ogaar

SIR—Prof. Richard
Tis fire 2 the wrong ta )
6). Ore should pot Blama the public
U schonls for taking sdvantags of & sysiem
| which =0 obviously favours them I!m
real niggers in the woodpile sre the
Oxbridge colleges which perpetuate the
8y stem,
| From time to time they make sooth-
Ing statements abaut bow their alnns-
slons system s heing widened to give
' & better chance, by means of conditional
entrics and the kke, to spplicants {rom
|1he maintained =ector, but such *im-
| provements ' are peripheral
IL remaine edear to applicants for con-
ditional places that shey are regarded
very much as second-class citirens. The
latest ploy 1 have heard in this respect
5 for a college to use the Government
culs as an excuse for not making con-
ditional offers
Nothing will realiy change unti] tha
Oxbridze collegas either agopt the nae.
mal  Universities Central Council for
Admissions’ system of admissions baced
on A level results or, if thst svstem
which every other universite i¢ able to
operate successfully remains unaccepts
| able to them, until the college entrance
examihations are drought forward and
held in the fourth term in the sixth
form for all applicants from maintained
acd independent sactors alike,
H, J. MEADOWS
Headmasster, St Genrpe's S¢ haol,
Harpenden, Herts.

i
reet (report, Jan,

mne con
HILARITY engendered

among juntor members
of Yhis university, homewird
bound in trains, coaches, cars
and planes, as they read your
Oxford spy's  endofterm
report on Cambridge, must
have released snough energy
to enable those vehicles to be
propelled, last Sunday, with-
out further aid. What a
spaof !

Selocted spokesmen had been
encouraged to pipe up about
our " Estiblishment of Reason-
able Minds " and * changing the
world by the poper of
intellect.” What a glorions leg-
pulll As ¥ every freshman did
rot know that the splendour of
our beritage, in arts as ia the
saences, lies not in secondary
academic inteliect but in prim.
&ty creative imaginntion,

T am a trifle alarmed, theugh,
that some parents and school
teachiers of would-be applicants
may be deceived and scared
off by all this dannish wag-
gery, and even more so by
Graham Turner's diccpvery (2t
King's) of an aldfashioned
icnse, among undergraduates,
of feeling “strangely guilty

Urn

who did serm to be motivated
mainly by self-hatred—for
which, in soms extreme cases,
one could hardly blame them.
A lew ageing young dons may
survive from that vanished era,
Our aew entrants, perhaps if
only in  southiul reacton
against the lingering relics of
that sub-establishment in the
persons of ungifted teachers or
eider brothers who have not yet
(ilke ex-Provost Lesch's ex-
Oxonian campus Poli!iciln)
found a cosy nest in '‘manage-
ment  consuitancy,” are most
certainly  neither feeling nor
preteading to feel guilly. Bore-
dom, always difficult here, is
no longer worked at because
it is no longer fashionable,

Secondly, the comprehen-
sves, More and more colleges
are following the lead of my
owWn in encouraging  * condi-
tional entry " by young cand:.
dites who are interviewed and
offered places before they take
their Adevels. If succesyul in
meeting  their  “ conditions,”
they come up in the same year
instead of broadening  their
minds by eawlag on theie
hands and Knees 1o Afghani.
stan and back, or Iearning to

be embraced,” the fanlt lies
mainly with their teachery.

During a decada as Senior
Tutor, I visited many compre-
kensives and was shocked by
the obstructive and pathetic-
ally uninformed altitudes of
teachers, “We don't allow our
pupils to apply 1o Oxbridge.
They stand no chance.” Often
it wirs impossible even to mest
pupils. When they were met,
and encouraged o apply, the
best of them stood up bril-
liantly to the competition. Too
often  their advisers were
sedulous in mourishing absurd
legends about Cambridge, based
on _ Victorian comic novels.
(*“Only for ocarsmen and sons
of dukes.) Or am 1 finding
oo easy an evcuse for some
of these teachers? Tha ugliest
blight in our whale educat:onal
system is no longer the " guils
felt by imdergraduates but the
envy felt by some educators for
their own brightest pupils, —
S. GORLEY PUTT, Christ's
Coliege, Cambridge,

“."OULD the next person who
interviews  yet  another
apologist lor the Cambridge

[ DIovision of this

he resonrens for the .

extra term's (uins A4 12
Thas the Bond A eve) results oft.?l:’!; :

Oxtord

e solection

o —— and “very uneasy gbout what > Apost
- - ‘l\l;e)":re," or (again at King's) m;h&um (\’a?, thomr:lst;ﬁzrf mm ‘:u‘r ?'!(j)n‘:!il. lvlv:sf;;?"nrc:en:
--.-odinc:u :{lug:.rkciv o(‘:m.I lho. entrance echolarships o these 537y to betray one's country in
Hentive » % .,.m’;i" (.hm youngsters.  With Juck, we order to demonstrate antipathy
seives bo be’ ooy i Ay vet e the erosion and to Hitler and Appeesement?
¥i AN T disappeermnce of that mis Quite w faw less venal souls
.'_N‘mt.'z.o mt;t business. named ogre, the " Oxbridge * joined the Terrivorial Army.—
il'xdée:.l‘ ,vn:; :::l"y?:‘::m‘:‘r: psg?’na exem. 1! bright 8\’f"1)wd MARGARET FLEMING,
L 5 <op i ) Mm webma\-ec xtora.
"I " But for a further picture of the true essence 5 T3 R
and characteristics of the city one need look | 1 , ’u}.‘.ij'f 1573, L
' nnb;’iu;ther than the Citizens' Guide for 1980 [ 5 °© l l . iq 2. L
Published by us yesterday. ! ' C SS
X L It reveals a city of a myriad Interests, a city ol ass )ATTIers d
4 {{M where the citizens are quite capable of forming | 1 Oxb 'dq
; themselves  into borganisations, institutions, } 4 rl be
e committees and bodies of ail sorts, with or | : : '
""””’"‘3’ wifrlj,?m the assistance of the university, ; S”}‘_ F'\'m;‘-}:r:(: t??nl,mﬂ)or e
ere i AL il PN
N i r,f a;'lc 61 bu.t_uness a'pd professional | ! : denies that Oxhridge “etreng.
5 of ail sorts, with or without the assis- } . thens class barrlers” | should like
o tance of the university. «  torelate my own recent experience.
TN 0 There are 61 _business and professinnal After being refused admission by
7 1 | bodies alone which “uggests a reasonably | [ < an Oxford college, 1 discusseq the
1q8e healthy state of civic ang corporate life, Add | s ! Pros and cons of such an educatioy
q | to this 99 voluntary organisations, a mass of ’ .w‘nlp aqha‘('lquazntance who had been
A @51 ipghtly| &Xservice groups a‘healthy cluteh of conserva. | a : "“" R ,
et AT s Luon Qrganisations and an encouraging numboy | 8 mind? Tm nat sute yonh Me: “Never
at;c;'zt = Snflgr gf%ld po;:pl;lz‘s clubs and the picture of a Cam- : - happy tnere—;l»'&;‘e°“:ﬁ?"'?’n?"&lﬁiﬁ
ut ~v | 2ridge which i< often glimpsed by ; e type.” : '
ersity which | in dotail begins to come t?) life Jedom geen K0 peacdly flattering but T realised what
claims the ti{Xaibed Cambrid ing ei : Univerity hat to a sort ‘of " gile K000
e : ricge as having either more book. | , t Uriversity hat to a spre of Staterupn
ol Cambridp_e shops or men's outfitters to the square mile E ”:;‘:mﬁf;:h‘ 1 '
2 % My " 1mic i i
fociety and r:“z;(n a:_vwhere else, Members of the city could [ | ~ levels. including n?,'."',{ff:};g“;. (:;'; A
excludes z]11 “ke the same claim by citing different bodijes A in General Studies) ‘were e
mEMBErs of and organisations which abound in al] sige |} " secondary in other considerations,
Can_)};riggg streets and centres of caLtation Side ; ph\\'oult‘l | Qt Iin with rollrie life lﬂd
T Cambrid i ; : DAY TURZE? Indeed befor in
society who university Cglct mt:g t Témain a predominantly ¢ interview. | was adviseq to :ﬁ:'e".‘ n§3
are not Yone | apg becoming'a mos Tively pieory. evolving | | WOuld Choase ity oIt "S5 they
- . re liy A ‘hoose those eands -
- gf”u o oA ely place in its own v e would enjoy tanchn 9288 whom
! “+.H. Feb,87, 4 Boweh an admissiane procadira
1 - : t P'\'f‘n'\'ahlﬂ'.’ The saciallyv divisive atem
3 ;:,?‘_‘:;‘dn"'th"' ha prolonged by certain
) public money, ¢ "OT b funded with
‘;.l DA\TII'A\Y (!;RIP;"IWS
: ampton, Middx_
Examination and interview '
: . SIR=Mr R, A Glarke is 1aboari
. dncc:::tm;?»:&‘:et“h"“" by and larga — A Misapprehencinn, p i: : u:r:?fhm:g;:

A Cansbridge award plares
the steengzih of sludents' A lovrl r:&ul‘;.:‘.

of students js hased an
the Oxbridge
bsequent
level resuits are

lirs the advantaza of
nidependent < hppls oflering  an :2:::

tuitinn Specilically  aimed 0

0
gt

FOMPrehensive  sehon| uni ' ;
. Pil have na ' their  pedormance
!};nrmz an nmcm_-c'tne entry to thesn enlranrce pg.mi,m"o“m and
Hlustrious "““'{"""‘\. : interview in which A -
MAZIARINE € wywwg, not taken inta consi
. . ’ e n
. Seitaleraty, N. Yorks, Heren Hderation
| o R »
e term af
s TS v : . ;
e : ~ ® wirds the entrance eXamination,
oy 2 N e > LSy e b

6P
do not “ present themselves to |
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“ S I Admissions to Cambrides®
| E nation for places at }I : EALSL wigge
! lal\.;""l: at P S”\-—}l ‘l)‘mmrau’h‘a(‘:h‘a? Mrs Inyce
| LA “‘*;‘ﬂjl . } Walls (lan. 22} doet not like my saving
| /o082 (.am )l‘ldgc that applicants for conditianal places a

ST — Vay atiemy¥ 1o correct the im
‘ ;:l'-‘-vnn’ ofl the Combridge 'n:!mv“-m}‘ !
I ssstem given i Katharine € Wyant s
Ietter (Jan. 150 amnd wome of the other
misapprehiensions shown in vecent  oor-
| reepondemce?

Cambridge does award places on the Qe
strepgth of * A Y level resulls, lhf‘ H";:‘ .
recert  ademicoens  otalistics  asvatable,
those eoncerned with enfry in Or"ober
1931, show that 16:2 per cenl. of all
cuccesefirl candidates were offered places
on the strerath of “A" Jovel results
4 they had already obtaimed.

They were nat requived to sit the en-
trance exaniination. A further 14-6 per
cent. of entrants had bern made cone
dittonal offers ard secured their p]lacc‘s‘
wilh appropeiate performances in A
level subsequentiv, r

In addition to thote pre A "level
camdidates admitted by the conditionsd
offer svstem. many more took the en.
trance examnation ia thewr fourth term
| in the Vith form and were offered places
| on their perlormance i thal examina.
| tron. Overatl almost 43 per cent. of
| those enlering Camdnidre in 1931 had
| been pret A "evel  candidates. (The:
| propoction in 1971 was 28 per cent.)

i As for the schools of origin: in 1931
| Fie maintained sector  (incleding  col
| leges of further education and Scotlich
and Irich maintained schools) acconnted
for approximately 45 per cent. of ail
uccesshil applicants. and of the re-
mainder, 29 per cent. came from the
. trnditional independent schools, 19 per
L eent, [rom the tormer direct grant |
| &chools (this category <hould disappear
L next year with the Department of Edy. *
cation and Scrence's reclassification) and 1

¢ e cent fram overseas.

