and
lorries. As we rushed along, almost hidden from
sight by the huge vans roaring past us, we caught
glimpses of the lovely English countryside now
being eroded by the ugliness of industry on the
rampage. To reap the produce of the land, man
scourges the source,

Our little taxi scooted off the highway at Fox-
ton, a rabbit eluding the chase. Despite the pro-
ximity of 10-A, Foxton has an aura of timeless.
ness and serenity. There'll always be an England
never seemed more certain. We stopped in front
of one of the few remaining thatch roof cottages
while our driver made inquiries. ““You are here,""
he said. “"This is Mr. Parker's home. The thatch-
ers are working on the roof today. "’

Later. Mr. Parker told us the thatchers were

Quality Ingredients
Prepared With Care

HAVE YOU TRIED THESE TRANQUILLITY FARM DELICACIES?
Chicken and Turkey Pies with a flaky pastry pie top
Scalloped Chicken with a toasted bread crumb topping
Generous portions of
tender chicken or turkey meat — unforgettably delicious
Ready to heat and serve

Come visit our Farm Kitchen and Salesroom
TRANQUILLITY FARM
Rte. 64 at Tranquillity Rd., Middlebury, Tel. 768-2965

ust 4 mile East of Lake Quassapaug Park)

January 10, 1977

members of one family. that they are among the
few who Xnow the work. The grandfather took his
cyes from the roof long enough to greet us with a
smile and dignified bow. The men on the roof
worked methadically and silently. Almost all of
the straw had been remaved in preparation for
the new roof, substantial enough for at least
another twenty years.,
Visiting The Author

Rowland Parker's writing style is readable,
friendly and alive with humor. It was not surpris-
ing to be greeted in an informal, warm manner.
Mr. Parker is lean and strong, like his prose. His
Nordic eyes pierce time and space. He is, | am
sure, a resilient man. Mrs. Parker rose from her
chair by the fire to welcome us graciously, 1
thought of Catherine of Aragon, resolute, quiet,
dignified.

Of course, we talked about "“The Common
Stream,”” Mr. Parker's first book. He told us he
was naive about the publishing business, had not
known what to cxpect. He was delighted that his
book was alse published by an American firm,
Holt, Rinehart and Winston. He had not received
a report from the States other than that a fair
number of readers seem to like it."" (At the time,
I did not know '"The Common Stream' is in the
Herntage Village Library.)

The baok is doing extremely well in Great Brit-
ain, having sold more than 30,000 copies. The
Sunday Magazine of The London Times ran a fea-
ture story about Foxton and the book. This gave
sales a real boost.

At this point, Mrs. Parker said:  ""Although
Rowland has never been interested in money, |
have noticed a new interest in the arrival of the
mail bringing royalty checks from his publisher.”
There was an affectionate twinkle in her eyes as
she looked at her husband for confirmation,
which was quickly forthcoming. The book is now
in paperback as well as hardcover and Rowland
Parker is working on what promises to be a fas-
cinating combination of historical fact and fiction.

Present Day Problems

Although Mr. Parker lives in a house built in
1520, collects artifacts and makes history come
alive for his readers, he is very much aware of the
present, He said: '“We Britishers think we know
about moncey, but we don't. 1 think the monetary
crisis is one of the greatest problems of the entire
world. "’

Mr. Parker thinks the rigid English class sys-
tem has handicapped his country in world trade
competition because management has been the
prerogative of birth rather than the reward for
ability, He is disturhed about the apparent Joss of
what might be called community spirit, hopes *'it
will. not take another war to bring us together
again,”’

Above all, Rowland Parker has faith in the hu-
man spirit. His expectations are high. Read the
final words of his book:

“Finally, and here 1 dare to speak of quality, if
we have any doubts about the future or about the
changes we have seen in our lives, we have only
to look at the school playground any midmorning.
or see the children as they walk homeward in lit-
tle groups. These children are healthier, better
fed, better clothed, better educated. prettier and,
did they but know it, happier than any generation
of children that ever before walked the village
street. For us of the older generation, the past is
past. and we do not regret it. For them - the

future,™ .
Eliis Gladwin | 1031-B)
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