We believe that the possibility of dif.
ferent modes of entry is an advantage
to candidates coming from a wide
variely of schools within both the main-
tained and the independent sectors. Fins
iy it wrust ba stressed that ia no case
are students admitted by any one of
the mades of entry reparded a5 second.
rlass ailizens” Able stuvents are able
studenls and colleges welcome sl grate-

| fully.
| JOYCE WELLS
Chairman, Tutorial Reprecentatives
Executive Cree,
Newaham Coil,, Cambridge,

Conditional offers

v

SIR—T hope vou sill allow me o pro-
langz the corresponderce on admissions
to Oxford amd Cambridge, il only Yor the
gake of potenbal applicants from State
schools, -

Nothing need be said about the oul.
pouring from Damian Griffiths (Jan. 15),
ac no mieclligent studert is likely lo be
deterced by it

Ratherine C. Wynne's letter (Jan_ 15),
however. is so damagingly illnfnrmed.
th2t it must be answered. Oxtord and
Cambridze cvileges do make oFers to
candidates on the basis of "A " Irvels
xircady gained or on condition of cerlain

S, | T
‘N

with the same care as any linear

Cambridge are regarded
Class citizens ™
unkind as the
vinusly w

as " second-
Not all colleges are as
) one which, having pre-
riltén and atked a candidate
¥ he wished tn be considered for a con-
ditional offer, told him at interview that
it was the college's POy not 1o make
conditional olfers.

Some colleges say this openly and
aitly  from  the beginning. Others,
having encouraged pupils to apply far
conditional oflers, put presure on them
at interview to sit the Cambridge
colleges' examination,

Others again say that they will not
| make a conditional offer until after the

resulls ol the Cambridge  colleges’

examination are known. In one wa, ur
anniher it is made vory clear that candi
dates who sit the Cambridze colleges’
 examination are much to be prelerred,

In her defence of the stotus qiro, Mrs
Wells exprosses the view thatl, because

" Cambridge recruits from a wide variety
of schools, it is an advamaze to have

a variety of modes of entry. Other

umversities  also. recrwit from a wide

variety of schools but they seem to
manage successivily on a uniform entry
system.

I know that
steps o widen the fange of their appli
Cation. but it remaine the case thal
whicreas something iike one in every nine
sixth-formers  at independent  schools
aAppiics to Oxbridge the ratio of appli-
-a-:q_ns from other schools js =bout one
O 9.

The reform of the admissions syslem
needs 1o Ko much further and much
fraster if Oxford and Cambridge (and
with them the oublic schools) are 12
Irssen the rick of bring reformed by
Mr Kinnock or Mre Williams ar some
other * progrescive ™ educationist who

mas come to power in the not-teo-distant
-future.

H. J. MEADOWS .

Headmaster, St Gerorge’s Scheal,
ik : Harpenden, Jerts,

“W
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... Ability and A-levels
YA /53 2
SIR—Mz H. J. Meadéhs (Tan. 23) should
Jot believe that Advanced-devel tesuits
Sre more than an ind:cation of a popils
dttamment at the time of leaving schocl.
Studies have pot shown them to be
s00d predictors of later porformance:
and. since they are not specifically de-
signed to be prognostic, is 0o
icason why they should be.

Cambridge therefore has a Food
“eason for maintaining its own examina.
4on for matriculants and for distinguish-

‘% between ability and atfainment (o
Se the two qualifications that are the
wart of the report produced by Lord
2bbins’s committee).

The conditional offer, swhich re.
IPposes that Advanced-level results are
m indication of ability, should b vsed
pre.

erades being achieved in “A ™ Jevel jertion is used, and only. when iheicol;
examinations <till lo be taken. icges _examination is clesrly inagpro-
h'n;cco methods of entry complement ?"‘“"' i e

the entrunce examination and are & .« ,7 . ERTO :
desizned for those who, for whalever e i N LG
reason. dop not wish to sit it Details of Kirkby MM’ Westmorlimd.
these methads of entry are, of course, ATNES A

laid out in the admissions Jiterature - R e

available to all schools. CELE R T ot

(Dr) S. C. GILL
Tutor for Admissions,
Lincoln College, Oxford.

is a two percent

Cld Foy network of

@sg nmy %1te¥ar eﬁecutorsi if any, to vatech t
%ﬁeeﬁgglgign 3 esa? %Efsi ¥61§ you so,
not join., Ma ybe their College S

Would they perha
escellent maen

some colleges have taken -

Note hy J.0,.Koaeh
15 Februsry 1982,

These two shects of
letters and comment fren
January 1040 to Februsry
1082 show that the prob-
lems 1 raised with the
"Cambriage" Fociety %t
the beginning of 197

or earlier are not going
away. Notably:

Fditorial of @ Janusry
1980 4in the Cambridge
Evening News:
Canmbridge might remain a
predominantly university
city, but it is quite
clearly evolving -and
and becoming a more

{é¥gl¥igkgce in its own

Letter of 17 Lecember 19¥1

from Mr Putt of Christlé

College:
During a decade as Senior
Tutor, I visited many
conprehensives and was -
shocked by the obstructive
anc pathetically unin-
formed attitudes of
teachers,

Kr Putt speaks of legends
about Cambridge hased on
Vietorian comic novels,

The A _cmissions Prospectus
of tre Tutorial #epresen-
tatives was itself grievous-
ly at fault, 3s I showed

in a paper for certain
tutors in Novembher 107R,

It had since been improved,

In the wider national
s_phere of education for
the national need 1t is
possible that the 'Coliege

system' rather than the
University itself will
continue to do us some
disservice, but th_at is
another matter,

There are of coursgpar-
ticular college re2sons
why the Cambridge Society
1s unlikely to liberalize
its constitution until
another gencration takes
control,

¥a ybe the management of the Society will only

-

sce the light when numbers begin to fall, There

T

o' PAeTr membEre 1
the public "image

esponse to selected a
the professions(barr

i

would rather they were not

proaches, even in the

sters, solicitors). I must
ﬁat. In the true

put in

Ney M. AS d
ocietdi esv ea& nét ar}\}gl% ev?ant’.’ Aﬁ\ea to.
ps welcome or tolerate
7Zine to, +

woculd net improve

a cut-price supply oltthe

7

At might helr cireulation:
of 'the Unfvgrs?f{;?“ﬂ’z%?

.. ¥ e oot




UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

THE OLD SCHOOLS
CAMBRIDGHE
CB2 ITN

From The Vice-Chancellor
PROFESSOR F. H. HINSLEY Telophoney. 0223 23802
0223 158913

5 October 1981

Dear Mr.Roach,

Thank you very much for sending me your letter of 28 September
about the Cambridge Society for all members of the University.
I am interested to have your views, which I will pass on to the
President of the Society, Dame Rosemary Murray, for her to

consider.

Yours sincerely,

}.‘ H. It ."““I

F.H.Hinsley.

J.0.Roach Esq.,
77, Barton Road,
Cambridge, CB3 9LL.
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when I wrote this paper on the "Cambridge" Poglityr; hag in
mind to send copies to a few friends and to a fezra?ryngm L i
might have some slight residual.pr1v1lege of accgqgtg%ci iiey

own senior tutor) in the faint hope that truth mig richt
throueh. S_omeone might give the ldeas a quiet nudgi, 3 gl
even acgquaint my heirs and successors o1 any belated progress,

I now beg leave to submit the paper.to you, together w;th
the informal notes, because the sltuation Seens to me serious

and urgent. The Battle of the Independent Schools is apparently
ioined and heads of Houses in both Oxford and Cambridge have
teken part. Fven without such interventions it seems that the
two universities may suffer a few side swipes, however hard

they try to maintain a precarious balance,

The head of the School of Fducation at Leicester P_olytechnic
last March reviewed a Labour Party Discussion Locument on
Private Schools,"What the authors appear to resent most is the
0la Foy network", A professor at Feaaing whose father I knew as
a prespected principal of a theological college in Cambridge
wrote on 22 September 1981 advising the independent schools
*to becorme too broadly based for theit foes to riek an attack?rl,
Whether that is realisticy I do not know., I do not belong to a
political party,

Cambridge, I believe, seeks to give the illusion, to be followed
perhaps by the reality, of being broadly based. This Justice,if
such it be, must be seen to be done. Cazbridge needs a champicn
if not a griotte then a discreet and dignifiea mouthpieee, to ?
improve its Image and to give information to its public .’

T_hat, I guess, is vhat the Council of the S h
hoped for, not just a 'house magazine! limit:d gga:g zgg%igigave
and stagnant society which, at its present rate of recruitﬁent
seems vowed to eventual decline, Again, I would guess that Z
virtua}ly no members of the Society are in the world of loeal
education and maintained schools, If there are any such, cne cannot
see them goirg to their Leadmaster or careers colleague’ or toa =
their cixth form,and trying to whip up enthusiasm forp a’Society

from which nearly 3
Soh g arly all of t?fm*are, or will in due couizzﬁng
(

In 1979 the Mayor of Cambrid j
T ze(Labour, no
2ga:usfambitious tc have a real Cambridgé Soch%;egltﬁo%gtme
Son tgurfrgs, no_t always the University!'s, on china‘ornanegts
£91 orom ;hz ;nq so on,Little did he know that the nare ﬁaﬁ been
that Ma§or a ngwgegii;kaiiséfl thipk? ) degfeg. Liie
e L, a. us cltizens, he is ou '
cademic snub if he seeks ébbbersnip of a "Cam%r?éégiegogggty.

The University will not be 'b

Society is anything but. . roadly based', sc long as its
’ :
_ | \5:19.7E;1¢£i




/
The nCambridge Socigtynm

J.0.Roach Pevised,nctcbe7598l

Septemter,1G81,

1. On 1 Octoter 1979 the outgoing Vice-Chancellor spoke of
proposed changes in the school examination system, as one
result of which "the liaison between the universities and the
schools, which in fact needs to be strengthened, could be
dicinished". Needs to te strengthened. He also said,"VWe should
treasure our good relations with the City and conmunity, for
they are among our best assess”,

2. Capbridge vas M"a busy little commercial country town"(Pevsner)
before the University arose. I should declare an interest, Cawmbridge
has been my home since Jjust before I brought myself m"up" in

1922, having sent in my papers and resigned from the Indian

Aromy. Twenty years! service in xkx the University since just before
starting my last Tripos and then a similar period in the government
service-but always witn Cambridge as my home town.

3. It was without nuch prior thought that I joined the nCambridge
Society", Eeing a member of the Regent House, I was already at

that time an active supporter of the University Centre., Setting
aside my dual loyalty as citizen and graduate, I would say it was
shortsighted to start a "Cambridge™ Society on the model of
pre-First World War Oxfora ana to exclude all citizens of Cambridge
who are not gradua_tes of the University. Members of the Regent
House will have noticed that their children, born and bred in
Cambridge like mine, may be outcasts if they graduate elsewhere,

4. It is estimated that the University has over 80,000 graduates.
The membership of the Sociely is nearly stagnant. In December
1979, 4018 members. A year later, 4153, despite the gnnual
approach to newly qualified ¥, As anu s,ecial approaches to
Farristers and Solicitors. Selected approaches in fact produce

a 2% response,

5. A particular regret of the Society in its failure to expand

is the acknowledged excellence of the magazine, which fulfils

"one of the main aims of the Society". Indeed yes, and the Council
of the Senate put the magazine as first aim. Because the S ociety
was fossilized at birth, the magazine preaches only to the converted
and its circulation is 'index-linked' to membership,

6. The Council wished the magazine to give a true picture of the
University's activities "to members of the Society", The Society's
solution for increasing the readership is for each member to find
one new mepber, always with the right educational tag. This sounds
like a 'once for all! operation, with membership again congealing
at an optipum higher level of about 8000. Or will that toc bring a

2% response?

7. The resporce of nexly qualified ¥.As is already known, It
should soon become possible to forecast membership, and therefore
circulation, for ten, twenty years hence, Palliatives, expedients
could be sought within the present constitution; they wculd

leave the entire enterprise on the wrong course, .

8; The magazine has proved itself, The need for it is increasingly
z:far as a genﬁrqlly available organ of information, as a mouth-
ce for the University, Things could be said under the aegis of

& Society of informed wellwishers which could
not be said, by the University, not be said, would

o5

9, In the present political and social climate one may doubt the
effect, and even the wisdom, of old boy netrorks in the closed
shops of the Law, the City, the professions., In the pgovarnment
service of recent years(even in a Ministry of Fducation) one
neither knew no_r cared vhether one's administrative colleague;

even had a degree,

10, The field in which the University's Umage' is of most vital
importance is, of course, Fducation, As the laster of Corgpus
stressed in tne Daily Telecraph( 1 September 1981), Universities
draw their recruits lrom sixtn forms, It is here that information
is needed and would be welcome, here that our reputaticn counts,
There are also the other universitks, other branches of higher
education, local education authorities, libraries, the educational

PresSS. ...

11, A breakdown of occupations of members of the Eociety might
show how many, or how few, are teaching in secondary schools and,
of these, how many are in the independent schools, which have 184
of the nation's sixth formers, Four-fifths of our sixth-formers
are in maintained schoocls., Cambridge itself draws about half its
recruits from maintained schocls, All future graduates, and nearly
all their parents and teachers, are teyond the Society's pale,

12. It is in Fducation that academic origins and rivalties matter.
Universities, degrees, classes, these may be a lifelong label.

If the Society thought to bestow information where it is most
needed, it might chiefly focus attention on its own e=zclusiveness
and that of the University:God, 1 thank thee that I am not as

other men are(St Luxe,XVIII,1l),

13, The basic remedy would be to offer membership of the Society
to/ngpaduetes and other friends and wellwishers of the University
of Cambridge", The excellent management of the University Centre
need not be embarrassed. It 1s a eraduate e¢lub,.It might agree

to accept on an equzl footing all menbers ol the Society being
graduates of Cambridge or of universities recognized by Cambridge,
The Soclety would thus accert members without scrutiny of 0-orA-
Levels or degrees; the Centre would accept graduate members of
the Society subject to its normal check on academic credentials,
There would be no discrimination at either level,

14, The straitjacket being discarded, evolution would become
possible, The Society could do a little market research, the
Editor could begin to address himself to the real world outside,
to those who are NOT already the converted., Vitnout any waiting
for new membbrs, a start could be made on putting the 'image!
right, quietly, steadily. That in itself might be of comfort to
all wﬁo care deeply about the future of our University.

. J.0.Roach
Sometime first assistant secretary, Local

Examinations Syndicate; Director of Studies,
St John's, Peterhouse, Trinity Fall; Member,

X 'members(see Minute

page 5, para 3) Faculty of Modern Languages and Faculty

of English,
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‘wal notes by J,0.R. on his paper of September
Infoxmféﬁl concerning the n"Cambridge Society".

_ r 1978 that I wrote to the Secretary of the
1. It was 1"hf§n;:€ter? He told me that many of my points

Society of LS. . £ ntics", Moreover,"Provided
= largely a gquestion of sema . N :
3££e;:§ge:§ Sgderstgnd what is meant by the Cambridge Society, and

from the respo _nse we have received there is no doubt about this,
the rest seems irrelevant",

2. Since that date the fossil state of the Socliety has become more
evident, as has the potential importance of the magazine; and the
need'fo; the University to take account of the political and social

climate outside has become more urgent,

3. Havin€ in my paper declared an interest as citizen, I should ,
ﬁerhaps claim one as graduate. My family has had a close connexkion
with the University from my great-grandfather down to my three

brothers and myself, sundry cousins and nephews, and my son.,

4, Public discussion might do more harm than good. Wot only because
toes would be further dug in, but because the University is already
vulnerable, The matter will not reach 'the media' through me,
Inevitably Professor Cornford's Principle of Unripe Time will
operate even when, as now, Time is over-Ripe. Action is needed now
to right wrongs; the vital gain will be flexibility to meet the
distant as well as the immediate future., An example of academic
failure, not merely to look ahead, but to recognize an already
existing and urgent responsibility occhirred in 1939,

!
' - »
FR("f THE VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY

THE LODGE
TRINITY HALL
CAMBRIDGE

.
TELEPHONE

February 8, 1979,

Dear Master of Magdalene College,

Thank you very much “or the
letter which Roach wrote to you.

Foach has put perfectly clenrly
the problems which the University
must consider in relation not only
to the staff of the Locul Examinations
Syhiicate but of other officers of
the University, I shall show the
letter t0 the Secretary General and
to the Treussurer,

(;» Yours sincerely,

WA

4

» The V,C, had addressed us individually in July 19%f at the
gquegt og the Minister for the Co-ordination of Dé€ence, inviting
us to register our special qualifications, After that the matter
had evidently been allowed to 'lie upon the table!,

6. My own time scale was different, It was in July 1676 that I
had-guccessfully-proposed in The Times the Central Register of
professional and other qualified persons, And it was in 19%4
that I had-quite unsuccessfully- besought the Modern Language
Faculty to consider that "our pupils of the next few years will
either be victims of the next war or will live to prepare a
future generation for much closer contacts between the nations
of Furope", 0fficially, that War began in 1939,

7. A first edition of these notes reproduced here the V,0's
circular, I substitute a letter which turned up while I was sortin
papers to be taken away by the Imperial War Museum, Papers concern
Admiral Rickover are in the National Maritime Museum, including
probably the only letter written to an Fnglishman by Captain Reach
of USS Triton, while he was travelling round the world in 1960

on his submerged non-stop voyage of more than 26,000 miles. And
papers concerning our Chancellor from Kurt Hahn are in the Univer-

it ibr « Other things may turn upl ;
S ; i : " mt’ 1936,
From lord: Strathcona of the Var Nffice

Dear Mr. Roach,

You wrote to me on 22nd July, in ccmnection with variocus

pointa which you have raised in a letter to "The Times". I showed

your letter to the Adjutant-General, who is the momber of the

Army Council responsible .for dealing with questions of man-power,

and I understand that all these points are at present under active

oonaidoration. I should like to say, however, how much I appreciato

the interest which prempted you to write, and I can assure you that

any further suggestions which you may care to make will be very
carefully considered.
Yours truly,

‘MAN POWER AND DEFENCE i Tuly
I desire 1o Spport Me, J. O. Ro.

frc‘:"]'? M The Tines of Julve 23 l’l::t!\:::; /) R
ic‘;i?r:r :‘\({ _lgkcn Jo enroll citizens upon a ] /
L lh:.‘k Couid be used for defence pus- U‘ ‘ ém«
Pves prcﬁg‘:.c‘n.l of an cinergency. The chaos b &
e A A the outset of the last War

HEN HOTS were weed as soldiers, and Iﬁc'ﬂ\.l Sty

‘l‘r:cu;cd technicians v Cre wasted in the trenches
I 'c‘lnot l\: repeated if we have the foresight
ake stock of our welldispoed AN pow or

NOW. Two instanc one
: . anCes of what mipl
wWill sullice. Motorists. of w et

| vi arly months :
J.0. Roe An_mhcr Vital matter is the <y months of 1918,

-~ —= gation. Such men hud 1o be trained i 3 hurey
and  but mperlect by during the last War.

0-day there are hundreds of Keen and kﬂkknl.

amateur yachtsmen handlind their own craft

mall Lind) of “ca"w" with ¢ :
knowledge of the ST ‘B\gmdcuhlc local

who would undertake the trainin -
. ¢ of others,—
e D10 B WO R, Partazoy 54 VI 21 UG
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L rush off mentioned i
Eﬂj?ter e on the ncambridge"
s asked to lunch.

n the first paragraph of my
qociety, I made a different

. rather rudely, I refused."ln
acr'zCo‘leg_ze". plas, YeSe Apart from the fact that I have

your O%%, , ece about twice in forty years, apart also
' in that Collee used 1in the course of

ne lunch technigue is

-t L gver or avoid any commitment in writing,
ausy an impediment. The prime mover in the creation of
cociety had been the late highly respected and much loved
p the College. I Wwas inhibitea from public pronouncements
ssumed College loyalties than by the proger hesitations
.. The cause was tooO serious to be dropped. That
ourtesy to citizens of cambuiage) was lost for the

part of a wider problem, At this date, aa=ap-
tances need imply no slur upon the memory

ra mutantur.

the
paster of
less by &
of De mortuis.
cmase(coumon C
time being and 1S DOW
tation to new circums
of the founder. Tempoc

In t_he new educational and political climate the nature of
the Society-the converted and the clubbable-is possibly dangerous

rather than helpful. The Rattle of Independent Fducation seems
core froo it, but I heve take

to be opening(all my family have
of a Labour Party Discussion

no political side). A critic said
Document on "Private Schools":"What the authors a,pear to resent

most is the 0ld Boy network"., ....noe et mutamur in illis.Do we?

Minute
1. The above paragraphs are part of a draft covering note which

I was making for the limited circulation mentioned in the first
paragraph of my letter of 28 September to the Vice-Chancellor. AS

he sent my letter to the P_resident of the S

2. After writing to the V.C., I chan g
-Ce., ged page 4, the inform
notes, having turned up a document of more sigéificance th:%

his predecessor's eircular of July 1938,

3. The Society's notice in the Uni
E ' niversity Diary runs:Memb
gégfgf Samsrldge Society 1s open to all members of the Ungszgigt

ore to the merest freshman, but not to him as a hesitant Ve

if ;
hey be/ iﬁxﬁfrff;m%émgg: to ?is parents of his teachers(unless, a tinym
s /fUEDDErs...). I have altered graduates to mcmbers in para 13

. % : main aim is to provide 1
Univ : provide information ab
ersity, its activities, problems, ana achievement:n?ugotzgom,

T o itself,

5 I h ;

editoraZ? 2%2 SacourtGOUS acknowledgement from the retirin

to others, I do giilnet He says he will leave detailed comgent

S S e Ay eziect any cormment at all, I was long e

STty e civil servant to fadvise 'inister 2 enouqh
‘Pecting them to argue back down the lingrs on Polis

6. "I bes
> eech you, in th
| ou may be mistake ie bowels of Christ -
{ loozed rougﬁa;ggwévﬁnjone nay be mistakéntgtgztighPOSSible
10%6, ‘which might 4u t}%ence from past form, later the futunes
bactivng, or rather stify reasonable odds in ny fav an 1924 and
: , f 8amb%e?_?’schewing official seg‘;}:é ety
» these are sgiggﬁdd¥gﬁg:o°f gf“erer°satfo:nd tis
y urable, as being no_t

Y are discarded h
ere,
FoRy 5l
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' : ! 77 Parton Poad : to those pariahs in your "Cambridge" world, p
S5 Canbridee and women, graduates of otner universities, w
S N\ 33 Parch 1701 CR oL of Cambridge but outsiders to "forbridrer,’
T, D
s B , The fociety will, and should, remain Univer:
';:L fear ¥'r Cooper, pen teyond the acadenmic e would not wish to

“ay I express pleasure at your appointment as

wellwishers of the I'niversity. Foth in
sccretary of the ™Cantriure “ociety”, I sec in it a glinrer were not wel ir

Capbricge the key problem is goodwill, It is me

L J

o: ho;e, because of your close association with the City of
Ce-tricge. g

I have tecn @ citizen of Cankbridge a weok or two
longer than I have been a nenter of the Imiversity, I came 'up
on retirerent from the FRaian Arny in 1927 and have been a
ratcpayer since 1327, I ao still a memter of the Pegent Touse,
sltroug: I was away on rovernnenl service,1745-54, Alrays had,
have, my hope here,

I joinec the Tociety as soon as it came to
Oy notice. Toon I was struck. by the arrogance with shich a
"Caobricdge Soclety™ wnas constructec to egclude all Candridpe
folk ~ho are not also graduates of tae University, Apartheid,
on an Nxford pocel of the Thirties,

e are told that tne res;onse even to the Saciety's

selected approaches-dbarristers, solicitors etc.- has been dis-

a;pointing, tvo per c=nt, Perhaps gpressure groups to grind acsdenie
axes are not a: popular as they were, T lec the intellectual side
of the fivil < ervice Felection F_oard throughout the Paconstruection

Seriod, 1945-45, anc was associate:s »ith its work down to 1966,
Fven then we »ere constantly sensitive to any aczcusation of

'Nx*ridre’ bias, In the “inistry of Fducation ana other Novernment

Departoents I learned that it »us not “ulite done among the
fcoimistrative Class to flaunt an "xbridre background, partly
because of our colleagues fro- other universities partly
because of Lhe promoted men mith no degree, 2 nurﬁer of vears
8ro ny son, oenzring cdirector in lirng engineering, drop; ed

the ™, 2 (Cantat,.)r froz his notepaper, It did nothing for good
relations in the firc and did no_t nelgably icpress customers,

“here a fociety group is forred, in the provinces

of abroad, they might zish to extend 2 relcorme to some graduate
er non-graduate colleague, Camtridge born and bred but not
"Cambricger, are ther< not dons, »iih children born citizens of
Cambricge anc now graduates of other universitics, to feol
distaste for the S _ociety's smallninded exclusiveness?

In 2 chanzing vorld the “ociety created itselfa
fossil, "ithout specifically stirring the Torn-fown iscue, 1t
couls gently set the door ajar for evolution:"Canbridre Socliety
for graduates and other vellwisners of the Miversity of
Cacbridge~,

Ther«e would be no need to exclude underreaduates,
thourh they would be unlikely toc join, The line would have to
be crarn at the iniversity Centre, zhich you put forward as a
bait, T t is 2 graduate clud and Dust be protected apainst
& theorcticel uncontrolled influx of non-graduate tomsnsmen or
others/runcuy has it that it is gatecrashed by students of
'Languace Schools?!), It rmight be disposed to accept menmbers of
the Fociety, gracuates of other universities, It has as repbers

an Nld Foy network geared to intrizue,l 2m s _c

SR o
The magazine is being brought forward as t
that pany pembers will get for thelir roney. A
is only preaching to the convertea, !brﬁp§k;g;
product he faces expansion after a yoqtga<-7
4158, The S _ociety's effort, not his. He :
That muy be as well at present, ﬂnly‘-§_§“
of your apartheid w»ill he have the Dor 1 ri
Cambricge as a whole, toth at home and ab o
and to Caniridge men and women everyxl -

The health of the University is good
we all know that, ?heluuiver;:tg ::sg
focietyfcould. The field in whic on
anc neggs to syread knowledge 8f itself
fixth Forms o, f the country. It would b
the mapgazine on sale and to haxk it round
You might thus sell goods, utterly uithout
Personal membership shoul&

be the bait, T

circularized all heads of secondary schoo th .
you =might please some of the Cambricge heads and
rest, Ee

¥ith one =ember of staff/the head, o_r the careers
»ith his subscription paid by the school if he is lucky)
would have a foothold. ¥is magazine would Teach the :
or the school 14 brary. You might even send thes an oc
nexssheet dealingprith their particular field, You might
have an annual recruitment circular for cecbers in all .
forn schools, putting Cambridgze discreetly on the map ev s
in scnools with no € ociety member, Local atthorities nesd to
considered, They might help if rightly cpproachec, e

There are other fields that could be 'natrket-rescarched' .In 000
the late Thirties I nac 2 pipe drea- for a rorldaice fllisznce L2
‘A la Frangaiselbased on the Cazbridre school examinations in 2
the Fopire and the Canmiridye Fxaminations in "nclish in foreisn,
free countries. The University nould not wmant to kno= that its
%orld renorn is owed, not to its sclence, ¥ing's Chagel an: the
Poat Pace, but to the Local Fxarinations Syncicate's »OoTx and
its integrity. The University would also not vish to knov that
the City has 'tnins' on the Continent,

It would be interesting to study Jjust hox nany of your four
thousanu have done anythi: g whatsoever for Carctridre in tre course
of the vear as a result of their Bmenbership and the marzazine,vou
ask them to bring in a friend, another Canbridge man. Your target
should probably be reople who are ¥Nn T Canbridee men, znd the
younger generation who might becone'Ehnhridse men an& xoren, Ty
the way, the 'I' of your Teport rewmains anonymous, 3

foclety or no, the surviving members of the Nniversity “omen's s.cooper Fsq. Yours sincercly, P
Club. I have not heapithat the non-"Cambridge” ladies lowered \ecretary" —70.
the tone of the Centre. I_t might be glad to give a thought 4 _Parsons's(sic)Court s o
S CR2 30F : (.7, Pozch)
’ Yelly's Directory shows one par
. ‘k $ lacking an apostrophe, is ap ‘g:;.'rho telephone took,
fa $ w ~

S Fyg |
g \.\j ié\i | | | ;
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\( SIDNEY SUSSEX COLLEGE.
» CMOAL
o CAMBRIDGE

SENIOR TUTOR
&N CH2 3HU

TELEPHONE ©223-6150!

May 3, 1979

Dear Mr. Roach,

It is now a long time since I received your letter of March 31 and your
paper entitled "The 'Image' of the University''. I have not written to you
previously because I have been away from Cambridge for a while and am only
now recovering from the usual heavy business at the beginning of term. Even
$0, you may be assured that I have read the paper with great interest. We
at Sidney are. at least as keen as those at King's to attract applicants from
all walks of life and, in particular, from the maintained schools. In fact,

I believe that we are beginning to achieve cur aims. The proportion of
applicants who are successful in winning places here has risen markedly for
October 1979, Their success has not been due to any bias in their favour
but only to their own qualities and to the increasing number of applications

from that source.

We try to keep the schools informed of the sort of place that Sidney is
and in this way I dare say that we overcome some of the problems that arise
from the wording of the Cambridge Admissions Prospectus. I am enclosing
with this letter a copy of our brochure and of the notes that we send to schools
and candidates about our admissions policy. If you have time to spare, I should
be glad to hear of any comments that you may have on these documents. You
will perhaps gather from all this that we here, at any rate, are in sympathy
with the general trend of the comments in your paper.

Many thanks for all the trouble that you have taken to help your selected
Colleges.

Yours sincerely,

J.0. Roach Esq., MA, OBE
77 Barton Road
Cambridge CB3 9LL

L. et B

Encls




SELWYN COLLEGE

CAMBRIDGE CB3 9DQ
TELEPHONE (0223) 62381

3 May 1979

J.0. Roach Esq
77 Barton Road
Cambridge

Dear Mr Roach

You kindly sent me - a little while ago - your
careful note on the IMAGE of the University which
I have read with much interest. Thank you very much
for sending Selwyn a copy.

As you have noted, the Prospectus is published
annually by the Tutorial Representatives and next
autumn it will have a new editor. I will see that he
has a sight of your thoughts which are the fruits of
much experience and knowledge of Cambridge. (I can
pass the word on as Chairman of the Executive Commit -
tee of the Tutorial Representatives.,)

With kind regards

Yours sincerely

oo AN



¢) Rotate again X

31 XMarch,1979

Dear Tutor _ : _
’This screea nmight stir merely unfriendly

puzzlement if I sent it to all Admissions Tutors,

So I send it to three Colleges which I long
served with much pleasurelPeterhouse, St John's,
Trinity Hall-and to two others where I helpea out
in wartime and froo which I also recelved tutorial
thanks when I resigned in 1945- Selwyn and my own
College of origin,fidney Sussex, where I stood in for
Tom "yatt while he was away at the far, Also to King's,
because I have guoted them with appreciation,

On re-reading I am struck by my evident
high respect for two bodies which I served, the Locsl
Examinations Syndicate and the Civil Service Comuission,
They are here relevant because they are both systcm§
of assessment, of selection, Ny other Departments-
Foreign OIfice and Ministry of Fducation-have no sueh
clearcut personality to apyraise orp appreciate(and
no such evident and lirpid integrity, rerhaps),

Ir. a way, I am not Jjust a meddlescme intruder,
Cambricdge has been oy home since I retireq from the
Frontier Force of the Indian ATmy and came up in 1922,
and I have been a ratepayer of the City since 1926, My
femily bas a-line in the University from my great-
grandfather down to my sonfall indepenaent eaucation,
alas). And I hope to see at least the first of my
grandfaildren come up.

I
e il
Yours sincerely, J/Mj,/
(J.0,Foach)

e —

77 Parton Poad,

Cambridge March,1979

The 'IMAGE! of the Iniversity
Thoughts for the consideration of Adnissicns Tutors
J.0,.Roach

l. "An individual Syndic reading a rrivate exXiression of
Opinion can either put it on the fire at once or thipk gver g,
it at leisure ang quietly decide tnat it is wroniheaded or e
ntimely, can in fact attach as mucn or as little immediate
importance to it as he sees t1itn,

2. That was the Fnvoi to a paper wnien I accressed ip Nctober
1622 to members of the Local Fxaminations Syndaiczte. In the
following February they reported to the miversity reversing

the poliey on which they had reported in fay 1924, Henceforth
they were to include members representing schoo? teachers, loeal
education authorities, and so on, It is in a soriewnal sipiiap
Spirit that 1 venture to subrmit this present paper to individuals
ratner than publicize indiscriminately.

. ¥y theme is the national 'image' of the University, particularly
in the secondary school world; the elfect upen 1t of the ntrance
Scholarship system ana of faulty or defective putlie relaticns,

4, In the Peporter for 1 June 1977 the Council of the Senate
Quoted from the prospectus of the "Cambridge Society®

The role of Universities is under keen scrutiny
and the pressures are ETeater,

The prospectus spoke of attacks on Cambridee in Farticular:

the University 1S perlodically attacked on the
Eround that it draws from a narrow tanze of largely
independent schools.

5. One such attack may be found on the University's aoorstepy in
the Varsity Handbook 1078-79. Cambricge, it says,"restricts the
able by an adémissions policy which still favours those w»ho went
to publie schools,
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1618
6. In the Surday Telegraph for € October; John Rae, Fead Master
of Westminster School, asked "How fair 1is Oxbridge entry?"

Left-wing critics see the success of inde-
pendent schools at Oxtridge as evidence of
privilege and urnfairness, and have even suggested
that Oxbridge shoula be forced to accept a aguota
system that woula allocate a "fair" proportion
to the maintained sector,..

7. The avowed object of a housemaster at St Wdward's is not
one we need to supyort, but he 'has something'. He seeks a
change of emphasis in gelection primarily in order to save
Oxford University rugby from "@ying on its feet"(Daily
Telegraph, 28 February 1979):

Those concerned with admissions at 0Oxford
are far too conscious of the Norrington table,
by which colleges are rated according to the
nunber of first-class, seccond-class and ‘
third-class degrees that afe gained,

The irony of this is that employers are
not so mich concernec vith the gold, silver
and bronze of acaacemics but with whether the
graduate in gquestion has taken advantage of
all the other opportunities of a broader edu-
cation with which Oxfora is, or wss, so richly

endoweda,

8. The headmaster of St George's Farpenden, H,J.Meadows, gave
his remedy in the Daily Telegraph for 28 oOctober 1678:

The nub of the problem is the "Oxbridge"
admissions system. The independent schools
have post efficiently geared themselves to
this system in a way which the vast majority
of State scheools simply cannot co, If a greater
_degree of fairness is to be brought into this
- part of the educationzl system, and if it is
not to be left to some future Labour Minister
of Fducation to impose a scluticn, the older
universities necd urgently to re-examine their

admission procedures,

e < g el B
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8.(Headmaster of €t Cecrge's ﬁaryenden, centd.),

I would suggect they consicer aeferri
all scholarship swards until the underg;gguate
stage and I sugrest they consicer if it is
not time to abandon their special entrancs
examinations with their mythical espability
of predicling potential, and instead foin
vholeheartealy ir the 1004 svstewm, This they
woulda te seen to occupy no privilezed position
and the pupils from all schools would be seen G
to be competing on the szme basis,

9. It is indeed possible that justice, or the pursuit of "fairnesé'
without hypeoerisy or mental reservation, will not be seen to be
done so long as Fntrance Scholarships continue., Tefore the era

of student grants they were of great social tenefif, though already

in that paper of 1229 I held that teachers -ere "enslaved to
Unlversity requirements". They were not free to do what appeared
best for their pupils because "scholarships form an immediate '
tangible goal and are the reward toc often of a narrow speciaii-
zatien| Thelir capabllity wes far frou mytniczl. e picked Tirsts
and Two-Ones for Part I of the Tripos, just that. They got
reople up to the University who woculd never have come otherwise
ané we were rightly proud of this,PRetveen the Wars the rrarrar
schocls came quietly up and up in our. awara lists. ‘

10. Have not grants altered all that?Do Pnitrznce Scholzrships
now do much more than promote a frestige . .rat-race, both in the
schools that can affora it ana in the Colieges? “ould the
quality of the Cambridee entry fall witrout them?/Perhaps res,
if Oxford kept them).Are Collere stafi, ,erhops proaucts of the
ysten themselves, unable to look at 1t from the cutside?®

I was as guilty as any in totting up my *irsts, and my¥ oxn sixth
forr. life might have been dorinsted by the search for classiezl
scnolarships., As it happened, I enlisted on reaching rmy 17th
birthday. "nen I came up six years later at my own expense,

a Foundation Scholarship was merely a by-proauct at the exnd

of my second year, St George's Harpenden mignt ap,rove,
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11. The Provost of Eton defended indepenaent school
House of Lords(Daily Telegvraph,l5 March 1979): ols in the

They set a standarda of guality and it would be
contrary to the national interest to weaken them.

To attack excellence was to promote mediocrity
ana inaepenaents haa a part i1n stimulating the
comprehensives to further excellence,

12. The vice-chancellor of the University of V save hi
SO i \. B Vork gav i
scerutinyfin The Times,17 February 1978 Y BEVERES

We do not spend millions of i

. Sy s | T pounds each year
on higher education simply for the good of tLhose wno canyt;ke
advantage of it. Ve do it because our society nesds hizhly
eaucatedx people. Fs

: . Or, as some have said from the outset, because
g; thi major false premiss ana the excesses of the Robbins
Peport., :

1% .The Careers Information Service of the Daily Te :
e i . = = - it N A t‘le?r'a"h ?(g
Sepltember 1978, sees signs of a great diviae: =l

What about the great university versus
polytechnlc_argument?”ell, it rages on, though
employer opinicn seems to be polarising to sSme
exient, with manudacturing incustry largely in
favour of polytechnics ana conrierce laréely
in favour of universities which are felt to
produce tne kind of traditional graduate they
understand.

7.Not; so many years agox, the traditional elements of this
tnlyers1ty ganged up agzainst an extension of ¥ngineering. Now
we are to have a Production Fngineering Tripos,

-

- @
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14, “hat, one may ask, was b
paint an unfriendly picture of 0Oxiford ana r;
writing of Party politiecal conferences(Sunday
Gateber 1978)? L T TP St e AT S eea ety

"hen they wisn TE
image to the public, they
ceremonial, in dignif
a dead languzge wnicn few
much back-biting, in-fightl
intellectualfShailounegs%naz~ |
the face of scholarship, these blemish
least disguised from the public gzze.
is it possible for this important actl

.Mﬂ.‘ 23
0y, naked
\in .,rea‘i; - - -

activ
those who practise.it,»to-presenyeggﬁgg,
for superior wisdom. s e
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15. Is there substance in this thought from iy
Handbook 1228-9? I thought not,until an M,4, passing his
ollege under repair voiced a similar taought: et
¥the colleges' wealth 1s not sacrosanct.
And the possibility of = future Labour go
untpammelled by Liberal votes:showing an
in getting its hanas on .sone of it is more T

idle speculation. i

. e
16, The Fead Master of Westminster sars that the proport) e
of successful candicates at Ooxbriage fron—xnaepenuentﬁggf‘ﬂpr

is actualily rising. ,
Bt

This is partly because ine incependent
are gelting belter at taeir jot: they kn
if their critics do not, that thnere 1s 1
entry to Oxbridge. It is also partly th
of the reluctance of teachers and cupils 1
maintained schools to think in terms of O

at all. :

ite unrealistic; he does not ¢

17. His solution is au _ _
teachers for reluctance to part

pelow his fellow head
puplils.
what has happened 1s that the gap 2
good sixth form and the bad has growl
this is not a simple aistinction bet
and indegendent. Surel;,_lnsteaquqﬁp
universities, we snoula a0 all w2
transfer to a strong acadenic sixtir |
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Lj(copt cixth form transfer is sometimes resisted by

head teachers because they are reluctant to part
with pupils who may bring the school distinction.
Put it is individuals we are talking about, not

schools.

18. Speaking of the Output from Oxbridge The Varsity Handbock says:

An absurd influence is still maintained by
Cambridge, and Oxford, graauates on the employment
market. Professions such as the T,aw, the Church,
the media and, above all, the Civil Service are
still primarily thelir preserve,

If the Church is a preserve, all honour to Oxford and
Cambridge. 0f the media I know nothing, of the Law in

this context I have my suspicions, 0la PRoy networks surely
exist here and there; the greatest wirepuller I knew was
in this University. In the Civil Service there is no absutd
influence, no preserve, I propose to defend wherg no defence
is necessary, because there is an object lesson here,

19. Refore the Second War the .stiff academic‘cxamingtion‘may well
have favoured Nxiora and Cambridge for the Diplomatic and the
Adninistrative Class of the Home Civil Service, After the Var

the Civil Service Selection Foard was to serve initially for

the 'Reconstruction' period, 1945-49, A basic qualification

was a second class nonours degree, but there was no academic
element in the testing.

20. Justice had to be seen to be done, The intellectual side
of the Foarc had to allay the suspicions of the Universities
anc of the high-ups of ¥nitehall., A key figure in establishing
confidence was C,P,Snow(now Lord), He was then a Civil Service
Corrissioner and not surprisingly he could see all sides of
the yroblen.

2l. Housed in a ¥anor House, nicknamed the !country house
%art;", the Board could be suspected of social bias, Another
rormer Cambridge man, one of many visitors invited to Stoke
D'Avernon, was told ¥ Frnest Pevin, then Foreign Secretary,

'Go down and see if those fellows are snobg. In ‘the event, Pevin
defended the Roard in the House of Commons and decided that

this should be the permanent znd only method of selection for
Branch A of the Foreign fervice.

22.There were mutterings from other universities that Oxford
ana Cambridge dominated the successes, If so, that 15”Where
the best candidates came from, As the Head Master of Westminster

.

.

22(Contd), -

said, it is individuals

£ , _ ‘¢ are talking about i ot A
ﬁa:e;e;ggtgiggnstruction Periou tne prewar aéa32§1gnixgrfiy;§§ﬁ’
botn ethods) I 71 alternative/candidates ulgat“gp‘
increhsingl)sr ébggg yo;ang candicates coming from the g2
in 1069, oned the academic opti

e upiversities
on and it was dropped, .1 .

15&&}&
23. The fairness of the syste o <o
N — n wa8 endorsea ta o f@%tV'
ﬁggéﬁtfifgﬁiaéiggignThey ogtedtfor this uethgg inecﬁivé}m:§:;}€ '
et X £ accelerated promotion into the B
C%?SQ for bPlgEt youngsters(essentially non-graduate\Aggigéztgif%ﬁa
other levels, The candidates themselves felt tnat they could g

see the system working; they were confiae
. 3 =Dt that, am V
rresented for assessment, the best were tzken, r SO e

’ e

24, lline or ten Years! recruitoent for an edlarpged fervice
had tq be cormpressed into that Reconstruction Period. It is
not often that a system of selection for a career can be 1%
tested by a long-term follow-up of the bulk of its successful i
candldates, This was done 1N the Civil Service Departrent =i
in 1975 by yet another Cambridre man. Fis conclusion wass"the
correlation coefficient(corrected for selectivity) is n.66n,
probably the highest validity co-efiicient that has ever been
obtzined for high-grade selection in any countryr,

.of "estminstey
25. Going back from Output to Input, it 1s clear that nere.
also justice needs to be seen to be done, The Hezg "aster/said
(para 16 above) that teachers and pupils in some maintainea
schools are reluctant to think in terms of Nxbridze at all,
The King's College Admissions Prospectus(/taere may be others.
but I saw this praised in a newspaper article) recosrizes the
ne2d to reach out, to be approachable, to inspire confidsence:

King's recognizes the need for Colleges to
pake 8 positive efiort to attract able candidates fror
schools that may have littlez« no experience of
Cambridge admissions. It encourzges applicants
from all backgrounus and ali kinds of schools...
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26, That was King's speaking for itself on its page 7. Tts
opening paragraph spesks for the University:

Too often the reputation of Cambridge Iniversity as

an intellectual powerhouse discourages candidates frem

even considering it when CROOSiNE & university. Part

ol the problem 1s the mhth that every future Cambridge
student is a genius betfore he has even filled in nis
application form, while another difficulty lies ip

the belief that {he pmajority of stucents at thig
university are drawn from a very small nurber of inde-
penaent schools, from a select winofity of the population.
Ir consecuenceg, the average university candidate pay
doutt not only his own intellectual capabilities but
alsc his social sualifications--and no-one will apply
to sizudy where he feels he might be out of place,Put
Cambridge 1s keen to attract able candidates from all
Kinds of schools and, in accepting canciaates, looks *

for real potential rather than thne polished zroduct
of the "right" school.

¥ o

. The page in the prospectus of Lhe “"Cambridge Society" from
€h a quotation was given in para 4 above sets out s number
 matters on which a University news-sheet might usefully

orn not only the members of the Soclety but a wider publie,
’$€ are ofl'ered as examples showing where the Society "would
bettler placed than Colleges to deal wilh certain situations!

e full paragraph from which the guotation was taken runs as
lows:

the University is periodically atrtacked on the ground
that 1t draws [rom & narrow range of largely indepen-
cent schools, Although if the charges were true-the
Collezes would be the offenders, no one Colleze would
feel that it would be wise to meet them on its omn,

An article in CAMBRIDGE could do so very eflectively,

Oy quoting the statistics publishec annually in the
Zeporter, which is not much read outcice the Imiversity;

If this Society wus briefed by the Colleges as councel for
AT defence, perhaps the socner they change their lawyer the

v
tte!‘, and fO!‘ oore than one teason. Noes no one Collegp think

bian. —mg e "

e A%

9
28(contd).

it wise to meety charges on its ¢
claims to defend, vhile disclai T
it i1s not responsible, And it :
of an oifence, A reply might sore

BN o o
, ¥
ey

Imiversity itself with the agreem ﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬂ
not by &n nlc Poys! Society, The Coll %DG

Nlc Poys with their own rubric in CA
explaining in their own way how they

Indeec, College magazines might in tbg}
items from CANERILGE, VX

. One might assume that the Heporter is alone in piub
Zﬁosg stat?stics which are'not much reac outside the
Possibly the Society itself made thal assumption, T
published by the Tuterial Fepresentatives of the Col
pages of them, in their Cambridie Acmissions Prospecty ,
this adocument goes free of charge, not on an annual subs
to prospective candidales snd thelr schools and to anye
who expresses Interest, Not that statistics are much
ﬂnywnf‘re. N Uy

o
€ (N 4y

70. Anyone hoping to use the statistics for politiémlgﬁg

argument might necd to do some of his own sums{ In 197%
successfully presenting men candidates were: Yaintsine
Ditect orant &9, Independent 122, The ‘successful candi
Maintained 941, two gcr school, Direct Grant 437, 6.3
schocl, Independent 809, 6,5 pers school. ™e co nog kn

size of the sixth forms, or hov many equally gooG candia

wenl to other uriversities, Apart from the 470, 247 unsu
Kaintairec schools, 427 of the whole group, hac no

Thirty-seven ol the Inde,endent scnools, 227 of the gre
no acceplances. Apbu 15 Direct Grant, 167 of their nhole
{I cannot understand the siznificance of the eolusn P
Formersn in Table %), In Frngland anc “ales, incidental
are more than 2600 county secondary schools and about 7&f
controlled or aiaed scconaary schools. The DFe Statist
Fducation may show how many have sixth formsfout n :
ougnt to huve sixth forms). fo whal constitutes "a narro
of largely independent schoold®? s

1. The Colleges may ‘'‘draw' in the sense of t'attr

initial selection rests with the candiustes wh

core nere, Someone wilk nothing more urgent Lo d
Lhe schools uncer the Regions shown in Table %
as to size, age distritution and som on. lore
in the University might follow up a given yea
selection to degree, classifying by type of se ol,
the only criterion is ana must be the quality of the
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29, criticism might be valid if it could be shown that the
~;851;w are in real fact restricted by an admissions policy

enich, as the Varsity Fandbook gllegesi "still favours thosed
who went to public schools". While following up a given year's
Intake, it would be interesting to follow up the same year's
relects who went to othgr_unlverslt)es. ﬂongthlng pf the kind
';aé undertaken by the Civil Service Commission during the
Feconstruction Period. Tt was aiscovered that the flow of ;
recruitment was too slow, so the Cowmission went back over all
the 'near micses' and offerec them the job, with an invitation
tc sav what they were now Going. Scarcely any wanted or needgd,
the job; they were sll aoing well, thank you, The analysis ol
treir prospects was scbering for the Selecticn Roard, since it
eonfirmed in what high grade paterial Qney-haa been picking and
‘choosing. With the typical integrity of the Commission,

justice was seen to be done.

%%, Tven wlthoul positive proof of 1njust1ce’h?s“any ever .
been offered?)the goodwill and trust_of'fegonm??,’scho?fs
gererally mey be more difficult to win 1i it apiears tgdtit
admissions are warpec ever sC little, not b? the supfrzor {
of independent schools, but by 1ncucemonts.ahifh.man, schools
‘eannot afford anc by a technigue of selection yh:ch_sgts
‘Cambridpel and?0xford) apart from the ovher universities, !
A stucy of the distributlon of.scholargnlp awarq§ and of Ehe r
influence in schools might te interesting, and of tpe proulgms
of marginal schocls which occasionally try for an award. Ap
even of known good schcols which never try, with their reasons,

were known to be under consideraticn. Enguiry would also gain
time for insction, based no doubt on Professor F,M,Cornford's
Principle of Unripe Time(Microcosmographia GosuaaRaRitkxk
Academica).

I have a hurch that the 'image' might be helped if such matters

11

Z4, mith or without thought of reform,
Prospectus surely needs revision, It
enough when it was written for what Kin
product of the "right" schoolf.It i1s per
today, and certainly for the candidate wno
out of place” or whose school is "reluctant
of Nxbridee at all". The prospectis claims .
to be "intentionally briefn, It runs to a-
paeked pages, =3

5. The candidate to whom the Collezes pe:

reaching out may have hardly any books 1ii
from the text-books stored in his bedroom, F
family had the money, there may be hardly a bt
which would stock the kXind of books taken
are plenty of evocative and sentimental boo
search of tatmosphere!t(},?), Our candicate mi
or vworse by this kind of thing:

Nccasional ensembles ana smoki
f1vusic to forget'etc.) provide
the most awful oboist. Nn the
offers facilities to the coarse: U
as well as those who want to bowl on Fen
debating club--and one at which seasoned
politicians ana morbia comeiians regula
...%ne faculties snow more signs of 1i
others(all on paze 5\, B .

36, Rowing escapes irony, perhaps because the
of the prospectus runs: "Cambridge is fasous &
world for the Poat Face anu the University-pre
order". A well seasoned cliché, not to be taken
The reaction offHkx Tutorial Pepresentatives to
wWords might'indicate how world-conscious or hbﬁgz‘ :

the University really is. Statistics in the Seyorter may
be read with mueh imagination, even within the Uni i
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this fror the Peporter:
1. 2

LLocal Fxaminations Syndicate

Annual Report 1977

PO I B

International examinations

....for the year 1977...0f the s '
entries of over 496,000 candidafigdlgigS;szggtfl
or 667 were overseas students, Priée factors'{)r)gh
growth of the Syndicafe's work have included 12 5
status as part of an independent body, the Universit
of Cambridge, which is a charity devotec to the cf y
of education., A second factor has been the enorroause
development of secondary education through the Apdfun
of Fnglish in many former colonies. A third is that
the examlpatlons have always been @onducted in ciose
co-operation with the Governments in each of the
territories providing candidsates,
L}
In terms of educational service to humanity those International
sechool examinations tower above anything else this Iniversity
is doing. In that year India disappeared from the statistics. A
+£11 zeneration after Independence the Council for the Indian
cehool €ertificate at last took over responsibility from the
“yndicate, Yayobe their leading schools will long continue to
be knoxn as 'Cambridge schools'!,

28, The field for those school examinations is chiefly the
new Cormmonwealth. The examinations in *nglish as a foreign
languace, for which there were more than seventy thousand
candidates in the year, are very widely known in foreign
countries, In 1055%6hkn Inter-departmental Committee was held
to study the Teaching of Fnglish Overseas. One paper prepared
for them by a eivil servant was headed "Fxaminations as an
instrument of cultural policy":

...16.Trench cultural policy abroad is based on the
teaching of the French language. Any SUrvey of our
cultural potential would ao well to considem
éxaminations as part of our national heritage
in this context. Sometimes examinations mag ao tne
iob as wel he Rritish Council can, and more
gigaiiy. ;tnaiane are also the school exanminations
to think of as an asset, and here the enormous
influence of the University of London needs to be
remembered, and the lesser activities abroad of
0xford and of the 0.and C.Poard.

e
.One eonelusion of the paper was thatl the name of fambride is
4 priceless asset", So much for the Boat Race.

13

20, Revision of the Prospectus shoula graduazlly bhelp the Tipage!
where it most matters, in the schools. There remains this ‘
illusicn that publication of statistics to Nlé Toys could :
"very effectively" meet charges. The confidence of such a elair
suprests that no one yet, anyrhere, bas studied the protlem. If
there are indeed periodical sttacke on Cambridee in particular,
it might secm useful to tabulate them anc toeir pericdicity, tox
icentifyv inaivicual erities and organizations. Are they politician
fringe }ournalists, stucent or teacher orranizations, even
jealous memhers of other universities? A newly_publis@ea syi{enr oo
Poport says:"In 1976 the proportion of university students from |
vorking class homes vas 27 pt‘:rcent-exactly tne same as for

the pericd 1028-47". So the university population is indecd

beirng logzed up, analysec on 'class! lines.

40, Sophisticated spokesmen/0la Foys, probably) might parrty ;
here and theve, with sometlblng more subtle than unexplained
statistics or a clsim by Fton to stimulzate cermprenensive
schools. There may be trouble a few years ahezd for inde endent
scrioolss; Oxford and Canbridge might find tgerselves too closely
identified with alleged privilege when 1in fact tLhey were impar-
tinllv secking to.maintain excellence. Tney may have a contion
interest in freedom, but they capnot well forc a united front
with the independent schools. This might te politically
unacceptable within the Universities anc vould surely undermine
conficdence elsenhere in the eaucatiopal world. Oxforc and
rapbridre rust continusgto recruilt inaiviauals, not guotas,

not social classes. In the longterm national interest, they
must stand for excellence, whercver 1t may be foura,

41, An Nld Poy net cannot operate among nigner civil servants
whose peers are f{rom various universitics zne somefexcellently
promoted) from none, Among them aczdemic backgrcund is very such--
in the btackrround. Such a net cannot operate in seccndary schools
vheré Cambridze graduates rmay te few and far tetween., In <his
world academic origins always lcom and cdo not always make for har-
mony.Fven with demonstrable "fzirness® oxbridre may be a source
of rancour in schecols, Moreover, it 1s even arzuatle that
entrance scholarships, once the salvaticn of the 'poor scholar',
are now an expensive invesiment for parents,

42, Thus T peter out into speculation in a field xhere perhaps
no one is certain of anything. In the internaticnal field the nane
and the integrity of Cambridge are splenaiuly safe with the
Local Fxaminatiors Syndicate, a thougmtwhicn nay not give
general pleasure., On the FHome Front, to the extent that the
timare! of Camhridpge matters most in seconadary education, the
Colleges are the guardians of our integrity and peraaps of =
our future, They neec at least to 'study the market! and the
impact upon it of their traditional ,ractices. A pormal time
glag for getting anything done may be ten years. JIn view of
the date, five might be here more appropriate. | 3




Information for prospective students at Cagbridge

J.0.Roach,November 1978

First,a reminder for the so-called "Cambridgen g
The text of the Cambridge Admissions Prosynctgg_oftzgﬁety.
Tutorial Hepresentatives beginsg"Cambridge 18 famous ﬁhrourhout
the woold for the Foat Race and the University-probably in
that order". In fact, the name of Cambridge, if not the
fame, is almost certainly known most for the examinations
of the Local Examinations Syndicate~Cambridge school examinations
in India and in the new Commonwealth countries, Cambridge '
FExaminations in English throughout many foreign countries,

In the first paragraph we are also told that "town and zown
have been closely-1f not always happily-associated ever since
the early thirteenth century when the University came into
existenee with the arrival of a group of fugitives from Oxfordn,
Thus the prospectus correctly uses Cambridge as the name of
a town or city which is famous(most true) igg the University,

It established the seniority of town over gown,

Length, The prospectus is forbidaingly long, with its 150
pages, for almost any class of reader, The effect on a sixth .
form boy or girl can hardly be encouragement, :

assumed knowledge., We are not told whal the UCCA 1s, Ink
the admirable tables of statistics at the end(for school
pupil readers!) we are not even told what DES isf, Throughout,
the assumption seems to be that the pupil has teachers behind
him who know it all. Thus, on page 14, "This formé together l
a

with an explanatory hnndbook(nnotherl‘, can be obtained from
your school..." And on page 15,"In choosing'a College, you ‘
may wish to consult your advisers at school? \

nther universities virtually do not exist, except in the
title of the UCCA and the mention of a "list of universitiesm ’
on the last page of the book. On page 16 there is much rather
complex reference to applications to both 0xford and Cambridge.
There is reason for this , but it 1s not likely to be clear |
tec the younf reader., It looks rather as though Cambridge

knows only Oxford, Does someone, somewhere in UCCA verblage
perhaps, lend comfort and guldsnce to the pupil who will b:
applying to Cambridge and London or elsewhere? Far the mog
striking information about applications to both oxford an
Cambridge can be had from the tables of statistics, thougg T
the pupil is not guided to them,Page 141:"Cambridge accepted
one candidate whose first cholce was Oxford, oxford accep_:A n
one candidate whose first cholce was Cambridge". We :r: gg‘t}
told how many men were concerned, nor 1s there any hin |t

ities

scme or many were successfully accepted by other univorarl
Many young %omen wasted their time in this dual pursui&.aq
ggg WKgSf firet preference was Oxford, only five "OPG~§¢‘;.
Cambridge, (Were some of the others taken by 0xford).
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Teachers, Candidates for admission are, as it were, addressed
over the heads of their teachers, their school. It would
be better if the handbook wereaddressed to teachers, no t to
their pupils, though a section for the young might be included,
In the great majority of maintained schools it 1s surely teachers
who guide(vide Fmlyn Williams, George, or Hoggart, The Uses

of Literacy).

The University's statistics understandably do
not show the total numbers of maintained, direct grant andx
independent schools with sixth forms, From such figures one
might infer the number of maintained schools which do not
aim at Cambridge at all.Vide the head master of Wastminster in
the Sunday Telegraph of 8 October,"the reluctance of teachers
and pupils in some maintained schools to think in terms of
Oxbridge at all",

The statistics show the numbers of schools in
each category as percentages of the whole. From Table 2 one
can work out that 574 of maintained schools, 774 of independent
and 829 of direct grant schools successfully submitted at
least one candidate, From Table 1 for 1977 one €an work out
that the average number of successful candidates from main-
tained schools was 2 and from independent 6,5,

It seems possible that a large number of
maintained schools never see the Cambridge prospectus,since
it is aaddressed to candidates, No candidates, no prospectus.
The Tutorial Representatives could not seek out all the
secondary schools, apart from the fact that LFAs, if they
have not much changed, do nct like bodies to circularize
schools, What they(or the Cambridge Society with their
agreement) might do is to have a sober brochure, to send
copies to the LFAs, and ask how many copies they would need
if they were so kind as to include the brochure in their
next sending to schools preparing pupils for the universities.

Yore about assumed knowledge and background, The cruelléstk

tning here is, after the assumption that pupils in a com-

prenhensive school will have "advisers" in the plural able

to advise on choice of College,this:"if you have friends

gr relatives who know contemporary Cambridge, they may also
e able to offer suggestions", That, manifestly, can only
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apply to pupils who are already "in" the Oxbridge social
class; and they will not wait to be told. Add to this that
the Cambridge Socliety by its rules is oqu interested in
purveying information to those who are former members of
this University. Studies at the time of the 11+ showed

that some children were downright lucky if they had so much
as an 'auntie' who had been at a grammar school and knew

what was at stake,

How many, even of graduate teachers in maintained schools,
will know anything about the Good Food Guide(page 9)? Or
about copyright libraries? If one 1s going Lo use the term
Lo secondary school pupils, one might explain it(pageS), I
was once reproved by a copyright library which did no_t
receive a copy of a particular publication;I had not realized
that the particular library was copyright, and what can almost
any sixth former make of this?"All but the most idealistic,
or the potential don, will then be faced with the cuestion
of a career?" What is a "potential aon", and is he not so
faced? I am reminded of the occasional eternal student who,
asked what he would do if he were not accepted for the higher
civil service, would tell me alrily,"I think I should do
a little research", Kun back under, g are told that "there
are plenty of evocative and sentimental books for those in
search oftatmosphere!'", Are there, for the sixth formerts
pocket, or even for his school? And in how many provincial
libraries or bocokshops available?

Reverting to the numbers of maintained schools, I have
now consulted Statistics of Education 1975(D,F,8, ,H¥S0). The
University's statistxxcal tables shov(p,1%29) that 817 maintained
schools submitted men candidates and (p.142) 580 submitted
women in 1977, Some schools may appear for both, There were
in FEngland and Wales(figures for 1975) 3,672 county secondary
schools and 890 voluntary secondary schools(controlled,
alded or special agreement).In round figures 4,500, of which
perhaps a thousand submitted canaidates to Cambridge.A number
of the 4£500 may prepare no pupils for the universities, The
University cannot judge of this, but the LFas might (last
full para, page 2 above),

T he tone, the style of the prospectus need radical over-
hsul "at various points, notablypon gage Se , . a5t
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King's College Cambridge pdmissions Prospectus

This was praised in late October on the Careers page of
the Daily Telegraph, It is certainly better for the prospective
student than the offlclal prospectus of the Tutorial Hepre-
sentatives, Shorter-24 pages against 150-clearer, more readable,

It serves as a straightforward introduction to the University,
not only to King's, It speaks pleasantly of the town-yes, town not «
city,and none the worse for that, It is unaware of town-gown
nensense, giving the town credit not only for the market but
for the Fitzwilliam Museum,

It is mildly reminiscent of a travel brochure., It also
shows a tinge, no more, of the American salesman's teechnigue
of 'knocking' the competitor,Thus:

Why Cambridge University? If you have reached the
stage of considering Cambridge as a possible choice
on an UCCA form, 1t is important to see how it
differs from other universities,

In any case, only from some other universities. and why
an? I ask this with the enthusiasm of & comna-hunting académic
Tﬁonnfnru, Miceocosrographia Academica). or anm I out of date,
and do King's rhyme UCCA with pakka(sahib)?

Again, Univergity and College:

It is clear that a Cambridge College plays a far
greater role than does a hall of residence in & non-
collegiate university., The College forms a communi ty
of which you are a member for your three years at
university and it provides accommodation, food,

bepesribgendopinndheisohigh-foopg teaching and a social
focug for its members,...

There is even & hint of 'knocking' the other Colleges,

Why King's College? King's recognizes the need for
%olleges to make a positive effort to attraet able
candidates from schools that may have little or no
Experience of Cambridge admissions, Tt e urages
applicants from all backgrounds and all kinds of
schools and, by interviewing every candidate, .
attempts to assess potential, which ig not necessarily
the same as examination performance,... R
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on page 1% King's finds another "mytn", that it is more
expensive to take a place at this university than any other.
on page 17 one sentence taken in isolation rather suggests
that there are only Utwo universities, "We also suggest that
you choose between oxford and Cambridge and do ndb apply
for entmance to both". The reason is in fact given helpfully
in the next sentence. They mean, 'If you apply to Cambridge,
it may be wiser not to apply also for oxford ,BECAUSE.,....'

In June 1977 the Council of the genate accepted that
nthe role of universities is under keen serutiny".

In its initial brochure the ncambridge" Society said
that Cambridge University "is periodically attacked on the
ground that it draws from a narrow range of largely independent

schools",

The n"Cambridge" Society wants its 0ld Poy Network, presumably
in Parliament and the Civil Service, "since the University

is so dependent on public finance",

non 2 NDctober 1978 the Vice-Chancellor said,"Therels ap
often-heard view in the country at large that Oxford and
Cambridge are expensive places which make signilficantly
neaviee demands on the taxpayer than other comparable
universities, It is guite untrue",

Both the last two paragraphs clearly refer to the
work of the University Grants Committee, to the taxpayer,
not to student grants. The King's brochure exposes the "Myth"
about the expense to the bdndividual student,

The "Cambridge" 8Scciety knows that the University is
yeriodically attacked on grounds of social exclusiveness,
¥ing's are specific., Because of a myth and a wrong belief
(their introductory para) "the average university candidate
may doubt...his social qualifications-and no one will apply
to study where he feels he might be out of place",

The above six paragraphs show internal eviden
university and college authorities are well awargeogh%geir'
Rroblem, without need of evidence from the head master of
Nestminster or other sources. King's hint(p,7Pthat Colleges
are the social focus and the selfgoverning communities

while the University "has its own central administrationt
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Y ’////ff The Cacbhridge Society has now been at work for somewhat

F’//”

under two years, in what may te considerec an experimental
period. The Time has perhaps cowe to review our aims, our
methods, our conditions of membership, The world around us
has been changing even in our short period of existence.

2. "hen anncuncing on 23 ¥ay 1977 their agreement to the

stablishing of our Socie Ly the Council of the Se uocted
¢ & » q
from our pI'OS;.'."".CtUS:

The role of Universities is under keen scrutiny
and the pressures are greater,

*n the prospectus we singled out a particular field of
eriticism when we said,"the University 1s periodically attacked
on ihe grouna that it draws from a narrow range of largely inde-
pendent schools”,

3, On 2 Dctober 1978 the Vice-Chancellor said:

There is an often-heard view in the country at
large that Oxford and Csmbridge are expensive places
which meke significantly heavier demands on the
taxpayer than other comparable universities, It 1is
guite untirue,

4. The Society nas hitherto been mainly concerned with what
one may term Output, the enlistment of former graduates of
the University both to spread right information in responsible
quarters and to encourage the employment of our youni6raduates.

5. Bespopsibility for Iptake rests with tne Colleges. During
October the Admissions Prospectus of Xipg's College was praised
on the Cyreers Page of the pally Telegraph, Its initial para-
graph speaks for Cambridge as a whole:

Too often the reputation of Cambridge University

as an intellectual powerhouse discourages candidates
from even considering it when choosing a university,
Part of the problem is the myth that every future
Cambridge student 1s a genlius before he has even

filled in his application form, while another difficulty

lies in the belief that the majority of students at
this university are drawn from a very small number
of independent schools, from a select minority of the

2

population, In consequence, the average university
candidate may doubt not only nis osn gntelloctéh{?
czpabilities but also his social qualifications-

and no-one will apply to study where he feels he

might be out of ,lace, Put Cambridge is keen to attract

able applicants from all kinds of schools and, in
accepting candidates, looks for real potenttair

rather than the polished product of the nrightn
school.,

.

On its page 7 King's outlines its recruitment policy, whichn
may well be much the same in other colleges: .

King's recognizes the need for Colleges to make a

posiltive eflort to attract able candidates from schocls

that may have little or no experience of Cambridge

admissions., It encourages applicants from all back-
grounds and all kinds of schools....

6. Whereas the Vice-Chancellor spoke of the cost of 0Oxford and

Cambridge as a waole to tne taxpayer, ¥ing's reassures the
potential indiwvidual student( and parents) on page 13:

There exists a myth thet it is -ore expensive to
take a place at this university than any other, but
the grant system operates in exactly the same way

for Cambridge as for anyshere else....The size of the

grant is determinecd by your Parents' income less the
allowances they are entitled to receive....

Financial considerations should not be a factor pre-
venting anyone from applying to Cambridge...

7. We have quoted from within the tUniversity. A sample of outside
opinion is provided by an article in the Sunday Telegraph Tor

October 1978 by John Rae, Head Master of Westoinster School:

Left-wing critics ses the success of independant

schools at Oxbridge as evidence of privilege and

wifairness, and have even sugpested that Oxbridge
should be forced to accept a quota system that

would allocate a "fair" proportion of places to
the maintained sector,..

8. 7e are convinced that the University owes a duty to itself
and to the nation to maintain its standards and to remaln a
centre of excellence. We endorse the Xing's prospectus when it
says,"Cambridge is Keen to attract able candidates from all
kinds of schecolsm".While recruitment policy is a catter for

the Colleges, the Society may have some responsibility for the
lipaze'! of the University., We are disquieted by the sugcested
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reluctance "of teachers and pupils in some maintained schools
To think in terms ol oOxbridge &t all", and by the King's hint
that students mey hesitate to apply becsuse they doubt their
msocial qualifications™, We have asked ourselves whether.our
present policy may make the University seem more approachable
or less approachable in the field of secondary education and
whether, with no sacrifice of principle or standard, we might
slowly help tc correct the public repute of the University in
the social &nd political climate of the coming years,

9, The Admissions Prospectus of the Tutorial Representatives

has an important/of” statistics. In 14977 817 maintained schools
submitted men candidates for admission and 580 submitted women,
Some schools mey appear for both, Statistics of Fdueation for

1975, rublished by tne Department ol Education and Science, show
that there were in England and Wales 3,672 county secundary schools
snd 590 voluntary/schools(controlled, aided or special agrerent),
in round figures sbout 4,500, of which perhaps less than a thousand
have_gny contact with Cacbridge, Public opinion may be formed

Iéss tkam(the thousand that know us than by the 3,500 that know

us not,

1n.Among those thousands of schools there will not be very numerous
graduate teachers from Cambridge whe could be approached to join
the Cambridge Society. Moreover, their colleagues from otner uni-
versities might not be well impressea if they discovered that
Collezes professed to welcome their pupils while the University
taorough the Society rejected their staff, Nor might a school be
flattered by the offer of corporate membarship of the Soclety,

if its stalf other than Cambridge graduates would in their

personal capacity be deemed unsuitable or unqualified,

1l1.Among the universities themselves any Cambridge reputation

for aléofness nmight not be easy to detect or to correct, but
apjarent cold-shouldering of their graduztes as school teachers
might harp tne kind of reputation that, for instance, the King's
rrospectus seeks to promote, Ip a changing society the universities

mey increasingly need to stand together,

12, The City of Cambridge, If political pressure or social pre-
Judice against tne independent schools and Oxbridge increases,
the University m:ght come under criticism in Cambridge itself,
%e call ourselves the Canbridge Society and we could be made to
appear unwarrantably exclusive, almost the entire population

of the City being ineligible for membership. That very few might
wish to join and pay the subscription is immaterial; the exclusion
of & comrunity from a Society bezring its own name could still

té used as & stick with which to beat the University, More
positively, political circumstances pight erise in which Town

and Gown might find stremgth as one community, one soclety.

2

4

1%, Heidelberg, The City appears to be develojping closer
23 e R 1ts twinned city of Heidelberg, Lists ofifamilies

slations w ;
;;;lplanned which might be matched for interchange of visits,
scnderic farilies in both cities are as likely as any to take
advantage of such possibilities. 1t could be awkward if the
civie authorities or individuals were constrained to admit
in Heidelterg that a Cambridge foclety restricted to graduates
of the University is not to be indulged as an inherited
survigsl from an earlier stage of soclety, but is in effect
& recently created barrier betseen Gown and Town.

14, The Public pccounts Committee of the House of Commons.The
Cormittee would like more students wneie possible to live at
home ratner than move tc different parts of the country to
study, This may core to nothing, and its effect might in

any event te minimal in Cambridge. Yet it might increase the n
ber of Cambridge citizens thinking of themselves as parents of

future Capbridge students; interest in the attitude of the
Upiversity might be sharpened,

15, Parents, Thinking parents everywhere and at all levels of
socieiy have an intense and scmetimes anxious interest in the
educational prospects of their children, Few might be prepared
to pay £3 a year for information about this University, yet
many, even parents of past or present students, might feel
rebulfed to learn that the Societly seeks to purvey information
only to those who have already known the privilege of Cambricge

CONCLUSIONS

16. Vembership of the Society. Our main conclusien is that the
only qualification for membership of the Society should be
payment of the subscription. None but wellwishers or those in
need of regular infermation and news are likely to join. Ill-
wishers might in future have less ground for criticism.

17. The University Centre. We are convinced that graduate statu
shoula be {irmly maintained as qualification for membership

or use of the University Centre. The status of the Centre as

a club, a graduate club, should not be weakened. Fxisting
Cambridge Societies beyond Cambridge would no doutt continue
to formulate their own rules as clubs. We consider it right to

make a distinction, for es of a University Cludb, not
between townsman and gownsman, but between graduate and non=gr
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18. Graduates of 8ll Pritish universities.
all such graduates, subject to the prevailing
cshould strengthen the University's reputation, voth in the
university end seconasTy school fields and in our city, where
at any time a number of professional and other citizens are
graduates of other universities,

The acceptance of
financial conditions,

fic publicity for changes.%e do not con sider it
necessery to publicize as cuch the revised conditions for
pembership., Fxisting members of the Society will not be adversely
affected. It may be suificient in our viex, as a first step, to
withdraw existing stock of our initial prospectus and, in any
reprint and in further publications or references to the subject,
to make the substitutions shown 1n our Annexe,

°5.We also do not propose these changes with a view to early
csnvassing or precipitate publicity in a new style, We are thinking
largely of the future, Lossibly of our successors. We do, however,
believe that joint discussion with the Tutorial Representatives
might lead to a new kina of circular or news-sheet to schocels,
neither our full megazine nor the full prospectus of the Tutorial

fepresentatives. Theremsy be upwards of 6,000 seccndary schools

to consider in Great Pritzin and Northern Ireland. It would

be both impracticable &né improper tc circularize maintained

schocls direct. We understand that Loczl Féucation Authorities

are often willing to receive suitable circulars and to distribute

them when next making & postal sendingto schools on their own

account. A friendly contact with the LEAs might in itself be

ve of good, Our changes should ensure flexibility
pairment of the spirit and the

19, No_speci

=

procucti
for the future without ik
standards of the past.
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ANNEXE

In our initial prospectus, paragraph X gembeggh;p reads:

embership of the Society is open to all

those who have matriculated as members of the University

and to hogorary fellows of Colleges and holders of honor-

ary degrees and of diplomas. Associate Vembership is also
nies and other bodies which wish to

available toc compa
keep in touch with develojments at Cambridge, and
would be especlally relevant to those firms which regularly

recruit graduates from Capbridge.

Individual ¥

For this we propcse to substitute:

tembership of the Society is open to members of tha
University and citizens of Cambridge, to friends and well-
n their work find it

everywhere, wishers/Exeryxpezsid to &l1 who 1
and/ useful to keep in regular touch with developments
in Canbridge, Assoclate membership is avallable to

companies, schools and other bodies.

Paragrapﬁﬁ.?pe University Ceptre reads:

In Granta Place, Mill Lane, overlooking the Cans,

the University Cenire provides a building where members
can mect otners, both resident and non-resident, with
similar interests: it nas a bar, cafeteria, restaurant

and common rocm,

Individual cembers of the Society other than under-
gracustes will autcmaticzlly be permitted to use tne Centre
and if resident more than 10 miles from Cambricdge will

be able to Go so without charge. Those living within
10 miles, who wish to use the facilities offeres, will

be asked to pay an adaitional fee,

‘ o
For tbis we propose to suvstitute the follking statement, which
keepg{airly clcse to the statement at the end of the current

University Diary, with the important addition which is here

underlined:
¥ill Lane, at

The University Centre in Granta Place

the head of the Backs, is a Club available primarily
to senior staff of the University, postgraduate
stucents(through the Graduate Society), and visiting
scholars. Membérs of the Cambridge Society ®no are

graduates of a Fritish University are also entitled to
»JF.

membership, those living within ten miles of Great 15
onal fee,

St Mary's Church being required to pay an additi
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Membership of the "Cambridge Society"

J.0.Roach,

Second Rupglement(this was to have been the Annexe
started on page 8 of the original paper),

A. Town and Gown in the Cambridge community,

1. Perhaps I may claim some droit de cité to sy

as a Cambridge citizen, This has been the onlyygg;eag% ieel
wife and myself from the day that we 'came up!' in 1922 %
have been a ratepayer since 1926,1 worked in the Uniéé;sity
for twenty years-First Assistant Secretary of the lLocal
Examinations Syndicate, Director of Studies in sevéral
Colleges, Member of the Faculty of Modern Languages and

of the Faculty of Fnglish,.. f 5

2.1t 1s said that many dwellers on the 'Home F

3 - Front'! 1
back nostalgically to the Second World War as a time gggn
class barriers weile lowered for a common task. In Cambridge
in my experience, this had a special significance, : !

“« Tn paragraph 17 of the original paper I mention
anatez—vayor of Cambridge who is a member of theovggvgrgziind
Cenfre and 1s not eligible to Join the Cambridge Society

5? the laﬁtc; parE of the War he and I were fellow Head :
vardens of Civil Defence, together responsible for the whole
left bank of the river.After the YWar, under a revival and
reorganization, he and 1 were among éhe four Civil Defence
Off;cers appointed by the Town Clerk, In my Ward, Newnham, wem
?ir?ed from townsfolk Senior Wardens in the 'viliape' /
nbewnnam Crofp) to Sir Gerald Lenox-Conyngham, former
;;;gctor of the Survey of India, at the far end of Grange

4., In the last two years of the War I was asked to b
:izeutimo Iytelligence Officer of the Mobile Pattalignagfthe
sect;ggeigu:;d. I bad probably the most intelligent Intelligence
e oA e country, mostly medical students held back from
aons w‘. 'n my Sgction I had a secret panel of distinguished

ns who “ogla 1gap into action to interrogate any German
comzandogs who might descend on our airfields, The Colonel
gnq Secgnd—ln-gommand of the Battalion were townsfofk. The
qg;ge:;;;y Reader and F,R,S, whom I latterly made my Deputy
Ze th; Hoen ?as a private in the (static) Newnham Platoon
Slgpne. ogs ,uagd, under a corporal who had probably worked
S o Ol roolis, Their Platéon Officer was a bespoke

1in the town, their battalion commander was Admiral

Richmond, Master of Downing. The ¥.R.S always revelled

2

4, (contd).
in 'pad's Army', 'Just like ue', he said,
5. In the present day the 1ist of the Parochial Church Council
of St Mark's is quite heartwarming, a mingling of town and
university folk. The lady who does our flowers will be a loss
next year, as her husband 1s going off to be a vice-chancellor
somewhere else, They like our pleasantly mixed society and
hope to foster the compmnity spirit between the locals and
the university in their new setting.

BR.An unqualified intruder,

6. A lady in the North of Fngland wished for information about
as they strongly wish to get their son up

the University,
he being just 15 and with o-Levels behind him.
f 12 might follow. The chasm between North

A bright daughter o
and South, met also in other fieldsdeivil service, army- 3=
‘vig a problem to which a sensitive Cambridge Society would
y knew the Society were selling informatio

*»bend its mird. The lad
privilege and the 0ld Roy wire-pulling

* The spurious talk of
g9x were of no interest; she was concerned with Intake,

7. The lady sent her entry form and cheque. The Soclety asked
her her College and she said VYanchester University. After csevera
weeks they cashed her cheque, Her birtaright as a Cambridge
woman made her no more eligible than any other pariah from
Perse School. Manchest

Cambridge Town, her only childhood home.
'r her medical training, as Cambridge refused her, Sang in

_U.M.S.at one time and held a rTegistrar's post in the hospital
ervice here before marriage.

to Cambridge,

d

i

g

e

. Her academic ancestry would have been no more relevant than
dfather and great-grandfather

her citizenship. Great-great-gran
Cambridge graduates., Grandfather gained an award at his father!
College but did not 'come up', as his father's health failed,
He was able to boast in later life that all his four sons had
been up at Cambridge. Her brother and several cousins are

Cambridge graduates.
tUniversity!'/

G, The pattern in her day was rather that/daughters were educa

1ocally while sons went away to school., Itwks therefore probab
for their university traini

good that daughters should go away
thus cancelling their rights in a nCambridge" Society. With
the disparity hitherto of places in Cambridge for men and for
women, it is inevitable that more daughters than sons-whether
of citizens or of commuters-will look elsewhere for a universi

place., They may be the mothers of future Intake(main paper,

aragra ) e
paragraphx 7) s
cambridge,14 October,1978.
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$ iversity iation, which was

The Cambridge Society is heir to the Cambridge Un.lycr51tt}:atA;Z(éCll;t:n t’hc RN
established in 1899 at a time when thc'str.cam c.>f bencfa.(‘.t'lon.; R ATiub st veale had
old endowments had dricd up and public financing of l.,m\crsn ic i ﬂ;c i A
not begun. The Association’s main purpos¢ was Lo raise money; e Tercuities of
oWeS much to its activities. These were brought to a close by the €

930&. . . L - .
the lToday the help which a Society can best give the Umversn‘y is dlff;l'cr.\(t‘.t "I":crtgzi;piﬁ
Universities is under keen scrutiny and the pressures arc greater. The new ocie yC i)n e
aim. therefore, is to provide old members with news about dcw}lopmcn‘ts in Ca G tion;
information about the University’s achievements and about the w{df:-rangmg .Cm:)tn u-th :
it is making to the national and international community. Py providing old mem ers wi 2
fuller understanding of the problems facing the University as a whole, thc.Sqmety v;llk
complement what individual College Societics are doing and enable x.ne::nbcrs in every wl 1
of life to speak in an informed way about the University and thus, indirectly, to mobilize
support for Cambridge. A further aim is to enable members to make new contacts flmong
Cambridge men and women wherever they may be and to keep therh in touch with the
University.

These aims will be achieved in the following ways:

1. *“CAMBRIDGE”

This magazine, issued without charge to all members, will contain news of the
University, together with informed comment on developments both in academic and
administrative fields, and on student life and activities. It will be guided by an editorial
committee, including non-resident members and will be sure to deal in particular with issues
which seem to them to require explanation and claboration.

2. BRANCH ACTIVITIES

The central office of the Society will co-operate with existing Cambridge Societies and
will assist in establishing branch organisations in Great Britain and overseas. From an carly
stage, it will answer enquiries about names and addresses of members living near to cach
oth‘cr. As records grow and branches develop, every new member living in the area of an
active branch will be put in touch with the appropriate secretary. Branches will thus be able
to arrange gatherings which, as well as being enjoyable in themselves, will enable old
mcrmbcrs to hear about the University and keep in touch. The Society will on request
gﬁc‘d for speak«:rs from the University to attend and to give up-to-date news of

nidge. More distant overseas branches will be informed of visits by Senior Members of

the Universj : P : s
first-hand ai:lzy e xthelr arcas and be in a position to arrange similar functions to hear
ounts of what is happening in the University.

-



ou to any part of the United Kingdom, or indeed any part of the
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XOUE TS et 3 ad of the chance to get in touch with other Cambridge men

world, and you may be very gl

. women. & ’ 3 : . . ’
and It is also proposed to arrange a social function annually in London or Cambridge fo

members and their friends.

3. MEMBERSHIP
Individual Membership of the Society is open to all those who have matriculated as

members of the University and to honorary fellows of Co!lcgcs and holdcrs- of honorary
degrees and of diplomas. Associate Membership is also avallabl(‘f to c.ompamcs and other
bodies which wish to keep in touch with developments at (.ambnd‘gc, arlxd would be
especially relevant to those firms which regularly recruit graduates from Cambridge.

4. SUBSCRIPTIONS
Individual Membership
ANNUAL: three pounds (£3) per person per year payable by banker’s order in the year
of joining and on 1 January in each succeeding year.
TEN YEAR: ten year membership can be obtained for one person by means of a single

payment of £25 or £35 for a married couple both of whom are qualified for
membership and who both live at the same address.

UNDERGRADUATES: may join at an annual subscription of £1 increasing to the
normal rates on graduation or on ceasing to be resident.

COVENANTS: annual subscribers paying the standard rate of income tax are urged to
take advantage of the seven-year covenant scheme, which brings substantial financial
benefit to the Socicty at no extra cost to the subscriber. They automatically cease on
death. The Form of covenant and banker’s order need to be completed and returned
together to the Secretary.

PAYMENT FROM ABROAD: can be by Bankers’ Draft drawn on a Bank in the United
Kingdom and arranged through the member’s own Bank.

Associate Membership
£12 per year or £100 for ten years.

5. THE UNIVERSITY CENTRE

In Granta Place, Mill Lane, overlooking the Cam, the University Centre provides a
!)uildjng where members can meet others, both resident and non-resident, with similar
interests: it has a bar, cafeteria, restaurant and common room.

!ndjV'idual members of the Society other than undergraduates will automatically be
permitted to use the Centre and if resident more than 10 miles from Cambridge will be able

to do so without charge. Those living within 10 miles, who wish to use the facilities offered,
will be asked to pay an additional fee.

6.  THE UNITED OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITIES CLUB

s nsigcvrf;c?zr":“mbcrs duly sDonsor.cd by the Secretary of the Cambridge Society will be
cmporary membership of the above Club in Pall Mall, London. They will

hay . WLy s
abofnw am iii:kmﬁf-','f:” Of,::“‘ Club’s Election Committee and admittance will normally take
membership, y will pay to the Club the current subscription for temporary
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You may ask what you can learn from the Society which is not available }t]o you
through your ’(?nllvgv magazine. It may help, therefore, to set u.ut a fcw.cx;.lmplf?s 8 -owmg
where the Society would be better placed than Colleges to deal with certain situations:

(a) there are certain positive achievements which can only be reported at a
University level,
al importance, carried out by the University e.g.

work for industry in the Engineering Department, etc.;

(1) the autarkic house, planned to be entirely independent of mains services,
powered by solar and wind energy and treating its own waste:;

(1) scientific work of nation

(1ii) the Economic Policy Review:
(1v) the work of the Careers Service (Appointments Board);

(b) the University is periodically attacked on the ground that it draws from a narrow
range of largely independent schools, Although if the charges were true the
Colleges would be the offenders, no one College would feel that it would be wise
{0 meet them on its own. An article in CAMBRIDGE could do so very effectively,
by quoting the statistics published annually in the Reporter, which is not much
read outside the University;

(c) no College per se would be likely to set out the background history to the
building of Robinson College or the New Music School, nor to describe the effect
on the City (including the Colleges) of the new Motorways both during and after
construction and of the newly-introduced traffic restriction areas in the City;

(d) the ‘pros’ and ‘cons’ of undergraduate participation in University affairs, the
cffects of the Sex Discrimination Act, of mixed Colleges upon the University, of
general trends in undergraduate thinking are aj] ¢Xamples of subjects which are
more likely to be dealt with at Society rather than College level.

_ Summing up (a) to (d) one can say that there is great deal going on in Cambridge
which cannot pe covered by even all College magazines Put together and which should be
known by anyone who wishes to have 4 more complete picture of contemporary Cambridge
than the fewspapers and his or her own College magazine can supply,
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